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; og-The investigating committee returned to Wash- 
vton on Saturday last, and are now prosecuting 


onging tof @°:. investigations in this city. They hold their 


Was par FE tings in a room of the new treasury building. 


manufac. & 


New York. The senate of this state has refused 
Ss $500; 


} unite with the house in the election of a senator 
Wf the United States; and it is probable that the va- 
ancy which will arise by the expiration of Mr. 
allmadge’s term, on the 4th inst., will not be filled at 
e present session of the legislature. The proceed- 


of Mayer 
fine was 


Gos onthe occasion are interesting and will be given 
gigs : >mewhat in detail in the next “ RecisTER.” : 
te . —. Vircinta. Yesterday was the day fixed upon 
oa dis: Fe the election of a senator. The administration 
» &c. was fe arty have adopted judge Joha Y. Mason as their 

@andidate. Mr. Rives was the prominent candi- 
f a court Baste of the whigs and conservatives—although it 


o the dis. ‘Was not altogether certain at the last accounts that 


the whigs would all unite upon Mr. Rives. 
c anothers : 
in nine) LourstanA. Mr. Roman was inaugurated as 
ghth ave. f governor of Louisiana on the 6th inst. The New 
Orleans Bee of the 21st says: ‘The resolutions of 


Vas OCCU. 

ry faeed the honorable Mr. Derbigney, [in favor of a bank of 
s of age, ‘the United States and against the sub-treasury 
she esc. gcheme,] passed the house of representatives by im- 
ave somes mense majorities, as we anticipated. The first 
3 suffocag was Carried by a vote of 34 to 13, and the others 
od to res BY 30 to 11. The house in this circumstance, has 


own a proper knowledge and appreciation of the 
tuation and wants of the coinmunity, and the auspi- 
Pious result, indicating as it dues, areturn to sound 


ing out of 










eb. 6. [Piteas of government, furnishes great cause for feli- 
49 [eitation.” 

_ The resolutions passed the senate by a vote of 9 

6. | . anne 
; 1194 _ Misstssiprt. John Henderson, esq., (whig,) was, 
fa 54 ‘On the 30th ult., elected a senator of the United 
31 PStates from the state of Mississippi, for six years, 
,_,f@0m and after the fourth of March next. The 
3 of Wed flection was made on the first ballot, which was as 

pillows: 

- making § & Henderson, whig, 59 A. L. Bingaman, whig, 2 


board fof. P.Smith, ad. 30  H. Alsbury, ‘ 
sed some ¥ ‘ H. Williams, ” 19 ' W. M. Gwin, ad., ] 
e Enclishf » It is stated that the entire vote of the legislature, 
been <up. ad all the members been present, would have been 
f twenty,p 273 of these the whig nominees would have re- 
> hundred : eived 63 votes. 

2s been ih The hon. Thomas H. Williams, who was appoint- 
ons bavep @¢ by the governor to fill the seat vacated by Mr. 
| rotter, was afterwards elected for the balance of 




















lg y Me term. For Mr. Williams, 60; for Mr. Hender- 
: those fp /", 52. Some interesting preseer es in relation 
‘e arrivd em the election will be found in another page. 

cted. AcE The whig state convention, which assembled at 


ackson, nominated an entire whig ticket for state 
ind national officers, and appointed delegates to the 
yhig convention to be held at Harrisburg, with in- 
iptions ructions tosupport Henry Clay, of Kentucky, as 
nce of tithes C4ndidate for the presidency, and John Tyler, of 
 'rginia, as a candidate for the vice presidency. 

| The whiz candidate for governor, nominated by 
€ convention, is the hon. Edward Turner, the 
resent chancellor of the state. 
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From Frorrpa. The Globe says, we learn from 
ampa Bay, from a source which we think entitled 
0 credit, that two hundred Seminoles had come in 
nd surrendered. It is also rumored that thirty 
farriors had sent in fora safe conduct, with a view 
surrender. 


We sincerely hope that this may prove to be 
rue, 



















' 


ANOTHER susPENSION. The Mobile slips of the 
th instant express great concern at the announce- 
tnt of a second suspension by the branch of the 
late bank in thaticity. The Advertiser says that 
he suspension was totally unexpected, and came 
pon the citizens of Mobilz like a clap of thunder. 


3 Repo 


favorablal'he following statement from the board is published 
ularly 2°n the papers : 

rhile m" Branch bank of the state of Alabama. 

+t. on f Mobile, 4th February, 1939. 
vades O'R) Ata meeting of the board on this day, the fol- 
rations fof@owing resolutions were adopted and ordered to be 


published : 
Whereas the board of directors of this bank on 
Vou. V. Sie. 25. 


a resolution not to redeem in specie their notes of a 
larger denomination than ten dollars; and whereas, 
that resolution originated in the conviction that un- 
der existing circuinstances it would be impossible 
for the bank to sustain a general resumption; and 
whereas we consider it due to the public to explain 
the reasons that have governed us in adopting this 
course of action, and to state the policy to be pur- 
sued by this bank during its temporary suspension : 


Therefore, be it resolved, ‘That the cashier be in- 
structed to draw up a statement of the amount of 
specie drawn from this bank since its resumption 
on the 7th ult., of its present available means, of its 
resources not yet under its control, and cause the 
saine to be published in the city papers. 

Resolved, That this bank will continue from time 
to time to check for bill holders and others having 
demands against this bank, on such terms as other 
banks may be checking, and at all times to the ex- 
tent of its ability. 

Resolved, That the means of this institution are 
ample, and that time only is wanting to collect its 
resources. 

Resolved, That this bank will not expand its cir- 
culation, and will not issue any of its paper, except 
for bills of exchange predicated on actual shipments 
of cotton. 

And, resolved, That this bank will require rea- 
sonable curtaitlments on all paper due in this bank. 

On and after the 7th January this bank checked— 

On New York for $419,871 75 
On New Orleans for 93,223 25 
Specie paid out, same period 217,987 66 

A statement of the present condition of the bank 
will be published. 

A. ARMSTRONG, cashier. 

CANADIAN AFFAIRS. We learn froin the New 
York American, that gen. Scott having received in- 
forination from col. Worth, that an outbreak had ta- 
ken place on the northern frontier, immediately left 
Albany for the seat of the disturbance, with the in- 
tention to take summary measures to put down any 
manifestations of sympathy. The Plattsburg Re- 


9 | publican, of the 4th inst., gives the following ac- 


count of the affair: 

On-Saturday night, the 2d inst., some 15 or 16 per- 
sons—refugees from Alburgh, Vt.—crossed the line 
at Caldwell’s Manor—went to the house of a Mr. 
Vosburgh, bound the father and son and locked up 
the women and children. They went to the barn, 
took out one valuable span of horses, fired the barn, 
which with a number ot horses, 15 head of cattle and 
a large number of sheep, was burned. They then 
went to the house and wounded young Vosburgh se- 
verely, and stabbed old Mr. V. so badly that he is 
not expected to survive. After pillaging the house, 
they set fire to it and left. The fire was extinguished 
by the neighbors without doing much damage. 

We also learn thatthe house of a Mr. Mott, at Al- 
burgh, was burned to the ground last night—whether 
by the same gang of villains, or by British subjects 
from the Canada side, is not yet known. 

An express arrived at this post last evening, and 
25 U. S. troops anda lieutenant started for the fron- 
tier about 11 o’clock. Col. Pierce went on to the 
scene this morning. 

Is it not high time that some decisive measures 
were adopted to prevent these outragous marauding 
excursions from the Vermont frontier? 

Sentence of death was communicated to Charles 
Hindenlang, the commander-in-chief at Napierville, 
on the 2d inst. It was supposed that he would be exe- 
cuted on Friday the 8th. The Montreal Herald says 
that he expected it from the first, and was prepared 


to meet his fate like a man and a soldier. 
ee 


CoLtoneL WILirAM STEvART, of Baltimore, one 
of the best men that ever lived, died in that city 
on Tuesday, the 12th inst., in the 59th year of his 
age, and was interred on Thursday last with every 
demonstration of respect that could be evinced by 
acommunity of which he was the pride and orna- 
ment. Our friends will bear witness that we do not 
often bestow encomiums upon the living or the 
dead, but we cannot refrain from paying a tri- 
bute to the virtues of one whom we have known 
from the days of our childhood, and always regarded 





with the most profound respect and esteem; and 





when we say he wes one of the best of men, 
whether we regard him as a husband, a father or 
a patriot, we not only utter the honest conviction 
of our own heart, formed from the most ample op- 
portunities of knowing his character and conduct, 
but the opinion of all who were so fortunate as to 
enjoy his friendship. For more than thirty years 
he was a leading man in Baltimore, and the pride 
of the mechanical classes, whose interests he ad- 
vocated with that plain good sense and sturdy inde- 
pendence which so eminently characterize the me- 
chanics of that city ; and it should be recorded to the 
honor ofhis memory, that, notwithstanding he was 
appointed to many-public offices, and took an active 
part in the politics of the day, the most embittered 
opponent never cast the slightest imputation upon 
his integrity or the purity of his motives. In the late 
war he held the commission of lieutenant colonel 
in the 36th U.S. infantry, and during the fearful 
bombardment of fort McHenry, on the 13th of Sep- 
tember, 1814, he occupied an exposed and shelter- 
less post beyond the outer ditch of the fort, which 
he maintained with unshrinking firmness. One in- 
stance of his bravery and self-possession on that 
trying occasion, is so illustrative of his character, 
that we cannot refrain from mentioning it. During 
the thickest of the fight, and whilst the bombs were 
falling in his encampment in all directions, the 
wife of one of the soldiers of his regiment was 
killed by a fragment of ashell. On this event he 
directed some soldiers to bear the mutilated body 
to aspot outside of his camp and bury it. He ac- 
companied them, and whilst they were engaged in 
their melancholy duty, they became alarmed at the 
shells falling near, and seemed unwilling to pro- 
ceed. On witnessing their trepidation, col. Steu- 
art seized a spade,dug the grave with his own 
hands, and placed the body into it. 


There are other incidents in his life which ex- 
hibit his coolness and bravery amidst danger, 
but they are proper themes for his biographer; and 
we conclude our melancholy duty by giving place 
to the following notices of his death and funeral 
from the Baltimore papers. 


From the American. 

Baltimore, February 18. Itis with sincere regtet 
that we announce the death, yesterday morning, of 
colonel William Steuart, in the 59th year of his 
age. This community, in which he spent so many 
years of his life, and was so universally and justly 
esteemed, realizes in the decease of col. S. the loss 
of one of its most useful members. 

He was endeared to a numerous circle of rela- 
tives ond friends vy a life distinguished for the con- 
sistent exercise of those amiable qualities which 
most truly adorn private character and render it es- 
timable ; and he enjoyed, in a full degree, the con- 
fidence which bis public spirit had so justly won 
for him in the estimation.of his fellow-citizens at 
large. In the late war with Great Britain he held 
the commission of lieutenant colonel in the 36th 
U.S. infantry, and during the fearful bombardment 
of fort McHenry, on the 13th September, 1814, he 
occupied the exposed and shelterless post beyond 
the outer ditch of the fort. He was afterwards 
called by the public voice to various civil stations 
in the state and city governments, and but a few 
days agoreceived the appointment of city collector. 


From the Republican, 

Baltimore, February 15. A more imposing spec- 
tacle never has been witnessed in Baltimore, than 
was to be seen yesterday, in the procession which 
attended the remains of col. Steuart to their “ nar- 
row house.”” Wedo not use the word imposing 
in reference to its pageantry, for that with us was 
of minor consideration ; but, as applying to the 
multitude, composed as it was of both sexes, of ev- 
ery age and degree, voluntarily crowding to pay 
the last sad tribute to the man whose living actions 
gave him an unspotted title to the universal esteem 
of his fellow men. 

The funeral was attended by our corporate au- 
thorities, judges of the courts, the masonic fraterni- 
ty, the various military companies, the members of 
ihe different fire associations, uniformed, with ap- 
propriate banners ; and those distinguished stran- 
gers, the officers of the French ship “*‘ Verocr,” 
with an almost countless number of our private 
citizens. 
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VERY LATE FROM ENGLAND. The packet ship 
Cambridge, capt. Bursley, arrived at New York on 
Tuesday morning from Liverpool, whence she sailed 
on the 10th of January. She brings London pa- 
pers to the evening of the 8th, and Liverpool to the 
10th of January, both inclusive. Wecopy the fol- 
lowing intelligence principally from the Commer- 
cial Advertiser. 

The corn markets stand just about as at our pre- 
vious advices. ‘The same remark also applies to 
cotton. 

Our late storm seems to have been far exceeded 
in severity and extent of disaster by one which 
swept over the west of England on the 6th of Jan- 
uary. No less than thirteen columns of the Liv- 
erpool Mail are filled with details of its ravages. 
In that town the damage was so general that not 
one street entirely escaped. Great numbers of 
chimneys were blown down, crushing the houses 
in their fall—roofs were carried away — garden 
walls prostrated, &c., and in some instances entire 
houses were reduced to heaps of ruin. Several 

ives were lost, but ina very extraordinary number 
of cases, persons who were buried by the fall of 
bricks and ruins, were subsequently extricated 
alive, and for the most part little injured. 

The disasters among the shipping were terrible. 
No less than three of the New York packets were 
lost; the Oxford, St. Andrew, and Pennsylvania. 
The Oxford went on shore in Bootle bay on the 
night of the Gth, with all her masts standing. The 
next morning the passengers, thirteen in number, 
with the captain and crew, landed in safety with 
their luggage. The masts fell in the course of the 
night. 

Near to the same spot, the steamer Redwing, a 
tender for the mail, went ashore. So violent was 
the hurricane, that although the Redwing had three 
anchors out, and ber full power of steam on, one of 
the cables snapped and the other two anchors 
dragged, the vessel going bodily on shore, till at 
last the captain was obliged to slip his cables to 
avoid running into the Oxford. The wind then 
drove the vessel on her beam ends, and being un- 
able to get her head to windward, she went onshore 
sideway. 

The St. Andrew struck on the Burbo Sands. 
The passengers were taken off by a steam vessel, 
the Victoria. High encomiuims are paid, in the 
Liverpool papers, to the cool and steady conduct of 
captain Thompson, ‘The ship was a total wreck. 

The ship Lockwoods, with a great number of 

ussengers on board, went upon the North Bank, 
her fore and main masts falling in the shock. She 
was boarded by the same steam vessel, the Victoria, 
which took oif thirty-three passengers and about 
seventeen of the crew. Forty or fiity persons were 
believed to have perished on board the Lockwoods. 

The packet ship Pennsylvania went on the same 
North Bank about a quarter of a mile eastward of 
the Lockwoods, where her hull was nearly covered 
by the sea. The captain, crew, and passengers, 
were seen in the rigging on Tuesday thie 8th. On 
that evening the Victoria steamer put off to their 
assistance, and was within sight of them the next 
morning, but could render them no aid. The suf- 
ferers were seen in the rigging and their cries could 
be heard. 

One of the passengers, Mr. Thompson, of New 
York, had been seen by captain Nye, of the Inde- 
pendence, at Leasowe. He reported that himself 
and three other passengers and five seamen left the 
ship in one of the boats which was swamped, and 
the other eight were drowned. Mr. Thompson as- 
cribed his own safety to a life-preserver which he 
had on. 

It was reported on the 10th that twenty-six per- 
sons had been rescued from the Pennsylvania— 
forty-four from the Lockwoods—and twenty-three 
from the St. Andrew. 

The Pennsylvania, (says the N. Y. Journal of 
Commerce,) was a splendid ship, of 800 tons bur- 
then, belonging to Messrs. Grinnell, Minturn & Co.’s 
line of packets. She was valued at $70,000, and 
insured in New York for $50,000. Her freight list 
amounted to about £2,700, consisting of fine goods 
only; heavy goods having been excluded entirely. 
The whole loss of her cargo will not come much 
short of a million of dollars. Sote portion of it 
was insured on the other side, and the remainder in 
New York. 

The Oxford belonged to Messrs. Goodhue & Co.’s 
old line of Liverpool packets, valued at $70,000, 
and insured there. It consisted of American goods, 
being the cargo she received on board at New York. 

The freight list of the St. Andrew amounted to 
£2,500. The ship was 700 tons burthen, and in- 
sured in New York for about $40,000. 

The Lockwoods had a full cargo of merchandize, 
destined for New York, the greater part of which 
was insured there. 


| The names of the individuals who were saved 
from on board the ship Lock woods, and of those that 
perished, we have endeavored to make as correct as 
possible ; but owing to the absence of any official 
information, and the many conflicting statements of 
the passengers, we are afraid that it will prove in- 
coinplete. 

Saved. Alex’r McDonald, Edmund Tomkins, 
Americans; Patrick Quinn, Irish; Archibald Me- 
Donald, Aichibald and John McDonald, sons of the 
above, from the north of Ireland, ; George ‘Cutler, 
Englishman; Elias Martin, Irish; John Cairns, 
Margaret Cairns, Ann Cairns, Belfast ; Donald Mul- 
holland, north of Ireland; !*ennis Carney, Irish ; 
William Laughran, Irish, in the Northern Hospital, 
frost-bitten, lost all his family, wife and four children ; 
Alexander McDonald, north of Ireland; Samuel 
Moore, Robert Moore, Colerain;* Mary Burnes, 
Irish; Paul Dettiger, American, Mr. Seville ; John 
and ‘Thomas Donoughue, county Cavan; William 
McLean, Scotland; Daniel O’Leary, Cork; James 
‘Tomlinson, and four children, English ; Win. Koran, 
in the infirmary ; Mr. Brown, Mr. Sayca, English; 
C. 8. Smith, Yorkshire; Mr. Moncrief, Dundee ; 
Wm. Varcey and three children, the youngest only 
three months old, West Bromwich; Robert Boyd 
and Margaret Humblery, in the Northern Hospital, 
frost-bitten ; and Wim and Ann Keoghan, Irish. 

Lost. Mrs. M’Donald, wife of Archibald M’Don- 
ald; Mrs. Varcey, wife of William Varcey ; Eliza- 
beth Agneau and child; Sussannah Cairns, wife of 
John Cairns; Anne Cairns, Susannah Cairns, and 
Elizabeth Cairns, daughters of the above; Mrs. 
Laughran, wife of William Laughran, and four chil- 
dren; Jesse Milligan, Samuel Milligan, son of the 
above, from Annan, Scotland ; James Norris, Ardee, 
died about twenty minutes before the others left the 
wreck; Timothy Ragan, Cork; Joseph Worley, 
Mrs. Worley, Daniel Worley, John Hackett, Patrick 
Marley, Charles Smith, Mary Burnes, Ann Koran, 
frostbitten and in the infirmary. 

The following intelligence has just reached us from 
Bangor. 

‘The hurricane was felt with awful effect. The 
fine Menia bridge is all in tatters, with all the chains 
broken except the top ones. AJl the road wood 
work is torn or blown off. 

The accounts from the interior are quite as fright- 
ful as those from the sea-coast. At Manchester the 
violence of the storm was terrific. In the surround- 





Iu one park alone 150 were prostrated, and 170 more 
very much injured by the loss of large limbs and 
branches. At Blackburn no less than eleven facto- 
ries had their chimneys leveled, doing great damage 
in their fall. 

The storm extended to Ireland, committing great 
ravages in Dublin and other places. 

The report of Mrs. Maclean’s death, (late Miss 
L. £. Landon,) on the coast of Africa, is, we regret 
to say, confirmed. 

The Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce has resol- 
ved, by a vote of 16 to 3, to petition for the repeal 
of the corn laws. 

A portion of the Londoners were thrown into a 


ofa royal tiger from the managerie at Limehouse. 
He was seen leisurely marching down the Com- 
mercial road, in the dusk of the evening, the pe- 
destrians of course giving him plenty of room for 
his parade, until he met a large dog, upon which 
he Jaid violent paws, without ceremony. Finally, 
perceiving a gate open, he walked into the yard, 
with the body of the dog which he proceeded to de- 
vour, and while so engaged was secured, with no 
little difficulty, 

Lord Durham was invited to a public dinner by 
the town council of Hull, and requested to name the 
day. In his answer to the hon. George Crookman, 
mayor of Hull, published in the Hull Rockingham, 
he declares his inability to do so before the meeting 
of parliament, for the reason that he was closely 
engaged in preparing a report on the state of the 
North American colonies, including a full repre- 
sentation of the causes past and present, of their 
unhappy condition, and the suggestion of a plan for 
their future government. 

The earl of Norbury was assassinated at his re- 
sidence, Durrow Abbey, county of Tipperary, on 
the fourth of January. He was walking about his 
grounds, very early in the morning, with his stew- 
ard, pointing out some trees which he meant to have 
cut down, when a shot was fired at him from the 
other side of a hedge, which caused his death ina 
few hours. Six slugs were found to have pierced 
his side and breast, the largest passing through 


his lungs. The steward saw the murderer run 
away. 





*Father and son. The old man saved through the 
persevering exertions of the son, 





ing country the destruction of trees was immense. | 


state of considerable alarin, Jan. 6th, by the escape | 


Various causes are suggested for the per 
of this atrocious crime. One account <, 
the assassin was probably instigated by 
ousy, on account of an intrigue in which ‘jo iP 
Norbury had been engaged with his wife; rd 


affirm that the motive was revenge, some retracty 


ted under the orders of ribandism. 
From the Sunday Observer. 
We understand that the radicals of London ate 
engaged in dividing the metropolis into distri, 
for the purpose of getting up a simultaneous 4), 





or more of their most popular orators are to be a). 


parliament by one of the greatest assemblages y 


their rights. 


the 9th, for the remainder of the Season—liaving 
been absent with the exception of a few days, sing 
21st of August. She was to visit Drury Lar 
theatre, to see Mr. Van Aimburgh and his lions, 
Shipments of wheat for England continue to 
made from Lisbon. 
The packet steamer Great Western is advertise 


Liverpool on the 6th of February. 
Mr. Van Buren, son of the president of the Uni. 


tion of Mr. Murray for the county of Kirkcud. 
bright. [Edinburgh Courant. 

The Wesleyan centenary. Up tothe close of th 
year the centenary fund had reached he amount o! 
# 111,000, ($492,840,} a much larger sum than wa 
(expected by its friends. 
| Government have determined on appointing a 
agent with full power to conclude a commercial 
treaty with Hayti. George Courtney, esq. is x 
lected for the purpose, and will proceed forthwitt 
on his mission. 

The merchants and manufacturers of Glasgow 
propose to build an iron steam packet of very large 
dimensions, to ply regularly between the Clyde a 
the Hudson. 

American stocks, January8. United States bank 
shares have been in demand at £24.10, which is 
the present price. 
this day: Alabama fives, pound sterling 922, ci 
offdo. a 82; Indiana, 924, div.; Louisiana, (Be 
'ring’s,) $54 a 964; do. Lizardi, 94a 9435; Missi: 
sippi sixes, 93; five do.in £ sterling, 93; Obi 
sixes of 1856, 101; New York fives 91a95; Pen» 
sylvania fives, 91a 96; Camden and Amboy mil 
road, 105; Maryland sixes, 100, div. off; South Cv 
rolina fives, 954; Harrisburg and Lancaster mil 
road, 90 a 91. 

London, January8. Some rather large sales 0 
consols have been made at 943. 

5 o’clock. 

London, January 9. 
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tenants of his lordship having been ejected, Th : 
tory papers maintain that the murder was commit : 


‘ + , , * any ; 
active political agitation in all parts of it, Oneb 


pointed to agitate in each of the districts unt thee 
day appointed for presenting the people’s chant 
to parliament shall arrive, and then it is intengegh 
that the 70 or 80 delegates to assemble in Londo, 4 
from the radical associations from all parts o} the 
country, shall be followed down to the houses of 


the working classes ever known in London, Tj, 
radicals confidently calculate that the « dewionstys.§ 
tion” they will be able to make on this occasig,f- 
will make deep and permanent impression on bof 
branches of the legislature, respecting the unig} 
which exists among the lower classes, and the p- 
determination to obtain what they conceive tof 


The queen was expected to arrive in London qf experiet 


to depart from Bristol on the 28th of Jannary—tiy 


ted States, passed through Dumfries on Saturdayf © 
on a visit to St. Mary’s Isle, the residence of Jor} 
Selkirk. He was present on Monday at the elec.p © rs 
Ftion of t 
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Consols for accou nt closed at 9134. F 
“The English stocks ath 
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FRANCE. ‘gWilliaw 
The chamber of peers is engaged in a discussioth #eaped | 
on the address. It is said the king contemplaleif @eeed in 
the formation of a coalition ministry. gowing | 
The minister of commerce is about to bring for} acciden 
ward the colonial sugar bill. ® thay 
The seminary of St. Acheul, near Amiens, b> @your ob 
been closed by order of the government. | 
Marshal Soult, on his way to Paris, was attacked 
by four highwaymen, who were resisted and beate)}§ Hon. 
olf by his domestics, - 
The minister of finance has made an advance “Ff” 
500,000 francs to the bank of Marseilles. Aprc 
The American packet Burgundy had arrived at hy with the 
Havre. Andr 
The Courrier Francais states, that after the de-Py Court ir 
_parture of the French troops from Acona, s¢riolsy ares 
disturbances took place in the city. It was found gp United 
necessary to reiniorce the garrison by 200 or 30079 of Noa 
;men. Several persons had been arrested. : pired, 
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Mr. BoYLE, OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. The 
following ietters are published, solely, for the pur- 
ose of correcting erroneous linpressions respect- 
ng the manner of Mr. Boyle’s retirement from the 
: flice of chief clerk of the navy department. ) 
. Washington, January 16, 1839. 
Sir: After active service in the departinent for 
ly twenty-six years, it is matter of sincere re- 


= that any act of mine should subject you to dif- 
5 


Hey fal for the confidence reposed, a3 well as the 
kinduess uniformly manifested towards me, that 
neither the president of the United States nor your- 
self may experience embarrassinent on my account, 
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clerk. I am, very respectfully, sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Joun Boyte. 


Hon. J. K. Paulding, secretary of the navy. 


Navy department, 17ih January, 1839. 
Sir: Your letter of yesterday, signifying your re- 
siznation of the office of chief clerk in this depart- 
ment, was received last evening. 
> [naccepting it, I cannot omit the expression of 
J ny regret that a circumstance, in no way reflecting 
on your character, capacity, or usefulness, should 


4 have made this step necessary; and that I should, 


Fin consequence, lose the services of one whose long 
Jexperience and faithful assiduity were so valuable 
Fto me at this time. ' 

7 With the most sincere wishes for your future 
| prosperity aud happiness, 

I remain your friend and servant, 
J. K. PAuLpING. 
John Boyle, esqg. Washington. 





> From Braziu. The following letter has been 
furnished us by the navy department, for publica- 
tion: 
U. S. ship Independence, 
Rio de Janeirv, 27th Nov., 1838. 

Sir: I have the honor to state, for the inferma- 
Ttion of the department, that, by a late arrival from 
‘the Rio de La Plata, the intelligence has reached 
There of the declaration of war by general Rozas 
Jagainst the French nation and the provinces of the 

Banda Oriental. 
' At Montevideo, every thing remained quiet, and, 
jin consequence of the restoration of peace, com- 
)merce had begun to revive. 

The Fairfield and Dolphin still continue at the 

Rio de La Plata, for the protection of our com- 
}merce. 
§ The exploring expedition have all arrived at this 
Gplace, the Relief having arrived last night, after a 
#tedious passage of one hundred days froin the Uni- 
ted States. 

Jam happy to say that the officers and crew of 
@this ship continue in excellent health. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
With much respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
Jno. B. Nicorson. 
Capt. com’g U. S. naval forces 
on the coast of Brazil. 
on. J. K. Paulding, secretary of the navy. 








EXPLORING EXPEDITION. We publish the fol- 
owing leiter tothe secretary of the navy from lient. 
Wharles Wilkes, commanding the United States ex- 
@ploring expedition, dated on board the 

Flag ship Vincennes, 

Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 30, 1838. 

Sir: I regret to inform you of the death of James 
Smith, third,a seaman of this ship, on the 2Sth inst. 
by drowning in this harbor, while engaged in the 
“woat towing from the shore a tank of water. 

I cannot omit bringing to your notice the bold 
“yand praiseworthy conduct of passed midshipman 
jWilliam May, who was in charge, and immediately 
leaped overboard to save Smith, but did not suc: 
pcced in saving him, as he sunk almost iminediately, 
p°wing to his having received a blow from an oar 
#accidentally while passing the tow rope. 

§ Ihave the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, 
your ob’t serv’t, 
| CHARLES WILKES, 
Comd’g exploring expedition. 
Hon. James K. Paulding, 
Sec’y of the navy, Washington. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT—By and 





rrived af e wih the advice and consent of the senate. 

| Andrew G. Miller, to be judge of the supreme 
r the def} Court in and for the territory to Wisconsin. 
, seriols}) Israel Hamilton, of Ohio, to be attorney of the 


vas found 
00 or 300 


United States for the district of Ohio, in the place 


Le 

i 7 _ H. Swayne, whose commission has ex- 
) pired, 

‘ 

4 


3 


I tender for acceptance my resignation as chief 





Ferris Forman, to be attorney of the United States 
for the district cf Lilinois, from the 2d of March, 
1839, when the coinimission of David J. Baker will 
expire, 

Wiliam Hebb, Samuel D. King, and Theodore 
Kune, to be justices of the peace jor the county ol 
Washington, in the District of Columbia. 

Consuls. 

Gerhard W. Abeken, for Emden, in the Kingdom 
of Hanover. 

Slephen Powers, for Basle, in Switzerland. 

Richard J. Offley, tor Mayagues, in the island of 
Porto Rico. 

Felix H. Suau, for the island of Guadaloupe. 

Nathan :luley, for Nantes, in France. 

John G. Flugel, for Leipsic, in the Kingdom of 
Saxony. 

Young J. Porter, for Brazoria, in Texas. 

Thomas W, Robeson, for Santa Martha, in New 
Granada. 

James R. Clendon, for *‘The Bay of Islands,” 
New Zealand. 

Philemon S. Parker, for Bombay, in the East 
Indies. 

From Perv. Advices from Lima have been re- 
ceived at New York as late as the 5th of Decem- 
ber. General Santa Cruz had entered the city 
with an army of 9,000 nen, 7,000 of them Bolivi- 
ans, the Chilians retreating before him northward 
and re-embarking on board their ships. They eva- 
cuated the city on the 8th of November, Santa 
Cruz being then 12 leagues distant. One of their 
men-of-war, the schooner Arequipena, had been 
captured by two privateers, fitted out under the au- 
thority of the protector. 

A letter from an officer of the North Carolina 
states, that Santa Cruz had proposed terms to the 
Chilians, the substance of which was that both par- 
ties should withdraw their troops froin Peru, and 
that a Peruvian congress should be called, to decide 
whether the republic would or would not withdraw 
from the Peru- Bolivian confederation; but these 
propositions the Chilians had rejected. 

At the latest dates the Chilian ships were still 
hovering on the coast, intending probably to make 
a descent on some unguarded point. 

The following is from the same letter, dated No- 
vember 26. 

U. S. ship Falmouth sails for Panamaon the 29th 
of November, with the mail. 

U.S. ship Enterprise sails for Valparaiso about 
the same time. 

U.S.ship North Carolina leaves for the same 
place about the 10th proximo, and will sail for the 
United States about the Ist March. 

Falinouth. Isaac McKeever, commander; W. 
R. Lyne, Ist lieut. Officers and crew all well. 

Schr. Enterprize. H. Ingersoll, It. comn’dt; Bur- 
rit Sueppard, Ist lieutenant. 
well. 

Schr. Borer. W. C. Nicholson, lieut. com’dt; 
J.R.Solly, 1st lieutenant. Officers and crew all 
well, 





From Mexico. The United States 


and Alexander Washington of New Orleans. The 
French had endorsed the papers of the latter, and 
would doubtless endorse the papers of the other two 
before they leit the port. 
Your obedient servant, 
* * * * 

The papers from the interior are filled with arti- 
cles relative to the war betwen Mexico and France, 
which they denominate the most iniquitous recor- 
ded in history. Severalof the states most opposed 
to Bustamente’s administration are making ready to 
resist an invasion of the French. 

At Guanajuato the local government has projec- 
ted a military corps called the Sacred Battalion 
(peloton sagrado) composed of the young men of the 
state from 17to 30 years of age. The decree for 
the organization of this corps was printed and dis- 
tributed in all the public places. 

The correspondence between admiral Baudin and 
general Urrea had reacbed Mexico. 

A decree of the government ofthe 3dinstant, dis- 
poses of the voluntary contributions granted to pay 
the expenses of the war with France. Their en- 
tire amount will be paid into the public treasury, nor 
will it be used for any other purpose, however im- 
portant, under heavy penalties. 

The Restaurador publishes a statement of the 
stims of money which the government of Mexico 
directed to be paid on account of the year 1838, by 
different individuals, charged to preserve them as 
secret and extraordinary funds to be applied to the 
war expenses. They amount to $850,000. It 
wonld appear that they are the same spoken of by 
the Cosmopolita under the title of the sinking fund. 

A decree of the government of the 2d instant, es- 
tablishes a council of war and of the navy, composed 
of major general Ignacio de Moro, president, and 
a number of brigadier generals and other officers. 

There were serious troubles at Oajaca on the 19th 
December, similar to those of the 14th at Mexico. 
Large crowds assembled from all quarters, and it 
was found impossible to disperse them till the sol- 
diers received orders to fire. 

General Wave was going to Chilpancingo in Pu- 
ebla, to take command of the army of reserve. 
The Cosmopolita, however, contradicts this report. 

The sum of $4050 was collected in Mexico for 
the relief of the poor fatnilies who had emigrated 
from Vera Cruz. 
| Mr. Packenham, the British minister, and the 
| commander of the British squadron, arrived at Man- 
ga de Clavo, onthe 4th, where they had been an- 
‘nounced the day before. Their visit lasted two 
-honrs, and their object was to explain to Santa 
Anna the reasons why he ought to assist in forming 
the treaty of peace which England wishes to con- 
clude between France and Mexico. The general 
insisted on the rights of his country, and declared 








that she had merely accepted the war provoked by 
Officers and crew all | 
her to conclude a treaty with admiral Bandin, al- 
‘though the latter took pleasure in spilling Mexican 
_blood—he clearly explained the difference between 
ithe present state of atfairs and that which prevailed 
iat the time ofthe ultimatum. 

cutter | 


France. He said that humanity only would induce 


He said it was for Mexico now to demand indem- 


Woodbury, lieut. J. 8. Nichols, has arrived at New nity froin France, and the first sfep should be the 


Orleans in 10 days from Vera Cruz. The most im- 
portant news is contained in the following corres- 
pondence of the Louisianian : 
U. S. government Packet Woodbury, ? 
S. W. Pass, Jan. 20. 

Gentlemen: Deeming it of importance to our 
commerce in the Gulfof Mexico, that the merchants 
should have early information as to the position now 
taken by the French squadron, I beg you will pub- 
lish the following statement : 

On Wednesday week last, captain Paulding, of 
the U.S. ship Levant, made an official call upon 
admiral Baudin, the coinmmander in chief of the 
French forces in the Gulf of Mexico. The admiral 
informed captain P. that the ports of Tampico and 
Matamoras were, for the present, opened to com- 
merce, and pledged himself that they should not 
be again closed without timely notice being given. 
The port of Vera Cruz, | am sorry to say, 1s again 
closed. Merchant vessels are, however, permitted 
to anchor, but are not suffered under the penalty of 
confiscation to land any portion of their cargoes. 
All ports south of Vera Cruz are, as heretofore, 
blockaded. The city of Vera Cruz is now held by 
asmall Mexican guard. Its inhabitants have, by 
the order of Santa Anna, abandoned the city, with 
all their moveable effects. The army of Santa Anna 
is encamped about twelve miles in the interior. 
There are no active hostilities going on between 
the belligerent parties, but the very worst feeling 
prevails. Santa Anna had threatened to destroy 
the walls of the ciiy, and when I lefthad introduced 

owder for that purpose. I left at Vera Cruz the 

ark Louisa, of New York, the schooners Amelia, 


resturation of St. Juan de Ulloa, notin its present 
condition, but perfectly reinstated, and concluded 
by saying that the antipathies excited by Mr. Del- 
faudis would endure forever, and that neither laws 
nor treaties could put an end tothem. 

The same paper states that in giving an account 
of what took place to the government, Santa Anna 
recommended the arming of the whole nation, to 
keep the spirit of the people from becoming cool, 
and declared that war was a less evil than a shame- 
ful peace. 





From Buenos Ayres. By the ship Brutus, 
from Monte Video, sailed December 4th, Buenos 
Ayres papers to the 26th of November inclusive 
are received. Affairs between the French and the 
Buenos Ayreans remained pretty much in sfalu quo. 
The blockade had caused a great accumulation of 
vessels inthe port of Monte Video, where there 
were about 150 sail of foreign ships and 50 coast- 
ers, when the Brutussailed. The French squadron 
consisted of 12 sail; one 64, two 28s, two 22s, one 
20, three 18s, one 16, one 10, and two of 4 guns. 

The U. 8S. schooner Dolphin and sloop of war 
Fairfield were at Buenos Ayres—the former from 
Monte Video, the latter from Rio Janeiro. 

Negotiations had been renewed between the 
French consul at Monte Video and the Buenos Ay- 
rean government. The following terms were pro- 
posed by the former on the 23d of September. 

1. The government of Buenos Ayres shall place 
immediately at the disposal of the consulate general 
of France, 20,000 hard dollars, for the widow of M. 
Cesar Hypolite Bacle. 
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2. It shall cashier col. Antonio Ramirez, and de- 

osite immediately in the consulate general of 

zemeee the sum of 10,000 hard dollars for M. Pierre 
avis. 

3. It shall acknowledge the claim of M. Blas 
Desbony, and shall pay it in full within a year. 

4. The government of Buenos Ayres charged 
with the foreign affairs of the confederation, shall, 
until the conclusion of a treaty of friendship, com- 
merce, and navigation, solemnly engage itself, and 
under the condition of the most perfect reciprocity, 
to treat the French residents in the Argentine ter- 
ritory the same as those of the most favored na- 
tion. 

The note communicating this ullimatum, con- 
cludes as follows : 

France has no wish to humiliate the Argentine 
republic, after having given it innumerable proofs 
of affection and esteem, but she cannot consent to 
submit to intolerable and injurious pretensions ; she 
protests against all idea of invasion or conquest at 
the expense of the republic, whose independence 
she has solemnly acknowledged ; but she cannot 
hesitate to employ all the means in her power, 
ainege. to put an end to a contest, injurious to 

er own interests, to those of her allies, and to those 
of the republic itself. In fine, France, strong inthe 
justice of her cause, declares, that it is with regret 
she must adopt measures contrary to her habits and 
to her principles of moderation. The undersigned, 
before authorizing any measure of a character more 
hostile than those hitherto adopted, will wait 48 
hours for the answer of the government of Buenos 
Ayres to the present ultimatum. 

‘I'he consul of France, AmIE RoGer. 

The Buenos Ayrean government replied at great 
length, declaring the terms exorbitant and inad- 
missible. 

On the Ist of October the Buenos Ayrean min- 
ister for foreign affairs applied to the British con- 
sul, intimating a desire for the mediation of the 
British government. The fact was communicated 
to the French consul, who replied, not absolutely 
refusing the mediation, but disclaiming authority 
to accept it, and intimating his opinion that it 
would not be accepted by his government. 

There seems no prospect of a termination to the 
difficulties between France and the Argentine re- 
public. 

There had been a correspondence between liecut. 
Mackenzie, of the Dolphin, and the French ad- 
miral, relative to the firing of one of the French 
vessels into the American barque Madonna, as she 
was going out of Monte Video. The admiral made 
all requisite apology, and arrested the captain of 
the vessel that fired. 

The French frigate Expeditive, composing one 
of the blockading squadron at Buenos Ayres, is said 
to have been totally lost, near Martin Gracia, about 
the 17th Nov. The crew had been saved. 

[N. ¥. Com. Adv. 


FRENCH STEAM FRIGATE VELOcE. This fine 
vessel, which lies at Water’s wharf, has alrea- 
dy attracted very many of our citizens on board of 
her. She is in truth a most interesting object, and 
a visit te her will repay even those who come from 
the neighboring cities for the special purpose of 
seeing her. She is upwards of two hundred feet in 
length, and about 1400 tons burthen. She is pro- 
peiled by two steam engines of massive proportions 
and great power, the construction of which is mas- 
terly and the arrangement such as to bring the va- 
rious working parts under the eye and within the 
reach of the engineer. The machinery is entirely 
under deck, and the disposition of it struck us as be- 
ing decidedly better than that of the Great Western. 
The engine room of the Veloce, however, does not 
appear to be so fully protected against accident by 
fire as the Western. The cabins and apartments of 
the officers a recommodious, the state-rooms quite 
spacious, and all the details are provided which are 
necessary for the comfort of their gentlemanly oc- 
cupants. 

We have already stated that the Veloce was iron 
rigged. This peculiarity is carried out to an extent 
which is both novel and striking, and well merits the 
attention of the curious. The various fixtures—the 
cogwheels and windlasses by which the riggin 
is worked—meet the eye in every part of the bul- 
warks which enclose her spacious deck, and show 
that the systein has been fully carried out in all its 
details. 

One of the most striking features of this vessel is 
the arrangement by which her lofty masts are brought 
down to the deck, and the immense yards folded up, 
so that when occasion requires it, her steam power 
may be used to the best advantage. And so, on the 
other hand, her steam machinery may be entirely 
dispensed with, and she may be converted into a 


sailing vessel, with aheavy spread of convass at com- 


mand. These latter arrangements, we understand, 
are the results of the ingenuity and science of her 
commander, captain Bechameil. 

Among the visitors who were on board yesterday 
simultaneously with ourselves, we saw the hon Mr. 
Graves of Kentucky, and the hon. J. P. Kennedy, 
members of congress, and commodore Claxton of the 
U.S. navy. The French consul of Philadelphia, Mr. 
Hersant, came on board at noon, and was honored 
by a salute. 

We omitted yesterday to state that on Saturday, at 
3 o’clock, P. M. the Veloce fired a salute of twenty- 
one guns to the city ; which was duly responded to 
by an equal number of guns from the fort, and that 
the tricolor and stars and stripes mutually exchanged 
civilities. [.Balt. American. 
DREADFUL EARTHQUAKE AT MARTINIQUE. By 
the Pauline, which sailed from St. Pierre, in the 
island of Martinique, on the 12th ultimo, and ar- 
rived at New Orleans on the 3d ultimo, inforination 
is brought, giving the particulars of a terrible-earth- 
quake which visited that island on the 11th ultimo, 
and spread havoc and ruin over the whole French 
colony. The vessel having left the day after the 
disaster, the whole extent of the damage had not 
been ascertained. The devastation, however, was 
immense. Accotnts were coming in describing the 
lestruction of buildings, the laying waste of plan- 
tations, and the swallowing up and burial of many 
families. Of the towns, Port Royal appears to 
have been the greatest sufferer. Numbers of build- 
ings were demolished, and multitudes of lives lost. 
The last shock of the earthquake left scarce a build- 
ing standing, and the whole city may be said to be 
overwhelmed. Four hundred persons, it is sup- 
posed, were buried under the ruins. Of these, 
three hundred had been withdrawn from under the 
wreck and rubbish; and excavations were going 
on to extend relief to others in the same situation. 
In the town of St. Pierre the shock was not so 
severe as at Port Royal. The commotion lasted 
about five minutes. Several houses were thrown 
down, and many shaken into a shattered and totter 
ing condition. ‘The number of lives lost was very 
small compared with the destruction at other points. 
The governor of Martinique had issued his procla- 
mation, calling upon the citizens to succor each 
other in their frightful disaster, and promising the 
sympathy and assistance of the French government. 


|The call had been answered with alacrity, and ma- 


ny of the citizens had joined the garrison and ma- 
rines in digging up the ruins, opening the streets, 
propping up buildings, and repairing the desvla- 
tions which the calamity had made. For further 
and complete accounts, we must await the next ar- 
rival, as the Pauline left too soon to ascertain all 
the dreadful particulars. 


We subjoin the governor’s proclamation. 
Proclamation of rear-admiral, gov. A. De Moges. 


Citizens of Port Royal: 

You have been visited by a frightful misfortune. 
Your houses are overthrown ; you seek beneath their 
ruins, your parents, your children, your friends. 

Franee and the king will soon learn this dreadful 
calamity, and will come to your aid. 

In the interim, let all those whose courage does 
not fail them, who possess manly hearts and strong 
arms, unite with the garrison and marine to give a 
free passage to the waters, to open the streets, to 
prop up all the buildings in danger of falling, and 
thus prevent new misfortunes. 

The assistance of the king’s government, to- 
gether with that of the rest of the colony who have 
suffered less than yourselves, will not be wanting, 
and you willsuccor each other with your accus- 
tomec generosity. 

Citizens of St. Pierre : 

I have this moment learned that your city has 
suffered greatly in common with other parts of the 
island ; my utmost efforts shall be exerted to aid 
you in sustaining and repairing your misfortunes. 

Port Royal, Jan. 11th, 1839. 


Rear admiral governor. A. De Moeces. 





From Jamaica. From the New Orleans Com- 
mercial Bulletin. Jamaica papers have been re- 


g | ceived by the ship Calumet, of the date of 11th in- 


stant. Great dissatisfaction prevailed in conse- 
quence of the injudicious policy pursued by the 
governor, sir Lionel Smith. The charge against 
him was, a disposition to favor the blacks, and en- 
courage them in acts of insubordination and riot. 
The manumitted population has quit all work since 
the Christmas holidays. Agriculture was neglected, 
and the evils of indolence and disorder rapidly on 
the increase. The perplexities of his official station 
had induced sir Lionel Smith to announce his in- 
tention of resigning his commission of governor of 
Jamaica. 











———-. 8 
AMERICAN CLAIMS ON Mexico. A meeting of $= 
the claimants upon the Mexican government resid,| Mynate ar’ 
ing in New Orleans, was recently held in that cis, | ot sustai 
with a view to addressing a memorial to congreg| Bided cor! 
upon the subject of a demand against the Mexicg,| | ustains t 
government for a redress of the grievances whioy,| -ystains ¢! 
our citizens have sustained by the spoliations eo.) 7 
mitted by the Mexican government upon our com,| ) [xpIcT 
merce. A resolution was passed instructing (,) Boeyson. 
committee to take the ground in their memorjg | ury of th 
that the government of the United States have not j,| Br indict 
their relations with Mexico, assumed a position | @nd kee} 
which our right, and international law, and justice) Gop mall 
demand—protesting also against the subinission | % Beating 
our claims to the arbitration of a third power, x} Gonvicts 
compromising the interests of individuals, and de.) Gnd causi 
rogatory to our national character. Foill treat 
ngrewny * causing 
Mississippi. Itappears by the following account | ty of {09 
copied from a Vicksburg paper of the 25th ult. thal 9. well as 
an extraordinary excitement prevailed in'the legis} fhe works 
ture of Mississippi on the subject of the election yf Q-arm fort 
aU. S.senator. The letter is dated at Jacksoy F- 
the seat of the state government, Jan. 23d : |) Boos ° 

The day has been occupied with a continual} ghe inspec 
squall about United States senator—the whole town gtrated th 
is excited with the subject. gd by the 

The senate to day receded from its amendment ty J - periorit 
the resolution relating to the United States senato, f grms do ¢ 
and at the same time amended the resolution s0 a ord of 
to make Wednesday next the day for electing {ef @an Juan 
six years, and next Friday the day to elect for th} ry engir 
unexpired term. The House deeided that the sec. @ernolitio: 
ond amendmentof the senate was out of order, in.f @ mmon 2 
asmuch as that body had receded from its fis} @ vessel ¢ 
amendinent. Mr. Cox, of Washington, then offered > gut the ad 
the following resolution, which was carried : mament 

Resolved, That the clerk of the house inform tly on our £ 
senate that the house has decided the amendment inate f f§nce of ¢g 
by the senate to the resolution of the house relativewf §ecoming 
the election of a United States senator, out of order, andf he repo 
that the clerk is hereby instructed by the house of rep F # p -nish 
resentatives to inform the senate, that they are now} gy oe eay 
ready to receive them, for the purpose of electing a Unf 4 7 
ted States senator, for the constitutional term of srp #0" 4n¢ U 
years, and to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resi. 7 
nation of the hon. James F. Trotter. ‘ 

This resolution was immediately sent to the venf M 
ate, and the house tock a recess of twenty minute,> 7 Fro 
to see how the senate would take it. The presi-f § We pro) 
dent of the senate decided that every thing was out @@ form, s 
of order, but the insmediate compliance of the sen-f @perations 
ate with the demand of the resolution, and that waf amy ; an 
for the senate to repair to the house. Motions tof @fficers, fo 
adjourn were declared to be out of order—speech> 41st drag 
succeeded speech, and the senate appealed fron} @mmand 
the decision of the chair, on the motion to adjourn. > @ailed hit 
The appeal was sustained, and the decision of the) % Turner 
chair reversed, and accordingly the senate adjoum-> j@tant gen 
ed inthe midst of excitement and confusion, until R. The 
to morrow morning at !00’clock. The excitement} Mieut. B. 
in the senate was tremendous—the gallery and ref #@nuary. 
cesses were crammed to overflowing. 92d drag 

The house re-assembled at the expiration of twenf | Ist arte 
ty minutes from the time of adjournment. Tie Mave of a 
sergeant-at-arms was ordered to drag a quorum off @dered to 
members from the senate chamber. A quorum— 92¢ artill 
present, a motion was made to adjourn. A score — Mn DeHa 
of members contended that a motion to adjourn — Guts tot 
was out oforder. The speaker decided that a mo f M@tendent, 
tion to adjourn was in order, but remarked that} Phrpose. 
would be uncourteous towards the senate to adjoum— 93d arlil 
at present. dc by the 

‘The house appealed from the decision of the spea F @mmande 
ker. All was now fire and fury. Mr. Foote spoke; ft “peo 

: ie 


Mr. Smith spoke; Mr. Puckett spoke; Mr. Fae 
spoke; Mr. Belt spoke—and the whole house wa F- 


in a speaking way. 


The house looked something like a drove of 


snorting horses about this time, only a little mor 
human. It was announced that the senate had at: 
journed, when Mr. Smith instantly withdrew his ap- 
peal. Mr. Puckett renewed the appeal, and moved 
that the house take a recess until to morrow morning 
at 10 o’clock, at the same time maintaining that the 
house could not adjourn until the senatorial electio 
was over. The ayes and noes were called for, and 
the decision of the speaker was reversed by a vole 
of 48 to 37 ; so the ren is in recess until to mor 
row morning at 10 o’clock. 


Every thing is in an uproar here. The whis ft 
members of the house of representatives declar? f 


they will do nothing until the senate meets the 
house and decides this senatorial question. The 
hour is late or I would abridge the debates in both 
branches on this question. The Whigs are anx 


ious for the election to morrow, the democrats até 


against going into an election unti! next week. ANF 


effort will be made to compromise, but how it will 
succeed I cannot surmise. 


You will perceive from what I have written yo 
the spezker of the house and the president of th 
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rrectly by a vote of 48 to 37. The senate 
aes the speaker of the house, and the house 
4 ‘stains the president of the senate. So we go! 





MENT OF THE AGENT OF THE AUBURN 
From the Auburn Journal. The grand 
ary of this county last week, made out three bills 
f indictment against captain Elam Lynds, (agent 
nd keeper of the Auburn state cerned which were 
Bor maltreatment in the following particulars; 
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f the sper F @mmanded by capt. Ringgold, stationed at Carlisle. 
te spoke; B Meapt. Ringgold, recently tried before a court martial, 
Mr. Fox § Ms been honorably acquitted of all charges and spe- 
1ouse was 3 fications. 


drove ff @ the lieut. colonel. 

ttle more— | !stinfantry—Whole regiment is serving in Florida. 
te had ad- 9 2¢ infantry—Whole regiment is serving in Flori- 
ew his apf Ist lient. A. B. Eaton has been appointed 


nd moved 


vy morning 
e@ that theme 


| election FS resumed its position at Fort Jesup, having re- 
d for, and rned froin Shreveport. There isa recruiting par- 
ny a vote Fy “Under lieut. Blanchard, belonging to the regiment, 
| to mor €w Orleans. 


‘he whig he 


s declare 
neets the 


The 


on. 

»s in both F Mrleans, under captain Allen. 

are anx- f. th infuntry—Continues ‘to serve in the north and 

ocrats are peotthwest. 

yeek. ANE 6th infantry—Is in Florida. 

yw it will ff “h infantry—This regiment sustained a loss in the 
ath of captain Stuart. Lieut. Holmes, adjutant, 

itten that ##kes his company, and lieut. Gatlin is appointed 

nt of the Mutant, vice Holmes promoted as above. Captain 


















































; Reating, bruising, wounding, and illtreating”’ the 
bose “under sis charge. 2d. For ‘allowing 
Gad causing his under officers and subordinates” 
“Aoill treat them ina similar manner. And 3d. For 
“%& causing to be withheld from the convicts a quan- 
“ity of food necessary to their health and comfort— 
}s well as for “neglecting and refusing to keep 
e workshops and sleeping apartments sufficiently 
arm for the health and comfort of the said convicts.” 





BomB CANNON. Repeated experiments, under 
e inspection of scientific engineers, have demon- 
Wrated the superiority of this new weapon invent- 
@i bythe French. Itis said to possess as much 
guperiority over the old shot and mortar, as fire- 
ms do over the bow and arrow, or the spear and 
@vord of ancient times. At the bombardment of | 
Ban Juan de Ulloa, the terrible efficacy of this inili- 
engine was satisfactorily proved by the rapid 
tnolition of that fortress, deemed impregnable to 
»mmon artillery. Hereafter, the battery of a fort 
& vessel of war will not be deeined complete with- 
t the addition of a few bomb cannon to the usual 
g@mament. The Army and Navy Chronicle urges 
on our government, with good reason, the impor- 
fance of granting to our officers the opportunity of 
‘Becoming practically acquainted with this gun. 
Phe report was, that the steamship Fulton would 
Be furnished with four of these machines as part 
her equipment, and no doubt their general adop- 
on and use throughout the navy will follow. 
q [New Orleans Bulletin. 
4 





MILITARY INTELLIGENCE. 
From the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
} We propose to publish every week, in a condens: 
form, such minor details as we can procure of the | 


| the latter being on leave of absence. Captain Bon- 
nell ordered to conduct recruits to the southwest. 


om quarters removed temporarily to Ogdensburgh, 
ORDERS, Adjutant general’s office, 

No. 9. Washington, Jan. 26, 1839. 

Promotions and appointments in the army of the 
United States, since the publication of “General 
Orders,”? No. 46, dated Ist November, 1838. 

GENERAL STAFF. 

First lieutenant Henry S. Turner, 1st dragoons, 
to be assistant adjutant general, 17 Nov., 1838, vice 
Keyes, resigned. 

Captain Dixon 8. Miles, 7th infantry, to be ass’t 
quartermaster, 16 Jan., 1839. 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 

Brevet colonel Joseph G. Totten, lieut. col., to 
be colonel, 7 Dec., 1838, vice Gratiot, dismissed. 
Brevet lieutenant colonel R. E. De Russy, major, 
to be lieut. colonel, 7 Dec. 1838, vice Totten, pro- 
moted. 
Captain C. A. Ogden, to be major, 7 Dec., 1838, 
vice De Russy, promoted. 
First lieutenant John Sanders, to be captain, 7 
Dec., 1638, vice Ogden, promoted. 
Second lieutenant Williain H. Wright, to be Ist 
lieut. 7 Dec., 1838, vice Sanders, promoted. 

SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 
First lieutenant Marshall 8. Howe, to be captain, 
1 Jan., 1839, vice Tompkins, resigned. 
Second lieutenant W. Hardia, to be Ist lieut., 1 
Dec., 1838, vice O’ Niel, resigned. 
Second lieutenant Lawrence P. Graham, to be Ist 
lieut., 1 Jan., 1839, vice Howe, promoted. 
Thomas W. Thompson, of South Carolina, to be 
2d lieut., 12 Nov., 1838. 

SECOND REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 
First lieutenant John B. Grayson, to be captain, 
11 Dec., 1838, vice Chambers, deceased. 
Second lieutenant Henry C. Pratt, to be Ist lieut., | 
11 Dec., 1838, vice Grayson, promoted. 

SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
First lieutenant Samuel P. Heintzelman, to be 


captain, 4 Nov., 1838, vice Hoffman, promoted. 
Second lieutenant James W. Anderson, to be Ist | 


ARMY—OFFICIAL. 


GENERAL HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 











erations, changes, etc., of each regiment in the 
amy ; and shall be thankful to adjutants, or other 
cers, for any information that they can contribute. | 


Sinmand of the regiment, and the lieut. col. has 
ailed himself of a leave of absence. Adjutant H. 
Turner has received the appointment of ass‘t ad- 
tant general, with the rank of captain; Ist lieut. 
R. Thompson appointed adjutant in his stead. 
eut. B. S. Roberts has resigned, to take effect 28th 
nuary. 
+ 2d dragoons—Continues on duty in Florida. 
jist artillery—The colonel of this regiment has 
ave Of absence until May next. Lieut. Aisquith | 
dered to conduct recruits to the southwest. 
2d artillery—Has been recruited recently. Cap- 
n DeHart ordered to conduct a detachment of re- 
lits to the southwest, and to report to the super- 
endent of recruiting service in New York for that 
hrpose. 
3d arlillery—Now on duty in Florida, command- 
by the major, except the light company, (C,) 


y tth artillery—Serving in Florida, and commanded 


mmissary of subsistence, with the rank of captain, 
om 7th July, 1838. 
3d infantry—Col. Many’s command (4 companies) 


© 4th infantry—Is now en route for Fort Gibson, 
here it is to relieve the 7th infantry, ordered to 
in the army of the south. Gen. Arbuckle does not 
“company the 7th, being continued in command of 
department. There is a recruiting station in New 


1st dragoons—Colonel Kearny has resumed the |! 


lieut., 4 Nov., 1838, vice Heintzelman, promoted. 
Julius Hayden, of Florida, to be 2d lieut., 16 Jan., 
839. 


FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. | 
Second lieutenant Charles Hoskins, to be Ist lieut., | 
30 Dec., 1838, vice Tibbatts, deceased. 
FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
First lieutenant Edgar M. Lacy, to be captain, 
1 Nov., 1838, vice Alexander, deceased 
First lieutenant Isaac Lynde, to be captain, 1 Jan., 
1839, vice Jamison, dismissed. 
Second lieutenant Joseph H. Whipple, to be Ist 
lieut., 1 Nov., 1838, vice Lacy, promoted. 
Second lieutenant Samuel Whitehorne, to be Ist 
lientenant, 1 Jan., 1839, vice Lynde, promoted. 


Nov., 1838. 
SIXTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Brevet major Wm. Hotiiman, captain of the 2d in- 
fantry, to be major, 4 Nov., 1833, vice Glassell, de- 
ceased. 

SEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

First lieutenant Theo. H. Holmes, to be captain, 
9 Dec.. 1838, vice Stuart, deceased. 

Second lieut. James M. Wells, to be Ist lieut., 
9 Dec., 1838, vice Holmes, promoted. 

CASUALTIES. 
RESIGNATIONS. 
Captains. 
E. D. Keyes, as ass’t. adj’t. gen., 
W.W. Tompkins, 2d dragoons, 
First lieutenant. 
J.H.P.O’Neal, 2d dragoons, 
Second lieutenant. 
4th artillery, 
DEATHS. 

Major James M. Glasseil, 6th infantry, at sea, 3d 
Nov., 1338. 

Captain John Stuart, 7th infantry, Camp Illinois, 
Arkansas, 8 Dec., 1838. 

Captain William Alexander, 5th infantry, St. 
Louis, Missouri, 31 Oct., 1838. 

Ass’t quartermaster James A. Chambers, Balti- 
more, Maryland, 10 Dec., 1838. 

First lieut. 8. T. Tibbatts, 4th infantry, Louisville, 
Kentucky, 29 Dec., 1838. 

The officers promoted and appointed will report 
for duty accordingly. 

By order of Alexander Macomb, 
Major general commanding-in chief. 


16 Nov., 1838. 
31 Dec., 1838. 


30 Nov., 1838. 


A. P. Gregory, 31 Dec., 1838. 


nington. 


lat. 24 30, lon. 70, on a cruize—all weil. 
vana, Jan. 7. 


lina. 
ridge, lt. com’dt ; A. G. Slaughter, Chaplin, Boggs, 
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Pot sustain its president, but the house says he de-| lieved gen. Eustis in command of a department ; | Jan. 16—Comm’r F. Forrest command of ship Warren. 


Bory - ee 

Lid. Ml. ©. Ferry, naval school, New York. 

24—Lieut. Geo. N. Hollins, rendezvous, eel 

25—Commo. A. J. Dallas, navy yard, Pensacola. 
Comm’r J. M. McIntosh, do. do. 
Mid. H. P. Roberison, naval school, N. York. 
Mid. M. K. besa oes do. Norfolk. 

: 7 


26—P. mid. J. A. Doyle, W. uadron. 
Mid. I. N. Brown, 0. 
23—Lt. A. Bigelow, command of schr. Shark. 
P. mid. J. M. Lockert, rendezvous, Baltimore. 
Mid. E. E. Rogers, rec’g ship, Philadelphia. 
Officers ordered to the frigate Constitution. 

Daniel Turner, captain. 

Lievtenants, E. W. Carpender, R. A. Jones, W. 
H. Kennon, R. R. Pinkham, T. D. Shaw, P. Turner. 

Fleet surgeon, ‘Thomas Dilla-d. 

Assistant surgeons, C. D. Maxwell, S. Jackson. 
Purser, McK. Buchanan. 

Passed midshipman G. McCreery, acting master. 
Passed midshipmen, M. Hunt, M. Woodhull, F. 
Haggerty, L. C. Sartori. 

Midshipmen, G. HW. Cooper, C. W. Hayes, C. O. 
Ritchie, H. H. Harrison, W. A. McCrohan, R. T. 
Renshaw, .i. P. McFarland, H. F. Porter, J. H. 
Mcl. Madison, S. Bent, A. K. Hughes, J.S. Maury, 
M. Duralde. 

Boatswain, N. Steinbogh. Gunner, D. Kelly. 
Carpenter, J. Cahill. Sailmaker, N. B. Peed. 

Officers ordered to the Warren. 

Commander, French Forrest. 

Lieutenants, J.T. Gerry, John S. Little, T. E. 
Munn, Joseph Lanman. 

Surgeon, Daniel Egbert. Ass’t surgeon, A. F. 
Lawyer. Purser, T. M. Taylor. 
P. mid. D. B. Ridgely, acting master. Passed 


frigate Macedonian. 


midshipmen, J. R. Mullany, J. W. Cooke, J. J. 
Forbes, C. E. Flemming. 


Midshipmen, G. H. Preble, J. D. Todd, S .D.Val- 


Gunner, J. W. Pen- 
Sailmaker, M. 


lette. 


Boatswain, R. Whitaker. 
Carpenter, J. O. Butler. 
Wheeden. 
RESIGNATIONS. 

John J. White, passed midshipman, January 18. 
Matthew S. Pitcher, do. January 24. 

VESSELS REPORTED. 
West India squadron. Ship Erie, It. com’dt Far- 
ragut, arrived at Pensacola, Jan. 10, from Vera Cruz. 
Ship Natchez, comm’r B. Page, jr., Ontaric, 
comm’r McKenney, and brig Consort, It. com’dt 
Gardner, sailed from Havana, Jan. 8. 
Schr. Grampus, It. com. J. 8S. Paine, arrived at 
Norfolk, Jan. 22, from Pensacola, last from Havana. 
Frigate Macedonian, drepped down to the naval 


anchorage below Norfolk, Jan. 22. 


Ship Boston, comm’r Babbitt, was spoken 2d inst. 
At Ha- 


Pacific squadron. List of officers of the N. Caro- 
H. E. Ballard, commodore ; Thomas O. Self- 


Weems, Hunt, Gillis, Ingersoll, lieutenants ; J. Wil- 


son, purser; H. Hobbs, com. secretary ; Wm. Swift, 
S. H. Fowler, of Connecticut, to be 2d lieut., 12! fleet surgeon ; J. Brinckerhoff, surgeon ; Havid Har- 


lan, asst surgeon ; J. T. Houston, prof. of mathema- 
tics; C.F. McIntosh, master; F. Stanley, p. mid- 
shipman; Barney, Muse, Winder, Higgins, Mc- 
Laughlin, Dance, Biddle, Ridgely, Weston, Harrell, 
midshipmen ; Stephenson, gunner ; Jones, carpenter ; 
Brice, sailmaker. 
Schr. Experiment, It. comd’t J. Glynn, bound on 
a survey of harbors in North Carolina, sailed from 
Norfolk on Tuesday, 22d inst. 
Packet brig Consort, It. comd’t Gardner, arrived 
at New York on Friday. Officers: Wm. H. Gard- 
ner, lt. comd’t ; Montgomery Lewis, Henry T. Win- 
ate, acting lieuls.; William Crany, p. midshipman ; 
Wm. B. Sinclair, ass’t surgeon ; John B. Randolph, 
Wilson R. McKinney, midshipmen; J.S. Sloan, 
capl’s clerk ; John McKinley, acting boatswain, 
Revenue cutters. Brig Washington, it. comd’t A. 
V. Frazer, from a cruise off the coast to supply ves- 
sels, put into Hampton Roads, Jan. 20. 
A detachment of 175 seamen, under the command 
of It. C. H. Jackson, for the U.S. service, arrived 
at Norfolk on Saturday, 19th Jan. in barque Dromo, 
from Boston. 





FLORIDA WAR. 

The bill now before the Senate for the armed oc- 
cupation and settlement of Florida, is, perhaps, the 
nost important bill which will be before congress at 
this session. It is a bill which comes recommend- 
ed by the secretary at war and many experienced 
officers, not merely asthe best, but as the only 
measure which can expel the Indians from Florida, 
restore the driven off population of four counties of 
that territory to their homes, relieve the frontiers of 








: les appointed assistant quartermaster, 


R. JONES, ad}'t. gen. 


Georgia from Indian depredations, and save Amer- 
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ican mariners from massacre when wrecked or lan- 
ded on the keys or coasts of the Florida peninsula. 
Itis a bill of the utmost importance to the south, 
and also to the commerce which passes round the 
point of the peninsuia. We have already publisii- 
ed the opinion of gen. Jesup, the surgeon general, 
Dr. Lawson, and gen. HERNANDEZ, in favor of the 
bill, and we have referred to the message of gov. 
CALL in its favor, We now present some extracts 
from that message, and claim for them the attentive 
consideration which the experience of the author 
and the importance of the subject require. 
[ Globe. 
Extracts from governor Call’s message in relation to 
the Florida war. 

Since the last session of the legislative council, 
our frontier settlements have been greatly harassed 
by the marauding bands of the enemy. Notwith- 
standing the formidable and well appointed force 
emnployed by the government in presecuting the 
war, and in defending the frontier, the struggle 
with the Seminoles still continues, with all the ap- 

alling incidents of savage warfare. During the 
ast suinmer, numerous and distressing instances 
occurred, in which whole familes were murdered 
by the midnight attacks of the enemy. The fron- 
tier inhabitants were kept ina state of perpetual 
danger and alarin; and although the troops of the 
government were actively employed in their de- 
fence, it became necessary in the opinion ot the ex- 
ecutive, on the urgent application of the people and 
the officers of the exposed districts, to order a por 
tion of the militia into the service. 

Convinced by three years’ experience in prose- 
cuting the war against the Seminoles, that they can- 
not be subdued by the plan of aperations heretolore 
pursued, the secretary of war has wisely resolved 
on achange of policy. The plan which he has ju- 
diciously recommended forthe protection o1 the fron- 
tier setilers, by encouraging the return of those 
who have been driven from their homes, and organ- 
izing the whole force along our exposed borders 
into companies and battallions for the defence of the 
inhabitants, and the energy and activity with which 
he proposes to prosecute the war to a successful 


termination, is calculated to give strength to the | 


frontier, and confidence and security to the people 
of every portion of the territory. If this plan is 
carried into execution, it is confidently believed 
that the whole country which has been desolated by 
the ravages of the enemy will, in a short time, be 
reoccupied ; the Indians will be driven and confi 
ned within more narrow limiis, and the scenes of 
rapine and murder with which we have been so f{re- 
quently harassed will no longer be exhibited on onr 
borders. Connected with this plan of defence, an 
important measure for the expulsion of the enemy 
has been reco:ninended to congress. Itis propused 
to grant a portion of the public lands to those per- 
sons who will obligate themselves to settle and im- 
rove them. 

Under this encouragement to emigration, it is 
confidently believed that 10,000 permanent settlers 
might in a few months be located in the enemy’s 
country, and in a short time the whole peninsula 
would be 30 completely occupied as to leave no 
lurking place for the enemy. The adoption of this 
plan, while it would most certainly bring this pro- 
tracted and harassing war to a successful termina- 
tion, would save millions of the public treasure, and 
thonsands of valuable lives. Another important ad- 
vantage would result from this policy ; it would give 
us population, wealth and political influence, and 
forever put to rest the question of your right to ad- 
rission into the federal union. 

For more than three years this desolating war 
has been maintained within our limits. Our most 
experienced generals and onr vest appointed armies 
have been unsuccessful in its prosecution, though all 
has been done which skill, bravery, and untiring 
perseverance could accomplish. Many of the In- 
dians have been captured or destroyed; every por- 
tion of the enemy’s country has been invaded ; eve- 
ry village, every hut has been demolished ; their 
fields have been laid waste, their cattle driven off ; 
and the nation, broken and dispersed in small fugi- 
tive bands, prowl through the wilderness, or hover 
onthefrontier. But even in flight they are unsub- 
dued, and often turn on their pursuers with furious 
energy, or fall with fatal desperation on the de- 
fenceless inhabitants of the frontier. Experience 
has proved that it is not by the warch or counter- 
march of armies through the enemy’s country, that 
he is to be expelled from the land of his nativity. 
He has only to avoid battle, to evade pursuit fora 


few days, and the army, exhausted with fatigue 


and hanger, retires, before him, without the fire of 


a gun, leaving him again in undisiurbed possession 
of the field. It is not from superior bravery or 
skill in the use of arms, that the Indians have thus 














long resisted our power, but from their mode of life, 
the nature of the country they inhabit, the congeni- 
ality of the climate to their habits and pursuits, and 
its ofien fatal consequences to their pursuers. The 
spontaneons productions of nature supply tiem with 
abundant and nutricious food. The wild arrow 
root, the wild potato, the brier root, the cabbage 
tree, and the palmeto every where abound. The 
waters supply them with fish, and the woods with 
game. Hence, want and fainine, the attendant! 
consequences of invasion in every other country, 
and to every people, present no terrors to the wan. 
dering Seminole. He finds security, food, and 
shelter, in every hammock and in every swamp. 
My observations on the result of the measures here- 
tofore pursued fer the removal of the Indians, 
have brought me forcibly to the conclusion that 
it cannot be dune without a change of policy. The 
forest must be subdued before the enemy can be 
finally conquered. Every inch of ground taken 
from him must be firmly held by permanent set- 
tlers who will cultivate the soil and make the wil- 
derness their home. Under this system the savage 
would gradually retire before the approach of the 
civilized man. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 
Extract of « letter from col. James Gadsden, uddressed 
to col. Charles Downing. 

I have read attentively colonel Benton’s bill fer 

the inilitary occupation of the territory of Florida, 
and deem its general provisions good ; and, I should 
suppose, calculated to promote the object contem- 
lated. 
: The limit of 100 to a station I think small, unless 
the guard at the block-house be at least one com- 
pany. On the whole, however, I think the bill well 
enough ; and the opportunity should not be permitted 
to escape of introducing into Florida, by the strong- 
est of modern temptations, an enterprising popula- 
tion, which will expel the Indians, and develope a 
country which, I have always contended, contains 
within itself very great resources. Tothe south, east- 
ern and southern Florida will hereafter be invaluable, 
aud as costly as the war has been, it will be amply 
repaid hereafter in the knowledge it has given us of 
a country not only unknown, but which it was fash- 
ionable to represent as the land of musquitoes, alli- 
vaters, and ‘‘varmints.”” I had viewed it under 
very dillerent eyes; and I feel gratified to find that 
opinions promulgated some ten years since are 10w 
to be respected. 

You have, sir, the most favorable opportunity of 
doing more for Florida than any predecessor; aud 
now is the tine to make the best of a calamity, and 
convert this war, desolating our country, into fixal 
good for its improvement and settlement. 

Yours, respecttfuliy, 


JAMES GADSDEN. 


Colonels Warren and Mills, major Hart, and 8S. 
L. Barrett, esq., and inany other distinguished citi- 
zens of Florida, have written letters of similar im- 
port. 








COMMODORE PORTER. 
To the editor of the Globe. 

Sir: In the caption of an article published at 
Philadelphia, in the Ledger and Daily Transcript, 
of January 12th, the writer says that 1 ‘had ap- 
plied for my restoration to my former rank and 
emoluments as a captain in the navy ;” and after 
asserting that this is a project of the present sec- 
retary of the navy, says: 

‘Perhaps the secretary may suppose that the 
restoration of commodore Porter would drive the 
old officers from the service, and he may indulge 
some wish to that effect. If this be done, we shall 
never obtain the like, for the honorable spirits from 
which such characters are made, will avoid a navy 
that expects its veterans, in the autumn of their 
days, by violations of fundamental rules, to gratify 
private piques or partialities. But, besides the ve- 
terans, this step would cost us the junior officers, 
for not one of them would remain after being su- 
perseded in a manner so exceptionable.” 

My positive assertion, published in the Globe, 
that { never had applied to be restored to my for- 
miner rank in the navy, and never intended to do so, 
ought to satisfy every one that this determination 
was not made without due reflection. 

Independent of the treatment which drove me to 
seek service abroad, there are other considerations 
why Longht not to return to the navy, and these 
are explained in my letter to the honorable secre- 
tary of the 14th of January, of which I take the 
liberty to send you a copy, which is as follows : 


‘*Georgetown, Jan. 14, 1839. 
“My DEAR sir: Not willing that you should 
think me whimsical or capricious, after what has 
passed on the subject of my return to the navy, and 





<= 


my determination rot to do 30, as expressed jn {} 
Giobe of last Saturday, I think it proper to explain 
to you, briefly, why 1 cannot return, without eg 
ering myself in my own estimation and in tha of 
the public. 

** [| send an extract from the records of the court 
martial; the charge on which I was found guijty. 


the finding of the court; and the sentence of punish. | : 
nent. = 


«<The orders under which I acted have beep laid 
before the public; itis my belief that the pubj, 
have acquitted me, and pronounced the sentene, 
an unjust one. I feel that this is the case, and, op 
this impression, I have been influenced to resig, 
Nothing has occurred to change the opinion |oy, 
since formed; then why should I be willing to ste, 
forward to relieve the navy from the odiutn whic) 
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it bronght on itself by the sentence of a coy; or 
formed by thirteen of its most distinguished mney, 

bers?) Have they, collectively or individually 

made any public atonement for the injury they «i; Paid « 
me, by asentence which has been pronounced by Eriea 
the nation unjust? Had the administration, }; func 
whose persecution, before and after my trial, | wa,f | Oswe: 
driven from the service, done any thing to soothef | Cayu: 
my feelings, and to encourage me to relieve it frog | | hem 
the disgrace? Nothing! I underwent the punist.f 9» C2 
ment to which I was sentenced withcut complain. f Sek 
ing; but Iam not willing to belong again toof @ Gone: 


corps which makes it punishable to show ‘an any. 
ious disposi‘ion to maintain the honor and advane 
the interests of the nation and service.’ 
I have the honor to be, 
With much respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed, ) DAVID PORTER, 
**Hon. J. K. Paulding, secretary of the navy.” 


Of the thirteen officers who composed the cuur, 
seven are dead. Of those who are still living, owf 
I believe to be my friend; one I know to be uyf_ 
friend; of two I have never had cause to doubt there 
friendship; two have never given any evidenced ?°~ ‘k 
their friendship for me; and one I believe to be mh 7 Siok 
enemy. Li 

As the author of the article alluded to is, I be. 
lieve, one of the members of the court who passe 


sales 
























ile 
sentence of punishment on me, I leave the publi 114,6: 
to determine, alter what ha3 come before it, whe. The 
ther the publication, which drew from me thi Qhe inte 
article, is deserving of any thing from me but cof Jre as fe 
tempt. 
J I am, with great respect, oaned 
Your very obedient servant, do 
DAVID PORTER. F— P"’es‘e 
Georgetown, February 3, 1839. : eae 
at 
Extract—charge first. “iitiese 
‘Disobedience of ordeis, and conduct unle . 
coming an officer. F The : 
“Specification. For that he, the said David Pug Bin ce 
ter, being in command of the naval forces of tf Bo.» 
United States in the West India seas, Gulf of Magi Qoether | 
ico, &c. did, on or about the lith day of Noven— @ [po 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eigiih Qvested { 
hundred and twenty-four, with a part of said vai} gnal deb 
force, land on the island of Porto Rico, in the om 1337 an 
minions of his Catholic majesty, the king of Spang annual 
then, and still in amity, and at peace with the Ung ae 
ted States, in a forcible and hostile manner, and" Toe 
inilitary array, and did then and there commitay@, inte 
vers acts of hestility against the subjects and poy plus ah 
perty of the said king of Spain, in contraventi(f@s,. 
of the constitution of the United States, and of the ea 
laws of nations, and in violation of the instructioif® 9, 
from the government of the United States, to lih™ eizht } 
; : ie 
the said David Porter.”’ ; The 
“After having carefully and maturtly weigh] the late 
and delibe:ated upon the matter, the court is of # a 
opinion that the specification of the first charge" Cavac 
fully proved, and docs adjudge the accused gully Chon 
of the first charge. ® Crooke 


«Jn deciding upon the first charge, and the sp? Chena: 
cification under it, the court, however, feels 115" 
called upon to ascribe the conduct of the accuse 
which is deemed censurable, to an anxious disp Add 
sition on his part to maintain the honor and advan 


the interest of the nation and service. _ 
« The court does, therefore, sentence and adjn¢s during 
the said captain David Purter to be suspended FF tenance 
the term of six months from the date hereof.” 
MEMBERS OF THE COURT. James Barron, Me aris al 
sident ; Thomas Tingey, James Biddle, Charles Jsweg 


Ridgely, Robt. Trail Spence, J. W. Downes, J: : nih 
Henley, J. D. Elliott, James Renshaw, ThoORs ¢,.,). 
Brown, Charles C. B. Thompson, Alexander hena 
Wardsworth, Geo. W. Rodgers. Richard S. Comm 


judge advocate, 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION. 
ye ERS OF THE CANAL FUND. 
thout low. b From the Albany Argus. 
| in that of > This report was made to the assembly on the 3d 
Sf January. eta 
¥ ‘he moneys ia the hands of the commissioners on 
Bhe Bich Sepiember, 1837, as shown by the annual re- 

Se of last year, page 2,amounted to —- $3,413,638 95 
® Received during the year ending 30th 
Kept. 1833, sl rae 
: ‘ee and Champlain cana 

ad, 4 32 517,169 86 

Oswego canal fund, 76,218 97 


f the Court 
nd Suilty ; 
> of PUhish. 


e been laid 


the public 
€ Sentence 





IS, and, op Cayuga and Seneca canal, 31,840 23 
l to res} n Crecaanat canal, 33,318 15 
Pinion lons Crooked Lake canal 11,060 07 


214,379 90 
431,666 77 
2,079,147 07 


Chenango canal, 
Black River canal, 
anesce Valley canal, 


ling to stey f 
fiuta Which E 
of 








“om 8 Court, 5,454,801 07 
ished men. 
rd Vidually, $3,863,440 02 


ry they adh) 
10UNCed by 
tration, by f 
trial, 1 wash 7 
1 tO soothe 
leve it from 
the Punish. 


Paid during the same period, viz: 
Erie and Champlain canal 
Seats $2,120,321 33 
Oswego canal fund, 76,218 97 
Cayuga and Seneca canal, 31,340 23 
Chemung canal, 33,318 15 
Crooked Lake canal, 11,060 07 
t Chenango canal, 219,511 26 
E complain @ Black River canal, 127°124 18 
again toa @ Genesee Va'ley canal, 329,161 20 
wean anes @ ~$2,948,555 44 
ind advance fh 








Leaving a balance in the hands of the 
ommiss:oners, on the 30th Sept. 1833, $5,919,834 53 
The receipts on account of the Evie and Chain- 
















































ervant, Plain canal fund, lor the year, amount to 

ORTER, fF - $1,553,135 84 

e navy.” Expenditures fur the year, 603,131 02 

Leaving the nett revenue of the 

d the cour f fund, $95 J,0U5 52 

living. ouf @ Luere has been reedemed of the debt during the 
~)  mear, $351,023 15. 

yp to be uses? P?°. Sede OE ; 

> doubt thie @ Pee Hie and Camplain canal stock outstanding 

y evidenced Ith Sept. 1333, 1s as lollows, viz: ‘ 

re to be nim Stock of 1337, $63,547 15 

NE @ Stock of 1345, 2,191,287 50 

| to is, I be 2,259,834 65 


who passe. 


le annual interest on the above debt, is 
e the public 


114,622 99. 


ore if, whe The moncys invested, applicable to the payment of 
omsme thi’ Bhe interest and extinction of the principal of the debt, 
me but com® Gre as follows, viz: 
Ann, int. 
oined to banks atSperct. $793861 03 $39,693 20 
unt, do — do 44 do 261,513 05 11,763 03 
IORTER. | dnvested in stocks and bonds 


ato per cent, 
pTemporary loan to treasury 
at 6 per cent, 


433,469 25 24,423 46 


1,159,836 18 69.530 17 





duct unbe $2,703,632 51 $145,474 91 
| The above investments do not include the sums ad- 
1 David Po gvanced to the treasury or the sums standing to the cre- 
orces of te me’ Of (4c commissioners in the Mechanics’ and Far- 
Pe mers’ and the New York State banks, amounting to- 
rulf of Mak Boy! 948 46 ” 
e We Beether to $948,551 14. 
of Novel @ Tne preceding statement shows that the capital in- 
usand elgis ‘ ested tor the paymentof the Erie and Champlain ca- 
of said nave wna! debt exceeds the amount of outstanding stocks of 
o, in the dof 91337 and 1845, by the sum of $443,847 86, and that the 
ng of Spain g2nnual interest on the investment exceeds the amount 
ith the Uli: Sey? payable on the canal debt, by the sum of 
. die “3 de . ’ 
yooidan it fae report gives a statement of the sums received 
cts and poh interest on deposites and investinents of the sur- 
ontraventia “ey moneys in the hands of the commissioners of 
s, and of tim * canal fund from 1826 to 1838, which shows that 
instruction canal fund has been increased froin this source 
ates, to litem? Mion one hundred and ninety nine thousand 
, Seght hundred and thirty nine dollars. 

) , The actual amount of revenue and expenditures of 
the lateral canals for the fiscal year, is as follows, viz : 
Expenditures. Revenue. Deficiencies. 
$76,218 97 $21,753 27 $54,460 70 


tly weight 
yurt is of a 


rst charge Oswego canal, 


cused guile C2¥4ga & Seneca do. 31,840 23 16,322 66 15,517 62 
wwe 8 "B® Chemung canal, 33,318 15 3,435 04 29,833 11 
Crooked Lake canal, 11,060 07 1,022 52 10.037 65 

and the sP¢R} Chenango canal, 134,987 83 15,676 27 119,311 61 


1, feels its¢ 
the accuse 
xious disp? 
and advan 





$287,425 35 $58,264 76 $229,160 59 
Add revenue to deficiency, 58,264 76 





Equal to expenditure, $287,425 35 
and adjadiia g The revenues derived immediately from the canals, 
anata uring the fiscal year, and the expenses of their main- 

P (? hance, are as follows, viz: 

= Er; Revenue from tolls. 

Barron, p* tie and Champlain canals, $1,415,279 79 
», Charles Of} ~swego canal, 24,373 14 
ownes, J.-H} ayuga and Seneca canal, 18,040 43 
aw, Thowl ¢ lemung canal, 4,707 16 
‘lexander ‘ Tooked Lake canal, 1,884 77 
ard 8. Cos henango canal, 17,317 07 


$1,481,602 41 





Expenditures for repairs and the collection of tolls. 
Erie and Champlain canals, $513,279 99 


Oswego canal, 53,243 64 
Cayuga and Seneca canal, 21,616 35 
Chemung canal, 18,740 27 


Crooked Lake canal, 


5,922 32 
Chenango canal, 


21,911 75 
$639,714 32 











Surplus of the revenues of the canals from 
tolls over and above the cost of their 


maintenance, 841,838 09 
If the interest paid during the last year on 

the debt of the lateral canals which are 

finished, be deducted, 170,000 00 





It leaves a surplus of $671,838 09 
STATISTICS OF PITTSBURG. 

The following s.atistics of the flourishing city of 
Pittsburg, are copied from Harris’ Intelligencer : 

With the enlargement of our paper we commence 
to give a brief account of the population, business, 
and various manufacturing and other establishments 
of Pittsburg and vicinity. In our remarks we will 
include our very flourishing neighbor, the beautiful 
town of Allegheny, separated from us only by the 
river, over Which we have now two bridges, an aque- 
duct, and another bridge in course of construction. 
We will also include the twelve or thirteen towns and 
villages which are clustered around Pittsburg, and 
embraced within a compass of five miles. The vole 
ziven in this space, at tle general election in October 
last, was about 5,700. Calculating, as is usually done, 
ten souls for every voter, the population would be 
57,000; we presume, however, that 55,000 would 
be a fair estimate. 

Allegheny town alone has a population of near 
10,000, and is rapidly increasing. Business, all over 
the United States, for the last two years, has been 
rather stationary, from the general suspension by the 
bauks and the derangement of the currency. and the 
consequent drawback upon our trade and commerce. 
Bui notwithstanding this, our city has steadily ad- 
vanced in population, a large nuimber of buildings 
has been erected, and now every house is filled. 
Not a failure of any considerable importance has ta 
ken place; our merchants, mauufacturers, mechan- 
ics, aud men of business generally, are in the best 
heart and condition; our debts abroad, have generai- 
ly been paid; the credit of Pittsburg, at home and 
over the world, stands deservedly high; and her en- 
ergies, resources and enterprize are about opening 
to her a great increase of business, to keep pace 
with the immense extension of business and popuia- 
tion of the vast valleys of the Ohio, Mississippi, and 
Missouri rivers, and tieir numerous tributaries. Li 
we mistake not, the year 1839 will find Pittsburg 
doing a larger and a better general business than she 
has ever yetdone. Her merchants, manulacturers, 
and mechanics, are prudent and untiring in their in- 
dustry and enterprize, and every possible prepara- 
tion is making to meet the general revival of trade. 

The annual business of Pittsburgh has been fairly 
estimated at aboat $31,590,750—which may be di- 
vided as follows : 





Pittsburgh manufactures, $11,606,350 
Mercantile sales, 13,100,000 
Commission business, 5,875,000 
Coal trade * 1,000,000 


There are five banks, with a capital of about 


$4,500,000; 3 insurance offices, and one or two 
agencies ; 3 exchange offices ; extensive water and 
gas works to supply the city with water and gas 
licht; 3 post offices, viz. city, Allegheny and East 
Liberty; 4 sets of city and borough officers, viz. 
mayor, select and common council, and subordinate 
officers, for Pittsburgh ; Burgess, town council, &e. 
for Allegheny, Birmingham, and Lawrenceville re- 
spectively. A United States custom house ; United 
States arsenal at Lawrenceville, that cost about 
$300,000, and has generally from 50,000 to 80,000 
stand of smal! arms, and is likewise supplied with a 
large number of heavy and field cannon, and a cor- 
responding quantity of ammunition and equipments. 
Board of trade and reading rooms, receiving weekly 
upwards of 50 of the best papers in the United 
States ; merchants and strangers can at all times 
visit it on being introduced by one of the members. 
Of newspapers, 13 are published; 2 daily and 11 
weekly—1 German, 3 religious, 1 counterfeit detec- 
tor, 1 mercantile, 1 literary, and 6 business and po- 
litical journals. Several libraries and literary socie- 
ties; an institute of the arts and sciences ; 2 theolo- 
gical seminaries; 1 university and a large number of 
seminaries and public an.! private schools. About 
50 clergymen of various denominations, and about 





*W> estimated the value of the coal trade, in 1837, 
at $565,200; since then it has greatly increased. 
Mr. Riddle, of the Advocate, estimated it ata mil- 
lion, which we think is correct or nearly so. 


as many churches and sabbath schools; 1 western 
foreign missionary society, 6 bible societies, and a 
number of ladies’ and gentlemen’s humane and be- 
nevolent societies. About 56 physicians and den- 
tists. Five differentcourts are heldin Pittsburch:— 
United States, supreme, district, common pleas, and 
mayor’s. Law officers—3 judges, 2 associates, 1 re- 
corder, 1 sheriff, 1 United States marshal, and under 
officers, and about 60 attornies at law. Nine fire 
companies, and 10 volunteer companies all well er- 
ganized and handsomely equipped. Four steamboat 
offices, and about 62 steamboats, owned either in 
whole or in part by our commission and other mere 
chants, who are generally agents. Ten canal and 
railroad lines, four canal packet offices, 80 canal and 
packet boats, between Pittsburgh and Johnstown, 4 
mail stage offices with 9 stages going out and com- 
ing in daily, 8 turnpike roads, 4 bridges, finished and 
unfinished, and 1 aqueduct. 

The following will show pretty correctly the busi- 
ness departinent: 

Wholesale merchants. Forty-six grocers, 23 com- 
mission merchants, most of whom aye also grocers, 
orreceive all kinds of goods on consigument; 21 
dry goods, 6 hardware, 5 variety, comb, and fane rg 
3 queensware, 15 shoe and boot, most of whom kee 
bonnets and chip hats, 1 bonnet and hat, 12 hat, 9 
leather, 17 drug, (almost all of which retail,) 2 ex- 
tensive auctioneers, 4 paper warehouses, 3 looking- 
glass dealers. 

Manufuctories. Nine iron and nails, 2 shovels and 
spade, 10 iron foundaries, 10 steam engine manufac- 
tories, 6 cotton, 8 white lead, 1 platforia scale, 1 pa- 
tent asbestos chest, 3 plough, 6 wagon, 8 coach, 3 
engravers, 4 French burr millstone factories, 1] 
steam saw mills, 1 gold leaf factory, 1 sash factory, 
5 breweries, 2 oil mills, 5 steam flour milis, 1 eard- 
ing machine factory, 4 rope walks, 1 chemical fac- 
tory, 3 steam planing machines, 1 saddle tree facto- 
ry, L hat body factory ; and about 374 mechanical 
establishments of various kinds. There are also 
about 9 totels, 40 taverns, 80 boarding houses. 

We might add, in conclusion, that in addition to 
the gcods brought to and taken froin Pittsburgh an- 
nually, by the canal and rivers, there are about 6,000 
loaded wagons arrived from the eastern cities, and 
from all parts of the country, and it may be fairl 
computed they bring in and take out avout 3000 ibs. 
on an average—making 36,000,000 Ibs. 


CHINESE MUSEUM. 

We abridge from Silliman’s Journal the account 
of a curious exhibition which has just been opened 
in Philadelphia. Mr. Nathan Dann, of that city, 
engaged in the prosecution of business at Canton, 
has been in the habit fora Jong time past of trans- 
mitting to this country every thing characteristic or 
rare, eitherin the natural history or the natural and 
artificial curiosities and manulactures of the Chi- 
nese. Having conducted bimselfin such a way as 
to secure the confidence of the people, he waseen- 
abled to obtain favors not usually granted to stran- 
gers. One alter another he has procured, either by 
purchase or as presents, mnaiy costly articles, which 
are said to be entire novelties even to those who 
have residedin China. The collection, comprising 
upwards of three hundred cases, has been arranged 
in the form of a museum. The following are the 
principal groups: 

«The entrance saloon forins a vestibule of China, 
through which the visiter passes to the great saloon, 
one hundred and sixty feet in length, by sixty-three 
in width, and twenty-four feet in height, witha 
double colonnade; to the right and left of which 
are the numerous cases containing specimens of all 
that is rare, curious, or common, to be procured in 
the celestial empire. This scene as is common 
among the wealthy Chinese, in partitioning off a 
very large saloon from the remainder of the great 
ground floor of their houses. It is richly gilt, and 
ornamented with Chinese paintings on silk, inserted 
in the pannels, and is mounted above with small 

ilt apertures; in these latter are inserted paint- 
ings of boats and gorgeous flowers.” 

In this room are contained accurate and charac. 
teristic whole size Chinese figures of various rank, 
from the mandarins to the cooleys, from women of 
distinction to those sculling their boats on the ri- 
vers. These are in number seventy or eighty, 
and were made by a very experieuced artist in this 
line, from living subjects. The material of the 
faces and hands is a prepared substance, so well 
adapted to the operation of moulding as to take the 
impression perfectly and retain it permanently. 

« The effect of this department,” says the descrip- 
tion, “is to exhibit the inhabitants of China as they 
really exist. Great care was taken in precuring the 
likenesses, and about three years of the time of the 
proprietor were occupied in bringing them to per- 
fection.” 

There are here also articles in common use for 
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domestic purposes, to ornament grounds, fish ponds, 
&c., or used as flower pots, re i vases, seats, &c., 
differing materially from any that have ever been 
exported. Several thousa ieces of fine China 
may be seen, including the thin egg-shell cup with 
its lettered inscriptions, octagon pipe-stands, tliree 
or four feet in height, inscribed Jandmarks, tile 
work, screens, &c., in very numerous patterns, af- 
fording us ‘ barbarians,” new ideas on the subject 
of their manufactures, and probably news patterns 
for our artists. 

In addition to these are numerous peculiar models 
of boats, bridges, summer-houses, furniture, books, 
besides various specimers in the departinent of natu- 
ral history. Of the paiatings, representing Chinese 
life in detail, it is said the portraits will astomsh 
those who have seen only the paltry daubs usually 
brought as specimens of art in that nation. There 
is one portrait of the high priests in the Honan tem- 
ple, and others of distinguished men well known in 
Canton, worked with the minuteness of miniature 
painting. : 

Agricultural and other instruments. ‘ We no- 
tice,” says the Journal, ‘‘among the agricultural 
instruments, the very crude plough, that is drawn by 
the buffalo with his simple yoke and rope traces; the 
harrow, differing from that of our country, is one of 
the accompaniments. ‘There are forks, rakes, hoes, 
axes, shovels, spades of wood faced with iron for the 
sake of economy, &c.; a complete set of carpen- 
penter’s and joiner’s, or cabinet maker’s tools; of 
the superiority of these over our own we cannot say 
much. There isa native shoemaker’s shop com- 
plete ; a biacksmith’s anvil, his curious bellows, &c. 
comprising the complete accoutrements of the tra- 
velling smith; the entire shop of the ambulatory 
barber, his clumsy, short razor, cases, &c. The 
musical instruments of the Chinese also figure in 
full among the curiosities. Castings of iron of very 
great beauty, consisting of pots, kettles, and other 
cooking utensils of universal use, and which, unlike 
our own of tle same metal, may be mended at plea- 
sure as easily as our own tin vessels. 

Here is a study of Chinese manufactures perfectly 
novel to any American, who will be suprised to find 
that the most siinpl> operation which he has been 
taught to believe can be performed only by an in- 
strument of acertain form, is equally well execnu- 
ted by another of a totally different figure; the flat 
iron, for instance, is more tike our chafing dish than 
what we employ for smoothing linen. We are 
amused to see the New England patent mouse-trap 
that has been used in China for ages. ‘There are 

ongs, bells, metallic mirrors, and articles under this 
1ead Which nothing short cf a most copious deserip- 
tive catalogue would embrace.” 

“4 Chinese room. At the east end, faced by a 
very superb alcove brought from China, is a Chi- 
nese rooin. The alcove itself consists of wood 
deeply carved out of solid blocks; the carving re- 

resen‘s figures of men, animals, birds, flowers, &c. 
Che cutting penetrates through the whole of each 
piece, and forms a net work, the front being painted 
and gilt in the Asiatic taste, with the rich colors for 
which the nation is so celebrated. The screen isa 
fac simile of those put up in the houses of the weal- 
thy, to form an ante-rooin in their large establish- 
ments. ‘This vestibule will be decorated with fur- 
niture, such as chairs, tables, siands, stools, vases, 
maxims, scrolls, &c., and in every respect will re- 

resent a room as actually occupied by the rich. 
his screen work extends over the tops of the cases 
the entire iength of the north side of the rooin, and 


its eilect is extremely gorgeous, reminding one of 


the representations made in old illuminated manu- 
scripts, before the invention of prinung in Eu- 
rope.” 

The design of the whole exhibition is to present 


a faithfui delineation of the peculiar mode of life of 


a wonderful aud unchanging people. 





HON. JOHN C. CALHOUN. 
From the Raleigh (N. C.) Standard. 

Ata meeting of the democratic republican mem- 
bers of the general assembly of North Carolina, 
favorable to the present adininistration of the gen- 
eral government, held on the 2d January, 1839, the 
following resolutions were adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, That the fearless, disinterested, and patri- 
otic course of the hon. John C. Calhoun, in the senate 
of the United States, upon the great measure of sepa- 
rating the general government from banks and bank 
influence, commands our adimiration and confidence. 

Resolved, That the chairman and other officers of 
this necting are directed to communicate to Mr. Cal- 
houn, the sentiments of this meeting towards him, in 
any terms, which are becoming to freemen 1n express- 
jng'their approbation of a public servant. 

A true copy : 
W. N. EDWARDS, chairman. 

M. Hoxe, 


secrelaries 
M. A. Recent cretas 


- Raleigh, January 8, 1839. 
To the hon. John C. Calhoun: . : 

Srr: As a committee of “the democratic re- 
publican members of the general assembly of North 
Carolina favorable to the present administration of 
the general government,”’ we have the houor to 
forward to you certain resolutions adopted at their 
meeting on the 2d instant. 

In executing the duty assigned us, we believe 
we cannot so well accomplish the object of our ap- 
pointment as by inviting your attention to the reso- 
lutions themselves, and adding our own testimony, 
individually, to the sincerity of the sentiments they 
contain. ‘There is no measure to which the demo- 
cratic members of the general assembly look with 
more intense interest, or a more earnest desire for 
its success, than “ the great measure of separating 
the general government from banks and bank in- 
fluence ;” and we are sure we speak truly their 
sentiments, when we say they greet you as a fear- 
less, disinterested and patriotic adjunct in that good 
work. 

For the assurance of the pleasure we take in be- 
ing the organ of this communication, we beg leave 
to add the high and respectful consideration with 
which we are 

Your obedient servants, 
W. N. EDWARDS, chairman. 

M. Hoxe, 


M. A. Witcox, secretaries. 

Washington, 24th January, 1839. 

GENTLEMEN: I have been honored by your com- 
inunication, covering a resolution adopted by the 
republican members of the legislature of North 
Carolina, approving my course on the great mea- 
sure of separating the government and the banks. 

That my conduct, in so important and trying a 
juncture of my life, should receive such distin- 
guished notice from a quarter so respectable, is a 
source of high gratification, which I shall not soon 
forget. 

I do not deem it necessary, on this occasion, to 
renew the discussion in favor of the great measure 
to which the resolution relates. It has already been 
amply vindicated, under every aspect, moral and 
political, by arguments unanswered, and, I might 
add, unanswerable. But permit me to say, that it 
would be a fatal delusion to suppose that any force 
of reason could terminate, at once, a contest in- 
volving so many and such vast interests, ramified 
through the entire body politic. So far from being 
terminated, the contest has only fairly commenced 
The connection between the government and the 
banks, instead of being dissolved, is almost in as 
full force, as before the late suspension of specie 
payment. That event, as is well known, was fol- 
lowed by a suspension of the connection between 
the government and the banks, through the opera. 
| tion of laws that forbade the receiving of the notes 
of any but specie paying banks, or to use any other 
as the depository of the public money. The strug. 
gle during the extra and late sessions, was to make 
this forced suspension, originating in the act of the 
banks themselves, permanent, and to substitute in 
the place of banks, as the fiscal agents of the go- 
verninent, the independent and constitutional trea- 
sury. In this great object we failed ; and the sub- 
sequent restoration of specie payment again revi- 
ved the connection, which the suspension had sn- 
perseded during the period of its continuance. It 
is thus that the state of things, as they existed prior 
to the late suspension, and which led to it, is again 
revived, to be continued till another suspension fol- 
lows, unless, indeed, the intelligence and virtue of 
the community shall, in the mean time, terminate 
a connection which has proved, and ever will prove, 
a curse to all concerned, banks, government, and 
people. 

It thus appears that, as yet, nothing beyond the 
argument and the intelligence which it has so wide- 
ly diffused arnong the people in relation to this vi- 
tal subject, has been accomplished. We have not 
carried a single measure. Our opponents have 
voted down all our measures, by small majorities ; 
nor has the system for which we contend been, as 
yet, in operation. It is true that a tempurary and 
partial suspension of the connection between the 
government and the banks followed the late sus- 
pension of specie payment, as has been stated. I 
say partial, as well as temporary; for instead of 
collecting the revenue in the constitutional curren- 
cy during that period, the government was forced 
to suspend the collection almost entirely, and in- 
stead of paying its debts in the same, it was forced 
to substitute irredeemable bank notes in its pay- 
nents, to a large amount, or suspend payments al- 
together. And yet,in the face of all these facts, 
our opponents, who have defeated our measures, 
and who boast of that defeat and triumph in the 
death of the sub-treasury, as they call it, regardless 
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of every principle of justice or fairness, atte; ‘deratic 
hold us responsible for the present state of thj,,. ra t 
which, by their votes, they have forced oy 7 Sr oie 















































against our most strenuous exertions. The atte, 
will be in vain. On them, and not on us, the "4 
sponsibility rests. Their system, not ours i‘ | 
system of bank connection, and not the constity, 
tional treasury, has prevailed. It is now in fore 
and has been in force almost from the beginning | 

the government, and to which, of course, on eu | 
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nancial and pecuniary disorders, past, present, 4, “Behose W 
to come, so long as it continues, must be cary Brest as | 
and not to ours, which neither is, or ever has | pf whic 
in force, except for a short period, when the goven, Bon the 
ment went first into operation. It is, indeed || put, as 
fearful responsibility ; not so much as to the mas Biemsel 
and present, as the fature. Who is there so bli) Mpe read 
as not to see the fearful expansion of the bankis| ‘Mproceed 
system at this time? The tendency of the times; hich 1 
to convert all property into credits, and ail credish ieve, th 
through the agency of banks, into currency ; and cy| Bnents 0 
there be any so ignorant of the nature of curren} @ ‘The | 
and the limits beyond which it cannot with saje, Ir. C., 
go, as nul to see the consequence? The syste, he peri 
cannot go on; it must come toanend. An exp) Gnysell, 
sion, greater and more calamitous, must folloy.{ War obje 
and when it comes, let not those whohave defeayj} @nterest 
the constitutional treasury, and thereby restored i}, ociated 
fatal connection between the government and ban, It is | 
shrink from the responsibility, and charge the C0. hat Lh 
sequence of their own acts on us. with ab 
| Inthe mean time, our course is clear. Let yf ued by 
stand fast on the impregnable ground we now «| Mhave bi 
cupy, strenuously and perseveringly contending {gf @hem, v 
an entire and complete divorce, and resisting 4 gainst 
temporary expedients, or half-way measures. Ti} @rgume 
effects of all such are but to perplex and confouyf @whiole | 
our friends, and to assume the fearful responsibility ver, by 
now resting on our opponents, without retarding Mxpedie 
or weakening the approaching catastrophe. Wd pr, if fo: 
must wait the progress of truth, and the march of @hen. 
events, till the time arrives, when the great maf @hese 0; 
sure, for which we contend, shall gain the complef @olute 3 
ascendancy, as it most assuredly will, if we. by ouf Wut the 
firmness and fidelity, shall prove ourselves worllyf @eeding 
of such acause. ‘To this, let us add a spirit of @he con 
kindness and forbearance towards friends who hav @ieve th 
separated from us on this great measure. When @flen at 
question so novel and complex is first agitated, ij} es thar 
is not to be expected that all, who agree in genen} qkaow tl 
principles, shall at once come to the same conc.) @xisun: 
sion. Much iwust be allowed in such cases to th} Bake p 
diversity of the human intellect, and the differen] What the 


aspecis uucer which great and complex questiou} @pparen 


are almost necessarily viewed. But, where th) @hey ha 
principles are the same, time and experience wi} @'estio: 
almost certainly bring together those whom reasa} pight of 


alone, without their aid, could not prevent fro} 7 leasur 
separating ; and such, I feel confident, will be tj grou th 
case in the present instance, if we act with fof 7 rom Ww! 
bearance and kindness towards those who, on tif gpelllion 
present occasion, have separated from us. gedzie 
With great respect, Prcised, 

] am, &e. &e. Pe sale 
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W. N. Edwards, esq. chairman ; M. Hoke, and X L act of | 
A. Wilcox, esgrs. secretaries. Peived | 
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On the subject of abolition petitions. Bhe cou 
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Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose to present a pete 
tion, and said: I have received, Mr. President,‘f_ 
petition to the senate and house of representative 
of the United States, which I wish to present °F 
the senate. Itis signed by several hundred inhabit” 
tants of the District of Columbia, and chiefly °F 
the city of Washington. Among them I recoguit 
the name of the highly esteemed mayor of the cil 
and other respectable names, some of which 2¢ 
personally and well known tome. They expresp wontrib 
their regret that the subject of the abolition i) #cord 
slavery within the district of Columbia continu) @Yselt 
to be pressed npon the consideration of congresp #y Pov 
by inconsiderate and misguided individuals in oth e Pissuad 
parts of the United States. They state that theyy udject 
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do not desire the abolition of slavery within thet Ther 
district, even if congress possess the very ques eeeres 
tionable power of abolishing it, without the covPe every 













sent of the people whose interests would be imme> 0, fre 
diately and directly affected by the measure ; ‘hp “ col 
it is a question solely between the people of theme avery, 
district and their only constitutional legislature pee: tc 
purely municipal, and one in which no exteri0e id of t 
influence or interest can justly interfere ; that, if dona s 
at any future period the people of this districth%'¢ss m 
should desire the abolition of slavery within bf mplary 
they will doubtless make their wishes known, whe"F ablishe 
it will be time enough to take the matter into cou’'p'™s, ¢ 
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‘attempt. evens that they do not, on this occasion, pre- | amongst mankind. The next class consists of ap- substitute the powers of the ballot box ; and he must 
» Of thin : po themselves to congress because they are| parent abolitionists—that is, those who, having be blind to what is passing before us, who does not 
reed on ~ *Iave-holders—many of them are not—some of them | been persuaded that the right of petition has been| perceive that the inevitable tendency of. their pro- 
Phe attemsd | ae conscientiously oppesed to slavery—but they | violated by congress, co-operate with the abolition- ceedings is, if these should be found insufficient, to 
US, the m 4 ear because they justly respect the rights of | ists for the sole purpose of asserting and vindicating | invoke, finally, the more potent powers of the bayo- 
t ours, th,” + who own that description of property, and| that right. And the third class are the real ultra- | net. ha 
© constiyy! Mpecause they entertain a deep conviction that the | abolitionists, who are resolved to persevere in the| Mr. President, it is at this alarming stage of the 
V in force Meontinued agitation of the question by those who| pursuit of their object at all hazards, and without proceedings of the ultra-abolitionists that I would 
€ginningy Wpave no right to interfere with it, has an injurious | regard to any consequences, however calamitous | seriously invite every considerate man in the coun- 
2, On even | influence on the peace and tranquillity of the com-|they may be. With them the rights of property | try soleinnly to pause, and deliberately to reflect, not 
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hose who are held in subjection; they finally pro- 
test as well against the unauthorized intervention 
»f which they complain, as against any legislation 
on the part of congress In compliance therewith. 
But, as | wish these respectable petitioners to be 
hemselves heard, I request that their petition may 
ho read. {lt was read accordingly, and Mr. Clay 
Syroceeded.} & am informed by the committee 
hich requested me to offer this petition, and be- 
jeve, that it expresses the almost unanimous senti- 
ments of the people of the District of Columbia. 
The performance of this service affords me, said 
With safejy Ir. C., a legitimate opportunity, of which, with 
Phe systey) Mthe permission of the senate, I mean now to avail 
An exp) ggnyself, to say something, not only on the particu- 
ust folloy} War objects of the petition, but upon the great and 
ve defeat! @nteresting subject with which it is intimately as- 
restored th ociated. 


t and banks It is well known to the senate, said Mr. Clay, 
ge the C0, hat I have thought that the most judicious course 

Brith abolition petitions has not been of late pur- 
ar. Let | ued by congress. I have believed that it would 
re now of mpave been wisest to have received and referred 
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hem, without opposition, and to have reported 
gainst their object in a calm and dispassionate and 
rgumentative appeal to the good sense of the 
hole community. It has been supposed, how- 
ver, by a majority of congress, that it was most 
Wxpedient either not to receive the petitions at all, 
‘pr, if formally received, not to act definitively upon 
hen. There is no substantial difference between 
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great ma} mhese opposite opinions, since both look to an ab- 
ne compleyf @olute sejection of the prayer of the petitioners. 
we. by ou But there is a great difference in the form of pro- 
ves worllsf qeeding; and, Mr. President, soine experience in 
a spirit 0 Bhe conduct of human affairs has taught me to be- 
is who hay’ @ieve that a neglect to observe established forms is 
». When @fien attended with more mischievous consequen- 
azitated, | Wes than the infliction of a positive injury. We all 
e in gener} gxaow that, even In private life, a violation of the 
me conc, @xisting usages and ceremonies of society cannot 
sases to ty} Wake place without serious prejudice. T fear, sir, 
he differen} @hat the abolitionists have acquired a considerable 


pparent force by blending with the object which 
ivy have in view a collateral and totally ditferent 
@iuestion arising out of an alleged violation of the 
Bight of petition. I know full well, and take great 
Pleasure in testifying, that nothing was remoter 
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will be th{ grom the intention ot the majority of the senate, 
t with fof rom which I differed, than to violate the right of 


who, on tf @petition in any case in whieh, according to its 
2. Jidzment, that right could be constitutionally ex- 
#rcised, or where the object of the petition could 
Pe safely or properly granted. Still, it must be 
LHOUN. | ®Wned that the abolitionists have seized hold of the 
oke, and Xj @act of the treatment which their petitions have re- 
feived in congress, and made injurious itnpressions 
Bpon the minds of a large portion of the commu- 
Pity. This, I think, might have been avoided by 
Wie course which I should have been glad to have 


























a “Been pursued. 

1839. » And I desire now, Mr. President, to advert to 
sent a pelip Bome of those topics which I think might have 
President, f @°&" usefully embodied in a report by a committee 
resentative w! the senate, and which, 1 am persuaded, would 
) present ff ave checked the progress, if it had not altogether 
dred inbabif wtested the efforts, of abolition. 1 am sensible, 
1 chiefly of @e that this work would have been accomplished 


ith much greater ability and with much happier 
of the citip wlect, under the auspices of a committee, than it 
which at— #2" be by me. But, anxious as I always am to 
ey exprests ontribute whatever is in ny power to the harmony, 
abolition if @ocord, and happiness of this great people, I feel 
a continua) #Yself irresistibly impelled to do whatever is in 
of congress} #2Y Power, incompetent as I feel myself to be, to 
als in othe} w'Ssuade the public from continuing to ayitate a 
e that theyi™ ubject fraught with the most direful consequences. 
within the There are three classes of persons opposed, or 
very ques #PParently opposed, to the continued existence of 
it the comp #/avery in the United States. The first are those 
d be imme 0, from sentiments of philanthropy and humanity, 
asure ; that@@re conscientiously opposed to the existence of 
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ople of {hep #'avery, but who are no less opposed, at the same 
legislature, ime, to any disturbance of the peace and tranquil- 
o exteriotfa''Y Of the union, or the infringement of the powers 


(the states composing the confederacy. In this 
lass may be comprehended that peaceful and ex- 
} within it}Pr™plary society of * Friends,” one of whose es- 
own, whell Mlished maxiins is, an abhorence of war in all its 
br into cou-fe’'™s, and the cultivation of peace and good-will 
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are nothing; the deficiency of the powers of the 
general government is nothing; the acknowledged 
anc incontestable powers of the states are nothing ; 
civil war, a dissolution of the union, and the over- 
throw of a government in which are concentrated 
the fondest hopes of the civilized world, are nothing. 
A single idea has taken possession of their minds, 
and onward they pursue it, overlooking all barriers, 
reckless and regardless of all consequences. With 
this class, the tinmediate abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and in the territory of Florida, 
the prohibition of the removal of slaves from state 
to state, and the refusal to admit any new state, 
comprising within its limits the institution of do- 
mestic slavery, are but so many means conducing 
to the accomplishment of the ultimate but perilous 
end at which they avowedly and boldly aim; are 
but so many short stages in the long and bloody 
road to the distant goal at which they would finally 
arrive. Their purpose is abolition, universal abo- 
lition, peaceably if it can, forcibly if it must. Their 
object is no longer concealed by the thinest veil; 
it is avowed and proclaimed. Utterly destitute of 
constitutional or other rightful power, living in 
totally distinct communities, as alien to the commu- 
nities in which the subject on which they would 
operate resides, so far as concerns political power 
over that subject, as if they lived in Africa or Asia, 
they nevertheless promulgate to the world their 
purpose to be to manumit forthwith, and without 
compensation, aud without moral preparation, three 
millions of negro slaves, under jurisdictions alto- 
gether separated from those under which they live. 
i have said that immediate abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia and the territory of Flo- 
rida, and the exclusion of new states, were only 
ineans towards the attainment of a much more im- 
portant end. Unfortunately, they are not the 
only means. Another, and inuch more lamentable 
one is that which this class is endeavoring to em- 
ploy, of arraying one portion against another por- 
tion of the union. With that view, in ail their 
leading prints and publications, the alleged horrors 
of slavery are depicted in the most glowing and 
exaggerated colors, to excite the imaginations and 
stimulate the rage of the people in the free states 
against the people in the slave states. The slave- 
holder is held up and represented as the most atro- 
cious of human beings. Advertisements of fugi- 
tive slaves and of slaves to be sold, are carefully 
collected and blazoned forth, to infuse a spirit of | 
detestation and hatred against one entire and the’ 
largest section of the union. And like a notorious | 
agitator upon another theatre, they would hunt 
duiwn and proscribe from the pale of civilized so- 
ciety the inhabitants of that entire section. Allow 
ine, Mr. President, to say, that whilst [ recognize 
in the justly wounded feelings of the minister of 
the United States at the court of St James, much 
to excuse the notice which he was provoked to 
take of that agitator, in my humble opinion, he 
would better have consuited the dignity of his sta- 
tion and of his country in treating him with con- 
temptuous silence. He would exclude us from 
European society—he who himself can only obtain 
a coutraband admission, and is received with scorn- 
ful repugnance into it! If be be no more desirous 
of our society than we are of his, he may rest as- 
sured that a state of eternal non-intercourse will 
exist between us. Yes, sir, I think the American 
minister would have best pursued the dictates of 
true dignity by regarding the language of the mem- 
ber of the British house of commons as the malig- 
nant ravings of the plunderer of his own country, 
and the libeller of a foreign and kindred people. 
But the means to which I have already adverted 
are not the only unes which this third class of ultra- 
abolitionists are employing to effect their ultimate 
end. They began their operations by professing to 
employ only persuasive means in appealing to the 
humanity, and enlightening the understandings, of 
the slaveholding portion of the union. If there were 
some kindness in this avowed motive, it must be ac- 
knowledged that there was rather a presumptuous 
display also of an assumed superiority in intelligence 
aud knowledge. For some time they continued to 
inake these appeals to our duty and our interest ; 
but impatient with the slow influence of their logic 








upon our stupid minds, they recently resolved to | 
change their system of action. To the agency of | 
their powers of persuasion, they now propose to| 


merely on our existing posture, but upon that dread- 
ful precipice down which they would hurry us. [t 
is because these ultra-abolitionists have ceased to 
employ the instraments of reason and persuasion, 
have made their cause political, and have appealed 
to the ballot box, that I ain induced, upon this occa- 
sion to address you. 

There have ‘been three epochs in the history of 
our country at which the spirit of abolition displayed 
itself. The first was immediately after the forma- 
tion of the present federal government. When the 
constitution was about going into operation, its 
powers were not well understood by the communify 
at large, and remained to be accurately interpreted 
and defined. At that period numerous abolition 
sucieties were formed, comprising not merely the 
society of Friends, but many other gocd men. Pe- 
titions were presented to congress, praying for the 
abolition of slavery. They were received without 
serious opposition, referred, and reported upon by a 
committee. The report stated that the general go- 
vernment had no power to abolish slavery as it ex- 
isted in the several states, and that these staies theim- 
selves had «xclusive jurisdiction over the subject. 
The report was generally acquiesced in, and satis- 
faction and tranquillity ensued ; the abolition socie- 
ties thereafter limiting their exertions, in respect to 
the black population, to offices of humanity within 
the scope ol existing laws. 

The next period when the subject of slavery, and 
abolition incidentally, was brought into notice and 
discussion, was that on the memorable occasion of 
the adinission of the state of Missouri into the union. 
The struggle was long, strenuous, and fearful. It 
is too recent to make it necessary to do more than 
merely advert to it, and to say, that it was finally 
composed by one of those compromises characteris- 
tic of our institutions, and of which the constitution 
itself is the most signal instance. 

The third is that in which we now find ourselves. 
Various causes, Mr. President, have contributed to 
produce the existing excitement on the subject of 
abolition. The principal one, perhaps, is the exain- 
ple of British emancipation of the slaves in the is- 
lands adjacent to our country. Such is the similarie 
ty in laws, in language, in institutions, and in com- 
mon origin, between Great Britain and the United 
States, that no great measure of national policy can 
be adopted in the one country without producing a 
considerable degree of influence in the other. Con- 
founding the totally diflerent cases together, of the 
powers of the British parliament and those of the 
congress of the United States, and the totally differ- 
ent situations of the British West India islands, aid 
the slaves inthe sovereign and independent states of 
this confederacy, superficial men have inferred from 
the undecided British experiment the practicability 
of the abolition of slavery in these states. The 
powers of the British pps are unlimited, and 
are often described to be omnipotent. ‘The powers 
of the American congress, on the contrary, are few, 
cautiously limited, scrupulously excluding all that 
are not granted, and, above all, carefully and abso- 
lutely excluding all power over the existence or con- 
tinuance of slavery in the several states. The 
slaves, too, upon which British legislation operated, 
were not in the bosom of the kingdom, but in remote 
and feeble colonies having no voice in parliament. 
The West India slaveholder was neither represented 
nor representative in that parliament. And whilst I 
most fervently wish complete success to the British 
experiment of West India emancipation, I confess 
that I have fearful forebodings of a disastrous termi- 
nation of it. Whatever it may be, I think, it must 
be adinitted that, if the British parliament treated the 
West India slaves as freemen, it also treated the 
West India freemen as slaves. If, instead of these 
slaves being separated by a wide ocean from the pa- 
rent country, three or four millions of African negro 
slaves had been dispersed over England, Scotland, 
Wales, and Ireiand, and their owners had been mem- 
bers of the British parliament—a case which would 
have presented some analogy to that of our own 
country—does any one believe that it would have 
been expedient or practicable to have emancipated 
them, leaving them to remain, with all their eimbit- 
tered feelings, in the United Kingdom, boundless as 
the powers of the British parliament aie? ‘ 

Other causes have conspired with the British ex- 
ainple to produce the existing excitement froin abo- 
lition. I say it with profound regret, but with no in- 
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tention to occasion irritation here or elsewhere, that 
there are persons in both parts of the union who have 
souzit to mingle abolition with politics, and to array 
one portion of the union against the other. It is the 
misforiuue in free countries that, in bigh party times, 
a disposition too often prevails to seize hold of every 
thing waich can strengthen the one side or weaken 
the other. Charges of fostering abolition designs 
have been heedlessly and unjustly made by one 
party against the other. Prior to the late election ot 
the present president of the United States, he was 
charged with being an abolitionist, and abolition de- 
signs were imputed to many of his supporters. 
Mach as I was opposed to his election, and ain to his 
adininistration, [ neither shared in making nor be- 
lieving the truth of the charge. He was scarcely 
installed in office before the same charge was di- 
rected against those who opposed his election. 

Mr. President, it is not true, and [ rejoice that it is 
not true, that either of the two great parties in this 
country has any designs or aim at abolition. I 
should deeply lament if it were true. I should 
consider, if it were true, that the danger to the sta- 
bility of our system would be infinitely greater than 
any which does, I hope, actually exist. Whilst nei- 
ther party can be, [ think, justly aceused of any abo- 
litton teadency or purpose, both have profited, and 
both have been injured, in particular localities, by 


the accession or abstraction of abolition support. If 


the account were fairly stated, I believe the party to 
which I am opposed has profited much more, and 
been injured much less, than that to which I belong. 
Bat I ain far, for that reason, from being disposed to 
accuse our adversaries of being abolitionists. 

And now, Mr. President, allow me to consider the 
several cases in which the authority of congress is 
invoked by these abolition petitioners upon the sub- 
ject of donestic slavery. The first relates to it as it 
exists in the District of Columbia. The following 
is the provision of the constitution of the United 
States in reference to that matter: 

* T's exercise exclusive legislation in all cases what- 
soever over such district (not exceeding ten miles 
sguarc) as may by cession of particular states, ard the 
acceptaiive of congress, become the seat of government 
of tie United Siates.” 

‘This provision preceded, in point of time, the ac- 
tual cessions which were inade by the states of Marv- 
land and Virginia. The object of the cession was 
to establish a seat of government of the United States ; 
and the grant in the constitution of exclusive legis- 
Jation must be understood, and should be always tn- 
terpreted, as having relation to the object of the ces- 
sion. Lt was with a full knowledge of this clause in 
the constitution that those two states ceded to the 
general government the ten miles square, constitut- 
ing the District of Colu:ndia. In making the ces- 
sion, they supposed that it was to be applied, and 
applied solely, to the purposes of a seat of govern- 
ment, for which it was asked. When it was made, 
siavery existed in both those comimonwealths, and in 
the ceded teri ory, as it now continues to exist in all 
of thein. Neither Maryland nor Virginia could have 
anticipated that, whilst the institution remained 
witila their respective limits, its abolition would 
ba atlempted by congress without their consent. 
Neither of tha:n would probably have made an un- 
conditional cession, if they could have anticipated 
such a result. 

Fro: the nature of the provision in the constitu- 
tion, an the avowe.l object of the acquisition of the 
territory, two duties arise on the part of congress. 
The first is, torender the District available, comlorta- 
ble, and convenient, as a seat of government of the 
whole union; the other is, to govern the people 
within the District se as best to promote their happi- 
ness and prosperity. These objects are totally dis- 
tinct in their nature, and, in interpreting and exer- 
cising the grant of the power of exclusive lezislation, 
that distinction should be constantly borne in mind. 
Is it necessary, in order to render this place a com- 
fortable seat of the general government, to abolish 
slavery within its limits?) No one can or will ad- 
vance suciia proposition, The government has re- 
mained here near forty years without the slightest in- 
convenience from the presence of domestic slavery. 
Is it necessary to the well-being of the people of the 
District that slavery should be abolished from 
amongst them? They not only neither ask nor de- 
sire, but are almost unanimously opposed to it. It 
exists here in the mildest and most mitigated form. 
In a population of 39,834 there were, at the last enu- 
ineration of the population of the United States, but 
6,1i5 siaves. The number hag not probably much 
increased since. They are dispersed over the ten 
miles square, engaged in the quiet pursuits of hus- 
baadry, or in menial offices in domestic life. Ifit 
were necessary to the efficiency of this place as a 
seat of the general government to abolish slavery, 
which is utterly denied, the abolition should be con- 
fined to the necessity which prompts it, that is, to 


granted, 
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| gotiate and conelude. 





the limits of the city of Washington itself. Beyond 
those limits, persons concerned in the government of 
the United States have no more to do with the in- 
habitants of the District than they have with the in- 
habitants of the adjacent counties of Maryland and 
Virginia which lie beyond the District. 

‘To abolish slavery within the District of Colum- 
bia, whilst it retnains in Virginia and Marylaud, situ- 
ated, as that District is, within the very heart of 
those states, would expose them to great practical 
inconvenience and annoyance. The District would 
become a place of refuge and escape for fugitive 
slaves from the two states, and a place from whicha 
spirit of discontent, insuboidination, and insurrec- 
tion, might be fostered and encouraged in the two 
states. Suppose, as was atone time under considera- 
tion, Pennsylvania had granted ten miles square 
Within its limits for the purpose ofa seat of the gene- 
ral governiment; could congress, without a violation 
of good faith, bave introduced and established slave- 
ry within the bosom of that commonwealth, in the 
ceded territory, after she had atolished it so long 
ago as the year 1780? Yet the inconvenience to 
Pennsylvania in the case supposed would have been 
much less than that to Virginia and Maryland in the 
case We are arguing. 

it was upon this view of the subject that the sen- 
ate, at its last session, solemuly declared that it 
would be a violation of implied faith, resulting from 
the transaction of the cession, to abolish slavery 
within the District of Columbia. And would it not 
be? By implied faithis meant that when a grant is 
inade for one avowed and declared purpose, known 
to the parties, the grant should not be perverted to 
another purpose, unavowed, and andeclared, and in. 
jurious lo the grantor. The grant, in the case we 
are considering, of the territory of Columbia, was 
lor a seat of government. Whiatever power is neces- 
sary to accomplish that object is carried along by 
the grant. But the abolition of slavery is not neces- 
sary to the enjoyment of this site as a seat of the 
general government. ‘The grant in the constitution, 
oi exclusive power of legislation over the District, 
was made to ensure the exercise of an exclusive au- 
thority of the general government, to render this 
place a safe and secure seat of government, and to 
promote the well-being of the inhabitants of the Dis- 
trict. The power granted ought to be interpreted 
and exercised solely to the end for which it was 
The language of the grant was necessa- 
rily broad, comprehensive, and exclusive, because all 
the exigencies which might arise to render this a se- 
cure seat of the general government could not have 
been foreseen and provided for. The language may 
possibly be sufficiently comprehensive to include a 
power of abolition, but it would not at all thence fol- 
low that the power could be rightfully exercised. 
The case may be resembled to that of a plenipoten- 
tiary invested with a plenary power, but who, at the 
sane time, bas positive instructions from his go- 


| vernmeut as to the kind of treaty which he is to ne- 


It he violates these instruc- 
tions, and concludes a different treaty, this govern- 
mieut is not bound by it. And if the foreign govern- 
inentis aware of the violation, it acts in bad faith. 
Or it may be illustrated by an example drawn from 
private life. I am an endorser for my friend on a 
note discounted in bank. He applies to me to en- 
dorse another to renew it, which I doin blank. Now, 
this gives him power to make any other use of my 
note which he pleases. But if, instead of applying 
it to the intended purpose, he goes to a broker and 
he commits a breach of trust, and a violation of the 
good faith implied in the whole transaction. 

But, Mr. President, if this reasoning were as er- 
roneous as I believe it to be correct and conclusive, 
is the affair of the liberation of six thousand negro 
slaves in this District, disconnected with the three 
millions of slaves in the United States, of sufficient 
magnitude to agitate, distract, and embitter this 
great confederacy ? 

The next case in which the petitioners ask the ex- 
ercise of the power of congress, relates to slavery 
in the territory of Florida, 

Florida is the extreme southern portion of the 
United States. Itis bounded on ail its land sides 
by slave states, and is several hundred miles from 
the nearest free state. It almost extends within the 
tropics, and the nearest important island to iton the 
water side is Cuba, a slave island. This simple 
statement of its geographical position should of it- 
self decide the question. When, by the treaty of 
1819 with Spain, it was ceded to the United States, 
slavery existed within it. By the terms of that 
treaty, the effects and property of the inhabitants 
are secured to them, and they are allowed to re- 
move and take them away, if they think proper to 
do so, without limitation as to time. If it were ex- 
pedient, therefore, to abolish slavery in it, it could 
not be done consistently with the treaty, without 





SS 
granting to the ancient inhabitants a reasonable ; 
to remove their slaves. But further. By the hey 
promise which took place on the passage of the a 
for the admission of Missouri into the union, jy, th, 
year 1820, it was agreed and understood that the 
line of 86 deg. 30 min. of north Jatitude should tnark 
the boundary between the free states and the slay 
states to be created in the territories of the United 
States ceded by the treaty of Louisiana; those sity 
ated south of it being slave states, and those noith 
of it, free states. But Florida is south of that ling 
and consequently, according to the spirit of the yy 
derstanding which prevailed at the period alluded 
to, should be aslave state. It may be true that the 
compromise does not in terms embrace Flcrida, ang 
that it is not absolutely binding and obligatory. 
but all candid and impartial nen must agree that jt 
ought not to be disregarded without the most weigh; 
considerations, and that nothing could be more to 
be deprecated than to open anew the bleedjyo 
wounds which were happiuy bound up ant healed 
by that compromise. Florida is the only remaining 
territory to be admitted into the union with the jp, 
stitution of domestic slavery, while Wisconsin a),4 
Iowa are now nearly ripe for admission without jt 

The next instance in which the exercise of the 
power of congress is solicited, is that of prohibiting 
what is denominated by the petitioners the slaye 
trade between the states, or, as it is described in abo. 
lition petitions, the traffic in human beings be. 
tween the states. This exercise of the power of 
congress is claimed under that clause of the constj. 
tution which invests it with authority to regulate 
commerce with foreign nations, and amons the 
several states, and with the Indian tribes. The 
power to regulate commerce among the several 
states, like other powers in the constitution, has 
hitherto remained dormant in respect to the inter. 
or trade by land between the states. It was a pow. 
er granted, like all the other powers of the general 
governinent, ta secure peace and harmony ainong 
the states. Hithertoit has not been necessary to 
exercise it. All the cases in which, during the pro. 
gress of time it may become expedient to exert the 
general authority to regulate cominerce between 
the states, cannot be conceived. We may easily 
imagine, however, contingencies which, if they 
were to happen, mizht require the interposition cf 
the common authority. If, for example, the state 
of Ohio were, by law, to prohibit any vessel enter- 
ing the port of Cincinnati, from the port of Louis- 
ville, in Kentucky, if that case be not already pro- 
vided for by the laws which regulate our coasting 
trade, it would be competent to the general goveru- 
ment to annul the prohibition emanating from state 
authority. Or ifthe state of Kentucky were to pro- 
hibit the introdnetion, within its limits, of any ar 
ticles of trade, the production of the industry of the 
inhabitants of the state of Ohio, the general govern- 
ment might, by its authority, supersede the state 
enactment. But I dceny that the general govern: 
ment has any authority, whatever, from the cousti- 
tution, to abolish what is called the slave trade, o, 
in other words, to prohibit the removal of slaves 
from one slave state to another slave state. 

The grant in the constitution is of a power of 
regulation, and not prohibition. It is conservative, 
not destructive. Rezulation ex vi termini implies 
the continued existence or prosecution of the 
thing regulated. Prohibition implies total discon- 
tinuance or annihilation. The regulation intenced 
was designed to facilitate and aecommodate, not 10 
obstruct and incomimode the commerce to be regi: 
lated. Can it be pretended that, under this powe! 
toreguiate coinmerce among the states, congress 
has the power to prohibit the transportation of live 
stock which, in countless numbers, are daily pass- 
ing from the western and interior states to the 
southern, southwestern, and Atlantic states? The 
moment the incontestable fact is admifted, that ne 
gro slaves are property, the law of moveable prope™ 
ty irresistibly attaches itself to them, and secur 
the right of carrying them from one to anotli 
state, where they are recognised as property, with- 
out any hindrance whatever from congress. 

But, Mr. President, I will not detain the senate 
longer on the subjects of slavery within the Di 
trict and in Florida, and of the right of congress ' 
prohibit the removal of slaves from one state '¢ 
another. These, as I have already intimated, with 
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ultra-abolitionists are but so many masked batte- § 


ries, concealing the real and ultimate point of at 
tack. ‘That point of attack is the institution ° 
domestic slavery as it exists in these states. It! 
to liberate three millions of slaves held in bondagé 
within them. And now allow me, siz, to glance # 
the insurmountable obstacles which lie in the wy) 
of the accomplishment of this end, and at some ol 
the consequences which would ensue if it wer 
possible to attain it. 

The first impediment is the utter and absolut? 
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i vant of all power on the part of the general go- 
J ernment to effect the purpose. The constitution 
7; the United States creates a limited government, 
Fe omprising comparatively few powers, and leaving 
Tthe residuary mass of political power in the pos- 
Jeession of the several states. It is well known that 
the subject of slavery interposed one of the great- 


Fost ditliculties in the formation of the constitution. 
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of harmony and patriotism. According to that 
compromise, NO power whatever was granted to the 
J eneral government in respect to domestic slavery, 
Put that which relates to taxation and representa- 
“tion, and the power to restore fugitive slaves to 
“their lawful owners. All other power in regard to 
‘the institution of slavery was retained exclusively 
dy the states, to be exercised by them severally, 
according to their respective views of their own pe- 
culiar interest. The constitution of the United 
States never could have been formed upon the prin- 
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ciple oi investing the general government with 
authority to abolish the institution at its pleasure. 
It never can be coutinued for a single day if the 
exercise of such a power be asstimed or usurped. 

But it may be contended by these ultra-aboli- 
 tionists that their objectis not to stimulate the ac- 
tion of the general goverament, but to operate upon 


the states theinselves in which the institution of 
‘domestic slavery exists. If that be their object, 

why are these abolition societies and movements 
‘all confined to the free states?) Why are the slave 
‘states wantonly and cruelly assailed? Why do the 


abolition presses teem with publications tending to 


excite hatred and animosity on the part of the in- 
‘habitants of the free states against those of the 
Why is congress petitioned? The 
' free states have uo more power or right to interfere 


- with institutions in the slave states, confided to the 
‘exclusive jurisciction of those states, than they 
_ would have to interfere with institutions existing | 


inany foreign country. What would be thought of 





the formation of societies in Great Britain, the is- 


- sue of nuinerous inflammatory publications, and 
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the sending out of lecturers throughout the king- 
dom, denouncing and aiming at the destruction of 
any of the institutions of France? Would they be 
regarded as proceedings warranted by good neigh- 
borhood?) Or what would be thought of the forma- 
tion of societies in the slave states, the issuing of 
violent and inflammatory tracts, and the deputation 
of missionaries, pouring out impassioned denun- 
cialions against institutions under the exclusive 
control of the free states? Is their purpose to ap- 
peal to our understandings, and to actuate our hu- 
inanity? Anddo they expect to accomplish that 
purpose by holding us up to the scorn, and con- 
tempt, and detestation of the people of the free 
states and the whole civilized world? The slavery 
which exists amongst us is our affair, not theirs; 
and they have no more just concern with it than 
they have with slavery as it exists throughout the 
world. Why not leave it te us, as the common 
constitution of our country has left it, to be dealt 
with, under the guidance of Providence, as best we 
may or can ?. 

The next obstacle in the way of abolition arises 
ont of the fact of the presence in the slave states of 
three millions of slaves. They are there, dispersed 
throuzhout the land, part and parcel of our popula- 
tion, They were brought into the country origi- 
fiaily under the authority of the parent governinent 
Whilst we were colonies, and their importation was 
Continued in spite of all the remonstrances of our 
ancestors. If the question were an original ques- 
tion, whether, there being no slaves within the 
country, we should introduce them, and incorporate 
then into our society, that would be a totally dif- 
ferent question. Few, if any, of the citizens of 
the United States would be found to favor their in- 
troduction. No man in it would oppose, upon that 
supposition, their adinission with more determined 
Tesolution and conscientious repugnance than I 
Should. But that is not the question. The slaves 
are here; no practical scheme for their removal on 
Separation from us has been yet devised or propo- 
Sed; and the true inquiry is, what is best to be 
done with them. In buman affairs we are often 
Constrained, by the force of circumstances and the 
actual state of things, to do what we would not do 
if that state of things did not exist. Theslaves are 
here, and here must remain, in some condition; 
and, [ repeat, how are they to be best governed? 

Vhat is best to be done for their happiness and our 
Own? *In the slave states the alternative is, that 
he white mau must govern the black, or the black 
=oVvern the white. In several of those states, the 
humber of the slaves is greater than that of the 
White population. An 
Slavery in them, as these ultra abolitionists pro- 
pose, would be followed by a desperate struggle for 
'Mmediate ascendancy of the black race over the 


was happily compromised and adjusted in a spirit} 


immediate abolition of 


white race, or rather it would be followed by in- 
stantaneous collisions between the tworaces, which 
would break out into a civil war ti.at would end in 
the exterinination or subjugation of the one race or 
the other. In such an alternative, who can hesi- 
tate? Is it not better Jor both parties that the ex- 
isting state of things should be preserved, instead 
of exposing them to the horrible strifes and con- 
tests which would inevitably attend an immediate 
abolition? This is our true ground of defence for 
the continued existence of slavery in our country. 
It is that which our revolutionary ancestors assu- 
med. Itis that which, in my opinion, forms our 
justification in the eyes of all christendom. 

A third impediment to immediate abolition is to 
be found in the immense amount of capital which is 
invested in slave property. The total number of 


of two millions. 


mark, let us suppose that it is only four hundred 
dollars. 
the slave property in the United States is twelve 
hundred millions of dollars. ‘This property is diifu- 
sed throughout all classes and conditions of society. 


and infirm, as well asthe sound and vigorous. 
family settlements. 


the sole reliance, in many instances, of creditors 
within and without the slave states, forthe payment 
of the debts due to them. And now it is rashly 
proposed, by a single fiat of legislation, to annihi- 
late this immense amount of property! Te anni- 
| hilate it without indemnity and without coinpensa- 
tian to its owners! Does any considerate man be- 


out convulsion, revolution, and bloodshed? 
I know that there is a visionary dogma, which 


property. 
tive abstraction. That is property which the law 
declares fo be property. ‘T'wo hundred years of le- 
gislation have sanctioned and sanctified negro slaves 
as property. Under all the forms of government 
which have existed upon this continent during that 
long space of time—under the British goverainent— 
under the colonial governiment—under all the state 
constitutions and governments—and under the Fed- 


itation. Although the West India planters had no 


property. 


abolition, they should at once set about raising a 
fund oftwelve hundred millions of dollars, to indem- 
nify the owners of slave property. And the taxes 
to raise that enormous amount can only be justly 
assessed tipon themselves or upon the free states, if 
they can persuade thein fo assent to such an assess. 
inent; for itwonld be a mockery of all justice and 
an outrage against all equity to levy any portion of 
the tax upon the slave states to pay for their own 
unquestioned property. 

If the sotatheratians to which I have already ad- 


from further perseverance in their designs, the in- 
terest of the very cause which they profess to es- 
pouse ought to check their career. Instead of ad- 
vancing, by their efforts, that cause, they have 
thrown back for half a century the prospect of any 
species of einancipation of the African race, gradu- 
alor immediate in any of the states. They have 
done more; they have increased the rigors of legis- 


states. 


cipation, I mean that slow but safe and cautious 
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The total value, then, by that estimate, of 








lieve it to be possible to eilect such an ebject with- | 


emancipation had its influence. 


holds that negro slaves cannot be the subject of | 
I shalt not dwell long on this specula- | ol ¢ 
in the years 1798-79. 








sylvania atthe instance of Dr. Franklin, in the year 
1730, and, according to which, he geteration in 
being were to reuiain in slavery, but ali their off- 
spring born afier a specified day were to be free at 
the age of twenty-eight, and, in the mean time, 
were lo receive preparatory instruction to qualily 
thein for the enjoyment of freedom. That was the 
species of eimaucipation which, at the epoch to 
which I allude, was discussed in Kentucky. No 
one wag rash enough to propose or think of imme- 
diate abolition. No one was rash enough to think 


of throwing leose upon the community, ignorant 


and unprepared, the untutored slaves of the state, 
Many thought, and I amongst them, that as each of 


the slave stales had a right exclusively to judge for 
‘itself in respect to the institution of domestic slave- 


ry, the proportion of slaves compared with the 


slaves in the United States, according to the last; white population in that state, at that time, was so 
enumeration of the population, was a little upwards | inconside:able that a system of gradual eimancipa- 
Assuming their increase ata ra-| tion might have been safely adupted without any 
tio, which it probably is, of five per cent. per an-) hazard to the security and interests of the common- 
num, their present number would be three millions.| wealth. And i still think thatthe question of such 
The average value of slaves at this time is stated | emancipation in (he farming states isone whose so- 
by persons well informed to be as high as five bun- | lution depends upon the relaiive numbers of the two 
dred dollars cach. To be certainly within the! 


races inany given state. If I had been a citizen of 
the state ot Pennsylvania, when Franklin’s jlan was 
adopted, I should have voted for it, because by no 
possibi.i'y could the black race ever acquire the as- 
cendancy in that state. Butit 1 had been then, or 
were now, a cilizen of any of the planting states— 


It is owned by widows and orptians, by the aged | the southern or southwestern states—I should have 
It: 
is the subject of mortgages, deeds of trust, and) 
It has been made the basis of | 
numerous debts contracted upon its faith, and is, 


opposed, and would continue to oppose, any scheme 
whatever of emancipation, gradual or immediate, 
because of the danger of an ultimate ascendaucy of 
the black race, or of acivil contest which might 
terminate in the extinction of one race or the other. 

The preposition in Kentucky for a gradual eman- 
cipation did not prevail, but it was sustained by a 
large and respectable minority. ‘Thatiminority bad 
increased, and was increasing, until the aboiition- 
ists commenced their operations. The eifect bas 
been to dissipate all prospects whatever, for the 
present, of any scheine of gradual or other emanci- 
pation. The people of that state have becoine 
shocke: and alarmed by these abolition moveinents, 
and the nuinber who would now lavora system even 
of gradual emancipation is probably less than it was 
At the session of the legisla- 
ture held in 1837-’3, the question ef calling a con- 
vention was subinitted to the censideration of the 
people by a law passed tn conformity with the con- 
stitution ef the state. Many motives existed for 
the passage of the Jaw, and among them that of 
When the ques- 


tion was passed upon by the people at their 





j 


It, therefore, these ultra-abolitionists are serious- | i 
ly determined to pursue their immediate scheme of | believed, to abolition moveinents and exertions, the 


verted are not sufficient to dissuade the abolitionists | 





lation against slaves in most, if not all, of the slave | 
Forty yearsago the question was agitated | int 
in the state of Kentucky of a gradual emancipation | migration have upon the laboring classes in those 
of the slaves within its limits. By gradual eman- | states ! 

Now the distribution of laborin the United States. 
liberation ofslaves which was first adopted in Penn-| is geographical ; the free laborers occupying one 


eral government itself—they have been deliberate- last annual election, only about one-fourth of the 
ly and solemnly recognised as the legitimate sub- | whele voters of the state supported a cail of a con- 
jects of property. To the wild speculations of} vention. The apprehension of the danger of aboli- 
theorists and innovators stands opposed the firet, | tion was the leading consideration amongst the peo- 
that in an uninterrupted period of two hundred) ple for opposing the call. 
years’ duration, under every forin of human legisja- | agitation of the question of abolition in states whose 
tion, and by all the depa:tments of human govern- | population had no right, in the opinion of the peo- 
ment, African negro slaves have been held and res- | ple of Kentucky, to interfere in the matter, the vote 
pected, have descended and been transferred, as | fora convention would have been much larger, if 
lawful and indisputable property. They were trea- | it had not been carried. 1 
ted as property in the very British example which | to take immediate, bold, and decided ground against 
is so triumphantly appealed to as worthy of our im- , it 

| Prior to the agitation ofthis subject of abolition, 
voice in the united parliament ofthe British isles, an | there was a progressive melioration in the condition 
irresistible sense of justice extorted from that legis- | of slaves throughout all the slave states. 
lature the grant of twenty millions of pounds ster- | of them, schools of instruction were opened by liu- 
ling to compensate the colonists for their loss of| mane and religious persons. ‘hese are ail now 


But for that, but for the 


I felt myself constrained 


In some 


checked, and a spirit of insubordination hav- 
ing shown itself in some localities, traceable, it is 


legislative authority has found it expedient to infuse 
fresh vigor into the police, andlaws which regulate 
the conduct of the slaves. 

And now, Mr. President, if it were possible to 
overcome the insurmountable obstavles which lie 
in the way of immediate abolition, let us triefly 
contemplate some of the consequences which would 
inevitably ensue. One of these has been occasion- 
ally alluded to in the progress of these remarks. It 
is the struggle which would instantaneously arise 
between the two races in most of the southern and 
southwestern states. And what a dreadiul swuggle 
would it not be! Embittered by all the recoilec- 
tions of the past. by the uncorquerable prejudices 
which would prevail between the two races, and 
stimulated by all the hopes and fears of the future, 
it would be a contest in which the extermination 
of the blacks, or their aseendancy over the whites, 
would be the sole alternative. Prior to the conclu- 
sion, orduring the progress of such a contest, vast 
numbers, probably, of the black race would migrate 
into the free states ; and what effect would such a 
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side of the line, and the slave laborers the other ; 
each class pursuing ifs own avocations almost alto- 
gether unmixed with the other. But, on the suppo- 
sition of immediate abolition, the black class, mi- 


grating into the free states, would enter into com- 


petition with the white class, diminishing the wages 
of their labor, and augmenting the hardships of their 


condition. | 

This is not all. The abolitionists strenuously 
oppose all separation of the two races. I confess to 
you, sir, that 1 have seen with regret, grief, and 
astonishment, their resolute opposition to the pro- 
ject of colonization. Noscheme was ever presented 
to the acceptance of nan, which, whether it be en- 
tirely practicable or not, is characterized by more 


unmixed humanity and benevolence, than that of 


transporting, with their own consent, the free peo- 
ple of color in the United States to the land of their 
ancestors. It has the powerful recoinmendation 
that whatever it does is good; and if it affects noth- 
ing, it inflicts no one evil or mischief upon any por- 
tion of our society. There is no necessary hostility 
between the objects of colonization and abolition. 
Colonization deals only with the free man of color, 
and that with his own free voluntary consent. It 
hss nothing to do with slavery. [tdisturbs no man’s 
property, seeks to impair no power in the slave 
states, nor to attribute any to the general govern- 
ment. All its action and all its ways and means 
are voluntary, depending upon the blessing of Pro. 
vidence, which hitherto has graciously smiled upon 
it. And yet, beneficent and harmless as colontza- 
tion is, no portion of the people of the United 
States denounces it with so much persevering 
zeal and such unmixed bitterness as do the abolition- 
ists. 

They put theinselves in direct opposition to any 
separation whatever between the two races. They 
would keep them forever pent up tozether within 
the same limits, perpetuating their animosities, and 
constantly endangering the peace of the community. 
They proclaim, indeed, that color is nothing; 
that the organic and characteristic differences be- 
tween the two races ought to be entirely overlook- 
ed and disregarded. And, elevating theinselves to 
a sublime but impracticable philosophy, they would 
teach us to eradicate all the repugnances of our na- 
ture, and to take to our bosoins and our boards the 
black man as we do the white, on the same footing 
of equal social condition. Do they not perceive 


that in thus confounding all the distinctions which | 


God himself has made, they arraign the wisdom and 
goodness of Providence itself? It has been his 
divine pleasure to make the black man black and 
the white man white, and to distinguish them by 
other repulsive constitutional differences. It is not 
necessary for me to maintain, nor shall I endeavor 
to prove, that it was any part of his divine inten. 


tion that the one race should be held in perpetual | 


bondage by the other; but this I will say, that those 


whom he has created different, and has declared, by | 
their physical structure and color, onght to be kept) 


asunder, should not be brought together by any pro- 
cess whatever of unnatural amalgamation. 

But if the dangers of the civil contest which I 
have supposed could be avoided, separation or amal- 
gamation is the only peaceful alternative, if it 

ossible to effectuate the project of abolition. 
abolitionists oppose all colonization, and it irresisti- 
bly follows, whatever they may protest or declare, 
that they are in favor of amalgamation. And who 
are to bring about this amalgamation? I have heard 
of none of these ultra- abolitionists furnishing in their 
own families or persons examples of intermarriage. 
Who is to beginit? Is it their purpose not only to 
create a pinching competition between black labor 
and white labor, but do they intend also to contami- 
nate the industrious and laborious classes of society 
at the north by a revolting admixture of the black 
element? 

It is frequently asked, What is to become of the 
African race among us? Are they forever to re- 
main in bondage? That question was asked more 
than half acentury ago. It has been answered by 
fifty years of prosperity but little chequered from 
this cause. It will be repeated fifty or a hundred 
rears hence. The true answer is, that the same 

rovidence who has hitherto guided and governed 
us, and averted all serious evils from the existing 
relation between the two races, will guide and go- 
vern our posterity. Sufficient to the day is the evil 
thereof. We have hitherto, with that blessing, taken 
care of ourselves. Posterity will find the means of 
its own preservation and prosperity. It is only in 
the most direful event which can befal this people 
that this great interest, and all other of our greatest 
interests, would be putin jeopardy. Although in 
particular districts the black population is gaining 
npon the white, it only constitutes one-fifth of the 
whole population of the United States. And, taking 
the aggr«gates of the two races, the European is 


constantly, though slowly, gaining upon the African 
portion. This fact is demonstrated by the period- 
ical returns of our population. Let us cease, then, 
to indulge in gloomy forebodings about the impene- 
trable future. But, if we may attempt to lift the 
veil, and contemplate what lies beyond it, I, too, 
have ventured on a speculative theory, with which 
I will not now trouble you, but which has been pub- 
lished to the world. According to that, in the pro- 
gress of time, some one hundred and fifty or two 
hundred years hence, but few vestiges of the black 
race will remain among our posterity. 

Mr. President, at the period of the formation of 
our constitution, and afterwards, our patriotic ances- 
tors apprehended danger to the unlon from two 
causes. One was, the Alleghany mountains, divid- 
ing the waters which flow into the Atlantic ocean 
from those which found their outlet in the Gulf of 
Mexico. They seemed to present a natural separa- 
tion. That danger has vanished before the noble 
achievements of the spirit of internal improvement, 
and the immortal genius of Fulton. And now, no- 
where is found a more loyal attachment to the union 
than among those very western people, who, it was 
apprehended, would be the first to burst its ties. 

The other cause, domestic slavery, happily the 
sole remaining cause which is likely to disturb cur 
harmony, continues to exist. It was this which 
created the greatest obstacle and the most anxious 
solicitude in the deliberations of the convention that 
adopted the general constitution. And it is this 
subject that has ever been regarded with the deepest 
anxiety by all who are sincerely desirous of the per- 
manency of ourunion. The Father of his country, 
in his last affecting and solemn appeal to his fellow- 
citizens, deprecated, as a most calamitous event, 
the geographical divisions which it might produce. 
The convention wisely left to the several states the 
power over the institution of slavery, as a power 
not necessary to the plan of union which it devised, 
and as one with which the general government 
could not be invested without planting the seeds of 
certain destruction. There let it remain undisturb- 
ed by any unhallowed hand. 

Sir, [am not in the habit of speaking lightly of 
the possibility of dissolving this happy union. 
The senate knows that I have deprecated allusions, 
on ordinary oceasions, to that direful event. The 
country will testify that, if there be any thing in 

















were | 


The | 





the history of my public career worthy of recollee- 
tion, it is the truth and sincerity of my ardent devo- 
tion to its lasting preservation. But we should be 
false in our allegiance to it, if we did not discrimi- 
nate between the imaginary and real dangers by 
which it may be assailed. Abolition should no 
longer be regarded as an imaginary danger. The 
abolitionists, let me suppose, succeed in thetr pre- 
sent aim of uniting the inhabitants of the free states 
as one man, against the inhabitants of the slave 
states. Union on the one side will beget union on the 
other. And this process of reciprocal consolidatiun 
will be attended with all the violent prejudices, 
embittered passions, and implacable animosities 
which ever degraded or deformed human nature. 
A virtual dissolution of the union will have taken 
place, whilst the forms of ils existence remain. 
The most valuable element of union, mutual kind- 
ness, the feelings of sympathy, the fraternal bonds, 
which now happily unite us, will have been extin- 
guished forever. One section will stand in men- 
acing and hostile array against the ether. The col- 
lision of opinion will be quickly followed by the 
clash of arms. I will not attempt to describe scenes 
which now happily lie concealed from onr view. 
Abolitionists themselves would shrink back in dis- 
may and horror at the contemplation of desolated 
fields, conflagrated cities, murdered inhabitants, and 
the overthrow of the fairest fabric of human govern- 
ment that ever rose to animate the hopes of civilized 
man. Nor should these abolitionists flatter them- 
selves that, if they can sueceed in their object of 
uniting the people of the free states, they will enter 
the contest with a numerical superiority that must 
ensure victory. All history and experience proves 
the hazard and uncertainty of war. And we are 
admonished by holy writ that the race is not to the 
swift, northe battle to the strong. But if they were 
to conquer, whom would they conquer? A foreign 
foe—one who had insulted our flag, invaded our 
shores, and laid our country waste? No, sir; no, 
sir. It would be a conquest without laurels, with- 
out glory—a self, a suicidal conquest—a conquest 
of brothers over brothers, achieved by one over an- 
other portion of the descendants of common ances- 
tors, who, nobly pledging their lives, their fortunes, 
and their sacred honor, had fought and bled, side by 
side, in raany a hard battle on land and ocean, se- 
vered our country from the British crown, and estab- 
lished our national independence. 

The inhabitants of the slave states are sometimes 
accused by their northern brethren with displaying 





too much rashness and sensibility to the Operations 
and proceedings of abolitionists. But, before 
can be rightly judged, there should a reverga) of 


slave states were to form societies, subsidize preggo, 
make large pecuniary contributions, send forth ny. 
merous missionaries throughout all their own boy. 
ders, and enter into machinations to burn the bean, 
tiful capitals, destroy the productive manufactoricg 
and sink in the ocean the gallant ships of the north. 


ern states. Would these incendiary proceedings hp f 


regarded as neighborly and friendly, and consistent 
with the fraternal sentiments which should ever }, 
cherished by one portion of the union towards ap. 
other? Woult they excite no emotion? Oceasion 
no manifestations of dissatisfaction, nor lead to an 

acts of retaliatory violence? But the supposed cag, 
falls far short of the actual one in a most essentia} 
circumstance. In ne contingency could these cap. 
itals, manufactories, and ships rise in rebellion and 
massacre inhabitants of the northern states. 

Iam, Mr. President, no friend of slavery. The 
searcher of all hearts knows that every pulsation of 
mine beats high and strong in the cause of ciyjj 
liberty. Wherever it is safe and practicable, { de. 
sire to see every portion of the human family in the 
enjoyment of it. But I prefer the liberty of my 
own country to that of any other-people ; and the 
liberty of my own race to that of any other race, 
The liberty of the descendants of Africa in the 
United States is incompatible with the safety and 
liberty of the European descendants. There sla. 
very forms an exception—an exception resultin 
from a stern and inexorable necessity—to the gen. 
eral liberty in the United States. We did not origi. 
nate, nor are we responsible for, this necessity, 
Their liberty, if it were possible, could only be es. 
teblished by violating the incontestable powers of 
the states, and subverting the union. And beneath 
the ruins of the union wonld be buried, sooner vr 
later, the liberty of both races. 

But if one dark spot exists on our political hori- 
zon, is it not obscured by the bright and effulgent 
and cheering light that beams all aronnd us? Was 
ever a people before so blessed as we are, if trne to 
ourselves? Did ever any other nation contain within 
its bosom so many elements of prosperity, of great- 
ness, and of glory? Our only real danger lies ahead, 
conspicuous, elevated, and visible. It was clearly 
discerned at the commencement, and distinctly 
seen throughout our whole career. Shall we wan- 
tonly run upon it, and destroy all the glorious anti- 
cipations of the high destiny that awaits us? I 
beseech the abolitionists themselves solemnly to 
pause in their mad and fatal course. Amidst the 
infinite variety of objects of humanity and benevo- 
lence which invite the employment of their ener- 
gies, let them select some one more harmless, that 
does not threaten to deluge our country in blood. 
I call upon that small portion of the clergy, which 
has lent itself to these wild and ruinous schemes, 
not to forget the holy nature of the divine mission 
of the founder of our religion, and to profit by his 
peacefal examples. I entreat that portion of my 
countrywomen who have given their conntenance 
to abolition, to remember that they are ever most 
loved and honored when moving in their own ap- 
propriate and delightful sphere ; and to reftect that 
the ink which they shed in subscribing with their 
fair hands abolition petitions, may prove but the 
prelude to the shedding of the blood of their breth- 
ren. I adjure all the inhabitants of the free states 
to rebuke and discountenance, by their opinion and 
their example, measures which must inevitably 
lead to the most calamitous consequences. And let 
us all, as countrymen, as friends, and as brothers, 
cherish in unfading memory the motte which bore 
our ancestors triumphantly through all the trials of 
the revolution, as, if adhered to, it will conduct their 
posterity through all that may, in the dispensations 
of Providence, be reserved for them. 





CONGRESSIONAL. 

In the senate, on the 6th instant, Mr Morris of 
Ohio, stated that he had several petitions praying 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia, the prohibition of the 
slave trade among the states, and that no new state 
may be admitted into the union whose constitution 
tolerates slavery ; which he had been receiving from 
time to time, though he had foreborne to preset 
them, because he was unwilling to take up the 
time of the senate at a period like the present, 
when every moment was valuable. He desired, 
however, to place himself in a proper position be- 
fore his constituents and the world. The manner 
in which these petitions were treated amounted, 1? 
fact, to rejection. He had drafted a preamble and 
several resolutions, explanatory of his views 0? 
the subject, which he did not ask to have then con- 
sidered, but he wished them printed and laid on 
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Mr. M. then read the following preamble and 


resolutions : 
i Whereas, 
Fexisting prin 


the right and privilege of petition is an 
ciple, established by the laws of nature in 
7,;| animate beings, which are made capable to feel or 
os suffer, and is designed to be exercised, not for oppo- 
P n or resistance, but for relief or to obtain favor only, 
o~ this right, when the people peaceably exercise it 
@ lief or favor from the government, is placed in the 
: stitution of the United States, and above the power 
T¥ lezislative bodies, who cannot controvert the time 
Fyhere, or the mauner, or the matter in and upon which 
: he eople shall : i ” h 
&, their proceedings on this important subject, have 
Frendered it doubtful in many minds how far that bod 
J ronsiders the peo le justifiable, and ought to be heard, 
; Gn the exercise 0 their rights, and more especially on 
“The subject of slavery, the slave trade, and the abolition 
‘Tyfslavery. And as it is an undoubted truth that on all 
Feubjects upon which legislative bodies can act, petitions 
“Tmay be presented ; and it seems equally clear that 
“Tevery intelligent human being, who is subject to this 
action, ought to enjoy the right to its fullest extent: 
| Resolved, therefore, That, as the people of the United 
“TSiates, or certain portions of therh, claim to have an 
“Fandeniable right to petition congress to abolish slavery 
Fn the District of Columbia, to suppress the slave trade 
Therein and between the different States and territories, 
or between them and the republic of ‘Texas, and against 
“the admission of any new state into the union whose 
constitution tolerates slavery, in as full, free, and com- 
plete a manner as they can exercise this right on any 
other subject, it is therefore expedient that all the peti- 
ions on the aforesaid subjects, or any of them, pre- 
Fen‘ed to congress by any portion of the people of the 
“Whited States, be referred to the committee on the ju- 
jiciary, which committee is instructed to inquire and 
Weport to the senate their opinion on the following 
points: 
+ jst. Whether the people of the United States have 
Aue right to petition on any of the subjects mentioned. 
9d. Whether congress can abolish slavery in the Dis- 
“Arict of Columbia. 
_ 3J. Whether congress have the power to abolish 
‘slavery in the territories. 


“Gntroduce, or establish slavery in any territory acquired 
y the United States in which slavery did not exist at 
F the time it was acquired. 


girain or abridge any of the constitutional rights of the 
citizens, because the exercise of such right may tend 
to call in question the justice and policy of slavery, or 
’ fo weaken or abolish that system in any of the sta‘es. 

’ 6th. Whether congress can, directly or indirectly, 
constitutionally restrain or abridge the freedom of 
speech or of the press, or the right of petition. 

. 7th. Whether congress has power to provide for the 

protection of the persons and property of the citizens 
of any state, from violence and injury being done such 
. hme when in another state; and also to protect the 
| citizens of any state, who think proper, within their 
| own state, to speak, write, print, and publish their 


Aiton against the moral, political, or religious insti- 


Mutions of another state, fromm trial and punishment in 
the state whose institutions such speaking, writing, 
' printing, and publishing was designed to effect. 
_ &h. Whether congress has the power to declare 
wee shall or shall not be made property by any of the 
tates, 
| 9th. Whether congress has the power to authorize 
“the sale of slaves as property to discharge a judgment 
“an favor of the United States. 
. 10th. Whether a removal of the seat of government 
“intoa state in which slavery does not exist would not be 
“expedient, consistent with sound policy, and promote 
“the quiet and safety of the country. 
Resolved, further, That, as congress has no power 
ever the persons of slaves as property in any state, or 
“the subject of slavery therein, a recession of the Dis- 
4nct of Columbia to the states of Virginia and Mary- 
“land ought to be made to prevent the exercise of such 
Power in the ten miles square. 
\ Resolved, further, That it belongs exclusively to the 
lates of this union to provide that a person who may 
"he held to service or labor in one state, under the laws 
: hereof, and who shall escape into another state, shall 
“be delivered up by such state to the party to whom 
Bich service may be due, and that the states, as par- 
‘tes to the compact of the union, are in good faith 
ound to make such provision. 
|. Resolved, further, That congress has not the power 
''0 authorize of permit a person to take into, or to hold 
Bond ey in any state, that which the constitution 
and laws of such state declare shall not be held as pro- 
eperty therein; but the citizens of such state ought to 
€ protected in the several states in the enjoyment of 
“all privileges and immunities that citizens of the state 
/4re entitled to, and to none other. 

Resolved, further, That it would be expedient and 
Proper for congress to ascertain the number of slaves 
n the District of Columbia, the extent of the slave 
rade carried on within and from the district ; whether 
uch slaves are purchased in the district, or brought 
\ ithin the same from the states for exportation; and 
AOw many have been taken from the states for expor- 
tion ; and how many have been taken from the dis- 
“Tict, within the last two years, for sale, and to what 

Market they were taken, whether within or without the 
nitedStates. 
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me for the further consideration of senators. | 


petition. But recent events in congress, | 


- 4th. Whether congress have the power to create,’ 


2 ; | the proposition to lay upon the table. 
_ 5th. Whether congress has the power or right to re- 


Mr. M. inoved that they be printed. 

Mr. Hubbard said he was totally opposed to the 
consideration of these resolutions, or of any thing 
touching the matter they involved. As long as he 
had been in the senate, he had ever made it a mat- 
ter of policy as well as duty to let the matter alone ; 
to give if no countenance whatever in the senate. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, rose to make a question of 
order on the reception. 

The Chatr was understood to say, the rule was 
imperative; that the senator had the undoubted 
right to present, and lay on the table for considera- 
tion, any resolution, and when it came up, as a mat- 
ter of course, the senate might then act as if should 
deenn fit. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, would ask, Suppose a 
senator presented libellous matter, did the chair 
contend that it might not be rejected on the spot? 

The Chair said the right was undoubted under 
the rule. Ifthe rule was wrong, the chair was not 
to blame. 

Mr. Foster asked if he was to understand that the 
senate had not the right to protect itself froin the 
reception of improper communications? If so, it 
was very strange to him. He was anovice in such 
matters, he admitted ; but he was of opinion it had 
the right. 

Mr. Morris withdrew the motion to print, and the 
resolutions were laid over under the rule. 

On the 8th these resolutions came up for consi- 
deration, when 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, demanded the question of 
their consideration. 

Mr. Norvell said it was very evident that the con- 
sideration of these resolutions would lead to a long 
and interminable abolition discussion, and every 
senator must be convinced that this would be pro- 
ductive of no good result. For the purpose, there- 
fore, of getting rid of the resolutions, he moved to 
lay the question of their consideration on the table, 
and asked for the yeas and nays on the motion, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. Buchanan requested the senator from Michi- 
gan to withdraw his motion fora moment. [Mr. 
Norvell assented.] He said he should vote against 
Froim his 
whole course on the subject of these abolition peti- 
tions, he supposed no person would suspect him of 
being friendly to therm, orto their objects. But fair 
play is a jewel; and he thought that the senator 
trom Ohio, (Mr. Morris,) had a right to be heard, 
and to reply to the remarks that were made in the 
senate on this subject yesterday. That being done, 
he was willing to take any course which might put 
the subject effectually at rest. 

Mr. Hubbard said that there was no want of * fair 
play” in the course proposed by the senator from 
Michigan. What is proposed? The senator from 
Ohio has submitted to the senate a series of resolu- 
tions upon the subject of domestic slavery—resolu- 
tions einbracing subjects important in their charac- 
ter; and if these resolutions be now taken up, in his 
opinion, they would inevitably lead to debate. The 
senator from Alabama raises the question of consi- 
deration, and the senator from Michigan moves to 
lay that question on the table. The object is mani- 
festly to avoid discussion at this time ; and this was, 
in his judgment, the course which ought to be pur- 
sued upon the resolution. But the senator from 
Ohio is not thereby precluded from offering his 
views upon the subject of slavery. He can, if he 
pleases, in imitation of the example set by the sena- 
tor from Keatucky yesterday, present his views at 
Jarge on offering to the senate a memorial upon that 
snbject.. This right he has, this privilege he now 
enjoys, if he chooses to exercise it, and Mr. H. knew 
of no rule of the senate which could prevent him, or 
any senator, from going fully into the subject of any 
memorial he might be called upon to present. But 
he did hope that the resolutions offered by the sena- 
tor from Ohio would not be taken up for considera- 
tion, for ifonce before the senate they would be debat. 
ed, and such a debate could lead to no profitable re- 
sult. At this period of the session he was utterly 
opposed to bringing them before the senate, and he 
should, with great pleasure, vote in favor of the mo- 
tion of his friend from Michigan. 

Mr. Morris felt very much obliged to the senator 
from New Hampshire for the information that he 
had the same right as any other senator to express 
his opinions on subjects brought before that body. 
He supposed he ought toreturn him profound thanks 
for this gracious privilege. Mr. M. proceeded to 
comment on the course of senators with much se- 
verity, when he was called to order by the president. 

Mr. M. wished to know in what he was out of 
Order: in the language he had used, or 

The Presiden? said the motion made by the sena- 
tor from Michigan was not a debatable one, and 
therefore all discussion on it was out of order. 

The question was then taken on the motion to lay 








W hite—22. 








ee 


the motion to consider on the table, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 20, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun 
Clay, of Ala., Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce 
Preston, Roane Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Spence 


oS" = = & 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ky., 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, McKean, Morris, Niles, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Ind., 
Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, Williams, of Me., 
Young—20. 7 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

February 8. The Vice President communicated 
to the senate a report from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in obedience to a resolution asking informa- 
tion in relation to banking privileges in Wisconsin, 
and other territories, and whether such moneys had 
been received for public lands. 

Also, a memorial from Ohio City, Ohio, com- 
plaining of the neutrality law. | 

Mr. McKean presented a memorial from certain 
merchants, mechanics, traders, and other citizens 
of Philadelphia, praying congress to appropriate 
the necessary funds to erect a new custom-hiouse 
for that collection district. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported the bill more effectually to secure public mo- 
uey in the hands of officers and agents of the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. W. said, as the amendments were somewhat 
voluininous, and some sections added, he would 
move that the bill be printed as ainended, and made 
the special order of the day for Tuesday next; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. Vall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported the bill to establish a board of commis- 
sioners tohear and examine claims against the 
United States, and moved that it be made the order 
of fe day for Monday next; which was concur- 
red in. 

Also, made a report onso much of the letter of 
Marie Helene America Vespucci as relates to citi- 
zeuship, asking to be discharged from its further 
consideration, on the ground that the government 
of the United States, being one of limited powers 
had no authority to pass an act of special naturali- 
zation. 

The resolutions of Mr. Morris on the subject of 
abolition, were taken up and disposed of as stated 
inour sketch of Wednesday’s proceedings, when 
they were introduced. 

Lhe bill to prevent the interference of certain 
federal officers in elections was taken up; when 

Mr. Crittenden rose and addressed the senate at 
length; aud on motion of Mr. Wall, the senate’ ad- 
journed. 

february 9. The President communicated a let- 
ter from the secretary of war, enclosing a report 
from the commissioner of Indian affairs, 1€lative to 
the expenses incurred in negotiating-and conclud- 
ing the treaty with the Cherokee Indians. 

Also, a coinmunication from the war department 
enclosing a report from the same officer, in relation 
to the commissions allowed for the adjudication of 
claims under the Cherokee treaty. 

Mr. Prentiss presented the proceedings of a state 
military convention holden at Montpelier, in Ver- 
mont, proposing a more efficient system for the 
organization and discipline of the militia of the 
United States, and praying that the system proposed 
may be adopted by congress. 

Mr. P. said that he would not only move that the 
memorial and proceedings be referred to the com- 
mittee on the militia, and that the usual number be 
printed, but he would also move for the printing of 
an extra number of five thousand copies. He felt 
himself called upon to make this additional motion 
both by the nature and importance of the subject, 
and the character and standing of the memoriaiists. 
The papers were drawn up by a gentleman of ac- 
knowledged military science and reputation, for- 
merly favorably known as superintendent of the 
military academy at West Point, and moze recently 
as principal of a imilitary school of much repute in 
Vermont. The subject was one of great and gene- 
ral interest to the country; it was attracting the 
special attention of the legislatures of many of the 
states, and Mr. P. hoped the motion would be 
agreed to. 

Mr. Hublard supported the motion, and spoke of 
the great value of the document, and the distincuish- 
ed military skill of col. Partridge, one of its authors : 
after which the question was taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

_Mr. Wright presented the petition of Enoch Gid- 
dings, asking to be compensated for an improve- 
ment in ordnance. 

Mr. Foster, from the committee on roads and 
cauals reported a bill to authorize the Washington, 
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county turnpike company, in Missouri, to construct 
a road through the public lands of the United 
States. 

Mr. Linn, on leave, and in pursuance of notice 
given, introduced a bill to amend the act of the 3d 
March, 1337, entitled ** an act supplementary to the 


act entitled an act to amend the judicial system of 


the United States ;’* which was twice read and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Linn gave notice that he would ask leave, on 
Monday next, to bring in a bill to grant the mght 


of re-einption to five hundred thousand acres of 
land to the [ron Mountain company, in the state of 


Missouri, to aid said company in the construction 
of a railroad from the Iron Mountain to the Missis- 
sippi river. 

Mr. Norveli introduced a bill to alter the times of 
holding the circuit court of the United States for the 
district of Michigan. 

A number of private bills were reported. 

Mr. Morris presented a number of petitions from 
citizens of the states of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 
New York, one signed by a woman and her daugh- 
ters, and two signed by Arthur Tappan of New 
York, all praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, the suppression of the trade 
in slaves between the states, and praying that no 
state nay be admitted into the unton whose eonsti- 
tution tolerates slavery. 

Mr. M. addressed the senate at great length, and 
with much waristh, in support of the objects of the 
petitioners, and concluded by moving that the pe- 
titions be received aud referred tothe committee on 
the judiciary ; but, on motion of Mr. Eumpkin, the 
question of their reception was laid on the table. 

On Motion of Mr. Davis, 

Resolved, Thatthe secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to lay beture the senate the aanual amount of 
nett revenue collected trom ali sources in each year for 
the Jast ten years, designating, as far as it can conve- 
niently be done, the several kinds ot goods from which 
revenue derived from imports is raised ; and the amount 
derived from each kind in each year, and also the rate 
of duty. 

Mr. Benton moved to take up the bill for the 
arm d@ occupation of that part of the territory of 
Florida now overrun by bands of marauding In- 
dians ; which motion was agreed to, and the bill 
was taken up as in coinmittee of the whole, the 
question being on the motion for the indefinite post- 
poneinent of the bill. 

On taking this question, it was decided in the 
negative—yeas 24), nays 2+, as follows: 

Y FAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Ky., Clayton, Da- 
v's, Foster, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Inda., 
Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, and White. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bachanan, 
Calhoun, Ciay of Ala., Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Conn., 
Wail, Williams of Mississippi. Wright, and Young. 

Mr. Benton offered several amendments to the de- 
tails of the bill, which were adopted. 

Mr. Williams of Mississippi, oifered an amend. 
ment requiring the settler to be over eighteen years 
of age, to be entitled to the grant of land provided 
in the bill; which was adopted; and, 


On motion by Mr. Benton, the bill was ordere.l | 


to be printed and lie over till Monday. 
After an executive session, the senate adjourned. 


February 11. The Chair laid before the senate a 
cominunication from the secretary of war in answer 
to the resolution of the senate of the 25th ultimo, on 
the subject of the abandonment of Fort Armstrong, 
in the state of Illinois, and the disposition subse- 
quently made of it. 

Also, a communication from the American Silk 
Company. ; 5 

Mr. Webster presented the memorial of Daniel 
Raymond, on the subject of an improved financial 
systein for the United States; relerred to the commit- 
tee on finance. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, presented the preamble 
and joint resolutions of the legislature of Alabata, 
on the subject of the currency, and the various ques- 
tions which have agitated the country ; which were 
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Southard presented a report made in the legis- 
lature of New Jersey, accompan‘ed by certain re- 
svulutions on the subject of the disposition of the pub- 
lic lands ; laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion of the general assembly of that state, deprecat- 
ing any interference on the part of the legislatures 
of the states, orof congress, with the domestic 1n- 
stitutions of the slave holding states, without their 
consent; which, on his motion, was read, ordered to 
be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Lyon presented the petition of several young 
men, occupants and cultivators, but not ** housekeep- 
ers by personal residence,” on the public Jands in 


; Kalamazoo county, Michigan, praying congress to so 
modify the existing law as to give them the right of 
pre-emption. 

Mr. Morris presented several petitions praying for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and against the annexation of ‘Texas to the union, and 
inoved that they be received. , 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Mississippi, the 
motion to receive them was laid on the table. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on coinmerce, to 
Which had been referred the bill from the house for 
the relief of certain uinbrelia manufacturers, reported 
the saine, with an amendment, which was read. 

Mr. Lyon, troin the committee on roads and canals, 
to which was referred two memorials of the legisla- 
tive assembly of the territory of Wisconsin on the 


terrilory, in aid of certain internal improvements; 
read, ana ordered to a second reading, and the ac- 
coipanying report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L., trom the same comuinittee, to which was 
relerred the bitk making grants of land to the terri- 
tory of Wisconsin ia aid of certain internal improve- 
iments, moved to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof, the objects of the bill being ein- 
braced in the one just reported by him; the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Nicholas submitted the following motion, 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Ltesolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
commuuicate to the senate what has been done, or is 
dolay, towards iucreasing the depth of water in the 
mouths of the Mississippi, the orders given, and the re- 
ports received in relation thereto, the amount of appro- 
priatiuvn now necessary, if any, for the continuance of 
the work, and a detailed statement of the expenditures 
under former appropriations. 

Mr. Benton ovserved that some days ago, in the 
discussion of a bill then before the senate, he had oc- 
casion to take soine notice of the compromise act ; and 
he then made a statement of what had passed in re- 
lation to it between himself and a gentleman who 
was then a senator from the state of New Jersey, 
and head of the committee on manufactures. Since 
making that statement he had had reason to address 
a letter to the gentleinan whose name he mentioned 
(governor Dickerson) on the subject, and he had re- 
ceived an answer which he would read to the senate, 
and then let that answer stand as his statement. Mr. 
B. here read the following: 

Suckasunny, (N. J.) Feb. 5, 1839. 

Dear sir: Last evening I received yours of the 30th 
ultimo, which, no doubt, nad been detained on the road 
a day or two, in consequence of the heavy rain by 
which our country has been lately deluged. 

Your letter contains an extract from the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, in which it is denied that Mr. 
Webster had said to me that he had not been consulted 
as to the compromise bill, &e., and you ask for my re- 
collections as to this fact. 1 hasten to relate to you the 
facts in this case, so far as I can now recollect them. 
On the day befure Mr. Clay introduced this bill into the 
senate, le mentioned te me that he had given notice 
that he should ask leave to introduce the bill on the 
next day, some of the leading features of which he 
stated to me. I had not heard the notice given. He 
said he had intended to show me the bill, but had been 
prevented by a multiplicity of business in which he had 
been engaged, but that I should see it in the morning. 

Next moraing [ waited upon Mr. Webster, and asked 
him if he was aware that such a bill was to be intro- 
duced. He assured me that he was not, and that he 
had not been consulted "pon i', and expressed himself 
strongly of the disapprobation with which such a mea- 
sure would be received in New England. 

fa the morning I arrived at my seat some minutes 
if.er the business of the day had commenced, and I 
found that Mr. Clay had made his motion for leave to 
introduce his bill. Had. I arrived befure the business 
of the day had commenced, no doubt I should have 
had the opportunity of perusing the bill before it was 
presented. As it was, I never saw it until it was in 
rint. P 
Mr. Webster, as well as myself, opposed this bill, and 
both voted against it. If you read the debates that took 
place in the senate on the subject, on the 21st, 22d, and 
231 February, ’33, [think you wil be convinced that 
neither Mr. Webster nor myself could have had any 
previous notice of this bill. I have not the file of papers 
by me, but you may easily find them at Washington. 
I will, however, refer you to Mr. Webster’s speech upon 
this bill, reported in Niles’ Register, 4ih series, vol. 8, 
page 7, in which you will find abundant proof that he 
could not have been consulted as to its object or details. 
Among other expressions are these: “ ‘There was no 
expectation at the commencement of this short session 
that such a bill would be passed. The senate had not 
had time to know the pleasure of their masters. No 
opportunity had been offered for obteining a knowledge 
of either the course of public opinion, ort fect of this 
measure on the public interests.” lf Mr. Webster had 
been consulted on this bill, would he have made such 
declarations? or if made, would they have passed un- 
answered ? 

Mr. Clay had epee stated to me his fears, that 











subject, reported a bill making grants of land to said | 


minisiration measure, er some other Lill vrigina:jy,, ;,, 
the sai:e source, would pass, greatly to the injury, re 
destruction, of the manufacturing interest ot}; 
try, and suggested the propriety of making furt), 
}cessions, in addition tu those of the law of ‘32, 
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{TY, it Ny 


as th 


tem, but without stating what those concessions 
be. Janswered him that J did not fear Mr. Verp| 
bill; that it could never pass, that it was already» 

8 
planck would vote for it himself; and that, at aj event 


| We should suffer the law of 1832 to go into COMpler 


N 
its provisions. 


cor.sult me on his bill; what he said tome 1 con 
as a mere act of courtesy. 
himself, without any participation of the commit: 
} manufactures, of which both he and I were me, 
The fact, however, that I was associated with }ij 
that committee, led to a belief that I must haye 
acquainted with the provisions of the bill before j; 
matured, and subjected me to some unpleasant jy 
ries, as to this fact, in one of which, no doubr, I siateg 
| to you the conversation I had had with Mr. Website; 
regret extremely being called on to state conyers, 





been 
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now, or understanding at the time, may not be precis) 


debates upon this bill. 
I am, with great respect, 
our obedient servant, 
MAHLON DICKERSON. 
Hon. Thomas H. Benton, 
Washington, D. C. 


to governor Dickerson, to know whether he taj 
made any mistake in the statement he gave as ty 
what had passed between thein. He now presente 
governor Dickerson’s own words, by which it woul 
be seen that the statement he had made was subst. 
tially correct. 

Mr. Webster was understeod to say, that, of course, 
it was very well known that Mr.W. thought the con 
promise act avery inexpedient measure. It was no 
true, however, that Mr. W. ever complained of any 
want of courtesy or kindness on the part of tle 
honorable member, in not consulting Mr. W. a 
others, who were not consu:ted in regard to bis ii: 
tention. The truth was, that sume weeks befor 


tucky had intimated to Mr. W. his purpose of bring. 
ing forward an important measure ; but whethi 
Mr. W. was acquainted with the character of th: 
measure before tt was introduced, he did not nov 
recollect; nor did he recoijlect what Mr. Dick. 
erson had stated, though the statement might te 


correct. But Mr. W. wished it to be perlectiy 


never did, nor, as faras he knew, did other gentle: 
men who acted with hiin, think there was any 0c: 
casion to find fault because they were not con 
sulted. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentuck», said: I do not know, ‘i, 
as itis of the slightest consequence to inform yo, 
the senate, or the public, in regard to the previous 
consultations and interviews which led to this 
great and important measure. It is sufficient lc 
the compromise act to say, that it was submitted 
by myself, on my own responstbility, and after due 
no‘ice given, and that it was passed by the legisla 
ture of the country, and to this I way add that! 
was after a full discussion, both in the senate au 
the house, in each of which it received a strong 
majority, and in the other branch with an enthus: 
astic expression of opinion in its favor almost Ul 
exampled. Iam not responsible for any consult 
tions that may have been oinitted, or that may hav? 
taken place prior to the introduction of the measur. 
It is enough that it was introduced and passed ty 
the legislature, and that it received the almost ul 
versal approbation of the people 


connected with the subject, I beg leave to siale 
what I have frequently said and repeated, that, 
December of 1832, I arrived here from Ashland, ne 
in the best health and spirits, and went to Philadel 


Louisiana, whom I cannot mention without expres* 
ing the deepest regret at his loss to his friends 4? 
the country. I went to Philadelphia in company 
with him, and, whilst I was there, as I have aga! 
and again stated to the ser.ate, the projet of the com 
promise act first occurred to ny mind, and it became 
a subject of consideration with me, and afterwar’s 
with that friend. Whilst I was there, the sepalo 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) passed through 
that city on his way to this place, and I then com 
municated to him the outlines of the plan of a co™ 
promise for a certain number of years on the tar! 





Mr. Verplanck’s bill, which he considered as an ad- 
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the same as my own; more especially as there yf 
much misapprehension in the public papers as to tf | 
P@sure. It 









Mr. B. said he had felt himself called on to with 































































ithe introduction of the bill, the senator from Ke.& 


understood, that differing entirely from the sena— | 
tor from Kentucky in regard to the expediency of 
that measure, and opposing it from the first, lep 
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MUNG trop, But, after he left Philadelphia, various manufactur- 
“ITY, it ne ors waited on me, and asked me what was to be 
' Uke coun Moone to save that great interest, the destruction of 
Urther cy. one both they aud I believed to be impending 
> QS theme wit it. I proposed my plan to them, and it met. 


CCLVE gye. imous approbation, hearty, cordial, and 


one shouly Btheir unan 

erplan:o,feom sinceres 

alread FD Ga my arrival at this place, one of the first sen- 
> Mr. Ve§ ators that I consulted was the senator from Massa- 
tall even chusetts on my left, (Mr. Davis,) which was due to 
© Complex! Bhim on account of the active and distinguished part 


erations jp ha bore in that policy. I stated the plan to bim for 
Phis consideration. At firstit met his approbation, 

and he applied to it the appellation of *a lease for a 

term of years,” which was aflerwards applied by 

otliers. He subsequently was opposed to it, and 

voted against it. ; 
> Bat this was notall. The committee of a meet- 
have beef Sing of manufacturers at Baltimore came to see me, 
fore it wal to whom also I presented my plan; and, with the 
SQnt inquff Bexception of one man, who hesitated for a time, 
bt 3 (Mr. Ellicott,) those who waited on me on that oc- 
easion concurred in the propriety of the measure. 
Taere were also other manufacturers here from 
Zhode Island, and other parts of the union, and the 
esult was, that I found them every where, with 
“Fone or two exceptions, heartily in favor of the mea- 
“Ysure. It is true that [ found gentlemen ef a politi- 
Tcal character, in more instances than I hoped, op- 
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F Spused to the measure; but I believe they were 

ERSON. — “veneraily aware that it was to be introduced. Prior 
to its introduction, [ called a meeting of my politi- 

Yeal friends, at which I think the senator from Massa- 

on to writ’ Behusetts (Mr. Webster) was present; he was cer- 
er he fai Mainly summoned, but I am not certain that he was 
pave as th ieee The senator froin Rhode Island (Mr. 


; presented 
h it wouk 
as substay. 


Snight) was present, with some eight or ten other 
senators, and the bill was read to thein, and consid- 
ered and discussed by them. I think ali this was 
ior to my notice of an intention to introduce the 


,of course ebill. And the fact that I had the measure in con- 
it the com emplation was no secret in either house of congress, 
It was not gor iu the city, and, in short, I learned practically on 
ned of any mthat occasion, that, although it is important to con- 
art of the@sultin regard to any new and important measure, 
Mr. W. off consultation may be carried too far, for in that case 


Gtled to two motions in the other house, which were 
“Pounded ona glitnpse of the plan, and intended to 
uticipate it. I was so provoked at this result of 
he want of coneealinent, that I hesitated whether 
“JD shoald not abandon my purpose altogether, and 
Jeave the question to its fate. ButTI finally deter- 


| to his in 
eks before 4 
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d not now Qnined, notwithstanding, to introduce the measure. 
Mr. Dick: Sir, [ say again, as to this consultation, it is now 


fa point of no importance, except to history. The 
veceplion, passage, and approbation of the measure 
Were sufficient. But, lest I should be supposed on 
“@ny occasion to be wanting in proper respect te my 
4 riends, and that the world may know, if they care 
@bdout knowing it, I naw say that there was all pro- 
er consultation in regard to that measure, with all 
Whe persons whoin I felt myself bound to consult. 
| ln regard to my friend from New Jersey, (Mr. 


t might be 
» perlectiy 

the senak 
ediericy ol 
e first, lek 
ner gentle 
as any 0c 
» not cone 


know, si, Wickerson,) 1 could not regard him in the light of 
forni you, @ther friends. I knew he was a friend of the manu- 
e previowm w#acturers, but he was also a friend of the administra- 
sd to this ton; and I knew that would be paramount with him 


ficient fet 
subinitted 
| after due 
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add that it 
enate and 
da strong 
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fo any consideration of the highest interests of the 
Pountry. Standing in this double relation, I did 
Mot think it my duty to consult him; but, even in 
“Fegard to him, [ will say that be was less disposed 
“90 make a sacrifice to save that great interest than 
oMuny others. I should have shown him the bill if 
“At had not been for ny engagements. 
|, Mr. Beaton rose to say that the had no connec- 
Hon with this conversational deba‘e, exceptin the 
“#iogle point of the accuracy of his statement of what 
al passed between gov, Dickerson and himself. 
e measure. § @**had read the letter for the single purpose of 
passed by Be showing that he had committed no error in report- 
Jimost uni ?"S the conversation of that gentleman. His object 
#*8s accomplished by the reading of the Jetter itself; 
‘lar history 894 he believed it was apparent that there was no 
e to statef #4 'stake either in himself or in gov. Dickerson ; and 
od, that, inf #at the statement of the latter was very consistent 
shiand, noth ?¥'th the remarks which the reading of the letter had 
> Philadel F fled forth, is 
pator fiom F) “Ir. Davis observed that, in the remarks made 
it express F o'Pon this subject the other day when another mat- 
fiends anda" Was in debate, he did not consider himself re- 
company fe e""'ed to, or he would have stated what he was 
yave agall Pboat to say. He was, at the time spoken of, a 
f the com "uber of the other house, and was not present at 
it becamee’Y of the meetings held by senators; but it was 
afterwardsMe'Ue that the senator from Kentucky did confer 
ye sepalot ith him, and show him the bill in its original 
d through RY 'ausht at his lodgings, where a conference, char- 
then com i Clerized by the utmost freedom and frankness, 
of a col we, place, and another of like character took place 
nn the tari! * wees them at the lodgings of the senator, and 
the plan. ie ® had at all times considered that the senator had 
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(no purpose of concealing 
triends—he had at all times been open and undis- 

zuised, as faras his (Mr. D.’s) observation or know- 

ledge had reached. ‘The only thing in which he 

thought the senator mistaken in speaking of what 

had occurred between them was, the supposition 

that he (Mr. D.) in the outset had been favorable 

to the measure: he had taxed his recollection, but 

could not bring that to kis mind, and believed he 

must have been misapprehended by the senator. 

It was an important crisis ; the public was agitated, 

and he felt anxious as to the prospect then before 

the country, and was disposed to entertain the pro- 

position so far as to give to it a calm, deliberate 

consideration: its importance merited this, and he 

did weigh and deliberate upon it according to the 

best of his understanding, and the result was, that 

he could not give it his support. He accordingly, 

when the bill came up in the house, delivered his 

sentiments upon it, and stated briefly his reasons 

for voting against it. This was his recollection, 

and lie could not call to his mind atime when he 

had a purpose to support the bill; he therefore 
thought the senator mistaken on this point; but he 
would repeat that with him he had certainly been 
sufficiently explicit, frank, and open. 

Mr. Webster saidit was very probable that he 
was invited to the meeting alluded to by the se- 
nator from Kentucky, thongh he did not now recol- 
lect it. He thought the first full communication 
which he had on the subject was made by a coin- 
mon friend. He had received a full deseription of 
the measure from his colleague, (Mr. Davis.) 

Mr. Clay said it was very possible that he might 
have been under a misconception when he regarded 
Mr. Davis as being at first in favor of the compro- 
mise, though he certainly had the impression that 
Mr. D. at first thought it the best thing that could 
be done under the circumstances, and Mr. C. could 
not be mistaken in Mr. D.’s applying to it the ap- 
pellation of a lease for a term of years. Mr, C.’s 
impression that Mr. Webster was present was also 
pretty strong; butit was a matter about which Mr. 
C. never intended to make any record. 








Mr. Knight said: Having been alluded to as be- 





ing present at the time stated by the senator from 
Kentucky, I will therefore state that I was present 
when a project of the modification of the tariff was 
exhibited—that I read it by myself, and with a 
pencil made some remarks on it—that it was after- 
wards modified according to those suggestions. 
There were several persons present, but it is im- 
pressed on my mind that the senator from Massa 
ehusetts was not present. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to prevent the interference of federal of- 
ficers in elections, as the special order of the day; 
when 

Mr. Wall, who had the floor, addressed the senate 
in an argumentative speech of great length, in 
reply to Mr. Crittenden, and in opposition to the 
bill. 

After the reception of some reports from the ex- 
ecutive departinent, the senate adjourned, 


February 12. A number of private bills were 
reported, most of them house bills, and generally 
with a recommendation against their passage. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. Tull- 
madge yesterday, was taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, Tiiat the postinaster general communicate 
to the senate the number of removals of deputy post- 
masters since March 4, 1837, the names of the persons 
so removed, and the times when removed, the names 
of the persons appointed to fill the vacancies, the names 
of the offices a such removals have been made, 
classifying the whcle by states and territories. 

The following resolution, also submitted yester- 
day by Mr. T. was taken up: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war communicate to 
the senate, copies of all proposals for furnishing sup- 
plics to the Indian department, and of all contracts 
entered into for the same, since the first of Mav last, 
and of all correspondence with the department, in re- 
lation to said proposa's and contracts; and whether 
any mode of procuring supplies has been adopted, 


contract to those offering tne most favorable terms. 

Mr. Benton moved to amend it, by adding thereto 
the following words: 

“ And that he alsoinform the senate what has been 
the result of the late attempts to revive the mode of sup- 
plying the Indians with goods by contract, and how 
far the goods obtained by such contracts have been at 
fair prices, good quality, and suitable kind; and that 
all information in possession of the department, or in 
its power, to obtain without delay, bearing on the price, 
guality, and fitness of the goods so obtained by contract, 
be communicated to the senate; and also the compa- 
rative view of said contracts wih the purchases of In- 
dian goods previously made by the agents and officers 
of the United States,” 

Which amendiment being agreed to, the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 
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the measure from his | Mr. Norvel! subinitted the following resolution, 
i which lies over: 


Resolved, That ihe daily hour of the meeting of the 
senate shall be at eleven o’clock, until otherwise or- 
dered. 

Mr. Robinson submitted the following resolution, 


/which was considered and adopted : 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury commu- 
nicate to the senate, if any and what banks in L[ilinois, 
since their resumption of specie payment in May last, 
have applied to be made banks of deposite, and, if any, 
the reasons why not so made. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to prevent the interference of federal 
officers in elections, as the special order of the day ; 
when 


Mr. Rives addressed the senate at iength, and with 
inuch earnestness, against the report of the com- 
miitee on the judiciary, and after a desultory debate, 
to be given in the next ** ReGisTER”’ moved the fol- 
lowing resolutions,which were ordered to be printed: 

Whereas, “ the constitutional remedy, by the elective 
princip!e, becomes nothing if it may be smothered by 





other than by advertising for proposals, and giving the | 



































































































the enormous patronage of the general government,” 
and whereas, also, “ freedom of election is essential to 
the mutual iv dependence of the state and federal gov- 
ernments, and of the different branches of the same 
‘government, so vitally cherished by American institu- 
ilons ;” 

Resolved, therefore, That, in the opinion of the senate 
itis highly “improper for officers, depending on the 
executive of the union, to attempt to control or influence 
the free exercise of the elective right.” 

Resolved, also, ‘That measures ought to be adopted 
by congress, so far as their constitutional powers may 
extend, to restrain, by law, all interference of federal 
officers with elections, otherwise than by giving their 
own vote:; and that the report of the judiciary com- 
muttee be committed to a select committee, with instruc- 
tions to new model it according to the principles de- 
clared in the foregoing preamble and resolutions. 

The senate then adjourned. 


February 13. Mr. Mouton presented a petition 
from citizens of Louisiana, asking a grant of land 
for the purpose of introducing the cultivation of the 
inorus multicaulis in Louisiana, and placing the 
same on a permanent footing in that state. ‘hey 
ask, if congress do not feel authorized to make the 
grant, that it may pass a law giving a credit of 
twelve years. 

Mr. Anight presented a petition from officers of 
the revenue cutter service, asking that the navy 
pension law may be extended to them. 

A large number of bills, mostly for pensions, were 
reported from the committees. 

On motion of Mr, Allen, the joint resolution to 
authorize the secretary of the tre isury to cancel cer- 
tain certificates of dleposites, and to issue others in 
lieu thereof, was read a first and second time, and 
ordered to a third reading. , 

The motion intro ‘uced yesterday by Mr. Norvell, 
changing the hour for meeting of the senate to 11 
o’ciock in the morning, was taken up; and, after 
being so anended as to read * from and after Mon- 
day nex!,” it was adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr. Roane, the senate consented fo 
set apart Saturday next for the consideration of the 
business of the district, 

‘The senate then proceeded to take up the bill to 
prevent the interference of certain federal officers in 
elections; when 

Mr. Strange rose and addressed the senate in fa- 
vor of the report, and against the bill. 

On inotion of Mr. Willams, of Mississippi, the 
further consideration of the bill was passed over in- 
formally, for the purpose of allowing the senate to 
go into executive session; after which 

The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPESENTATIVES. 

Friday, February 8. The unfinished business of 
yesterday was resumed, being the resolution report- 
ed by Mr. W. Cost Johnson from the select commit- 
tee on the public lands, with the proposed substitute 
therefor, submitted by Mr. Robertson, to distribute the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the 
‘the states according to their federal representa- 
tion. 

Mr. Yell, on leave, laid on the table the following 
amendment to Mr. R.’s, which he said he intended 
to submit at the proper time : 

Be it further enacted, That the secretary of the trea- 
sury shall, at the commencement of the next session of 
congress, reporta correct estimate of the annual amount 
of moneys received and paid into the public treasury, 
arising from the sales of the public lands, since the 
adoption of the federal constitution. And, also, the an- 
nual appropriations for each state since the adoption of 
the constitution, and the pro rata amount received by 
each out of the amount of the proceeds of the sales of 
|the public lands, annually, and the aggregate amount 
‘ether in money or land: provided, however, that no 
state shall receive the benefit of this act until all the 
| states of this union shall have received an equal amount, 
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placing all upon an equality according to the fixed ba- 
sis of representation, and according to the true intent 
and meaning of the several deeds of cession. 

Mr. Robertson then resumed his remarks in sup- 
port of his proposition fora fair and equal distribu- 
Uon of the proceeds of the public Jands among the 
states, and had not concluded when the orders of the 
day were announced. ' 

On leave given, Mr. Loomis submitted a motion 
to print 10,000 extra copies of the report of the sec- 
retary of the treasury, communicated to this house 
yesterday, on the subject of the public lands; and, 
also, 10,000 copies of the tabular statements annex- 
ed to document 46. Mr. Briggs suggested 20,000 
copies. Mr. Loomis accepted the modification, and 
the motion was agreed to. 

The remainder of the day was taken up with the 
private calendar, and a few private bills acted on; 
one or two were passed, and the balance rejected ; 
after which the house adjourned. 

Saturday, February 9. Mr. Briggs having moved 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the bill for 
the relief of brigadier general Woo! was laid on the 
table, moved that the further consideration of the 
said motion be postponed until Friday next; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Robcrison resumed his remarks on the sub- 
ject of a distribution of the proceeds of the public 
Jands, and had not concluded when the orders of the 
day were announced. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the first comptroller, transmitting a statement of the 
balances due by receivers of the public money on 
the books of the register of the treasury which now 
remained unsettled, or appear to have been due pri- 
orto the 30th of September, 1833. 





A letter froin the secretary of war, transmitting 
copies of all accounts of persons charged with the 
disbursement of money, goods, or effects for the 
benefit of Indians, during the year 1838. 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting a communication from the solicitor of the 
treasury, containing information called for by the | 
house on the 28th of January ult. as to measures 
taken to recover from John Brahan, or his repre- 
sentatives, the debt due from said Brahan to the 





United States. 
Mr. Shie’ds said that, as it seemed to him that 


business as could be acted upon in the other branch | 


of congress during the present session, he wouldask 
the house to take up and dispose of the public busi- 
ness on the speaker’s table. 

Objection having 
suspension of tbe rule. 


been made, Mr. S. moved a. 


Mr. Loomis suggested to Mr. S.so to modify his | 
motion as to make the suspension of the rule gene- 
ral for the present session, so that the house should | 
attend to public business alone. 

This modification not having been acceded to, 
the question was taken, and the house refused to 
suspend the rule. 

Pursuant to notice heretofore given by him, 

Mr. Underwood moved thit the honse take up 





and consider the following joint resolution reported 
from the select committee raised on that subject: 

“© Reso'ved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 'Tirat 


the president be, and he is hereby, requested t» present | 


to James Rumsey, jr., the 92 and only child of James 
Rumsey, deceased, a suitable gold meda! commemora- 
tive of his fa her's services and hizh agency in giving to 
the world the benefits of the s‘eamboat.” 

Which motion was agreed to. 

And the said joint resolution being under consi- 
deration, Mr. Rumsey, of Kentucky, addressed the 
house for an hour and a half in favor of its object; 
after which the resolution, by a unanimous vote, 
was ordered to a third reading this day. 

The remainder of the day was occupied in the 
consideration of private bills. 

The bill for the relief of Bates and Lacon coming 
up on its third reading, was discussed at consider- 
able length. It involved a case of overcharge by 
the collector of New York, and the claimants asked 
to be reimbursed the expenses of prosecuting their 
claim by law. 

Mr. Chambers referred to the practice of collec- 
tors retaining in their own hands an amount suffi- 
cient to meet suits against them for disputed charges 
of duties; and stated that, according to informa- 
tion entitled to cre‘lit, the present collector of New 
York held now in his hands more than a million of 
doliars thus circumstanced, and called the attention 
of Mr. Cambreleng to the fact. : 

Mr. Cambreleng admitted that the coliector had, 
in point of law such asum at his disposal; but 
that by an understanding with the treasury, the sec- 
retary was allowed to overdraw to the whole amount 
so that, in point of fact, the money did not remain 
in the hands of the collector, but went into the 
treasury. 


\ 











Mr. Chambers considered this sort of legerde- 
main was very objectionable, and inquired whether 
the committee of ways and means had prepared any 
bill to meet and remedy the evil. 

Mr. Cambreleng reminded him that the sub-trea- 
sury bill contained a clause to remedy this evil, and 
prevent its future recurrence. He admitted that 


the collector might reimburse himself for the amount | 


overdrawn by the treasury, and also, that the late 
collector, Mr. Swartwout, had availed himself of 
the practice objected to, and had thus sneceeded 
in abdueting a large part of the money he carried 
olf. He explained how certain decisions of the 
supreme court had operated to reduce the amount 
of duties on certain kinds of goods, and quoted 
hosiery as one instance. : 
Mr. Chambers thought the sub-treasury bill a re- 
medy worse than the disease. It might save one 
leg, while it cut off three. He further inquired 
whether Mr. C. had reported any bill to meet this 


‘case? 


Mr. Cambreleng replied, that the committee of 
ways aud means had been much engaged with the 
appropriation bills, and had left it to the senate, 
where the tariff of 1833 originated, and who would 
of course, be the best judges of the true intent of 
their own act. 

Mr. Chambers remonstrated against this, as a ne- 
glect of duty on the part of a committee specially 
charged with the guardianship of the treasury. 

Alter further remarks from Mr. Petrikin and Mr. 
Cambreleng— 

Mr. Calhoon, of Kentucky, demanded the pre- 
vious question, which was seconded, put, and car- 
ried; but the main question being disagreed to, the 
bill was rejected. 

After acting on a few other private bills, the 
house adjourned. 

Monday, February 11. This being the day as- 
signed for offering resolutions, a large number were 
subinitted, which will be given in our next. The 


‘remainder of this day and the whole of Tuesday 


were devoted to business relating to the territories, 
and about thirty bills on this subject received the 
final action of the house. 

Wednesday, February 13. This day having been 
especially set apart for business on the District of 


the house had already disposed of as much private preetee orgbesserrt igen Mapes Avinpsaet-- stelle eben, 


including the bill to prohibit dueling, were pas- 
sed. 


Thursday, February 14. On motion of Mr. Nay- 


lor, alter considerable debate, a select committee 
of seven was ordered to investigate the conduct of 
commodore E}hott, while commander of the squad- 
‘ron in the Mediterranean. 


The house then wentinto committee on the civil 


list appropriation bill, and after making progress 


therein, rose and adjourned. 
{r$- A detailed report of the whole proceedings 
of the week will appear in our next. 





LETTER FROM COM. ELLIOTT. 
PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 10th, 1839. 
Sir—My attention has been drawn to a commu- 


nication addressed to the editor of the Bultimore 


Sun, by Mr. Porter, late Charge de Affairs of the 
United States at Constantinople, by perceiving 
amongst the letters communicated, two addressed 
lo y-urself. 

It would ‘not perhaps be worthy of me to take 
notice of the communication of that gentleman, or 
his motives in making them, to the head of a depart- 
ment with which he has long ceased to have any 
official standing, were it not that in the letter un- 
der date of January the 6th, he gratituously offers 
his Opinions in relation to me and my eharacter, in 
forin and manner of complaint. He says, that «I 
am indifferent to opinion and reckless of my own 
character,” and he thinks me “an unfit example to 
the younger officers of the navy.” Iam exceed- 
ingly puzzled to discover wherein he finds grounds 
for the assertiou, reflecting as itdoes, so highly on 
the executive of this country. 

In my note, in reply to his of the 22d of Decem- 
ber, where he begs of me “the favor to consider 
him a perfect stranger;” this ‘ favor’? was readily 
accorded him. 

It is true that I feel indifferent to the opinions 
and motives of one from whom they coine with so 
bad a grace. I could not, however, but feel a re- 
vret on his account, that one who had been a dis- 
tinguished officer in the navy, should have set a 
precedent in violating the common rule of juslice, 
in not according innocence until guilé has been pro- 
ven; the more especially, when he knew that not 
one of the allegations presented to the department 
had been deemed worthy of uolice by its execulive. 

Were it permitted me to have another regret on 
this occasion, it would be that the honorable secre- 
tary of the navy should have thought proper to re- 
ceive and entertain so extraordinary a communi- 


on Saturday: last. 





—___ 


a, 


cation, without even according to me a copy of j: 
contents. rite . 





I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Honorable J. K. Paulding, secretary of the navy. 


LETTER FROM MR. HOYT. 


To the editors of the Evening Post. 
Custom House, New York, 
February 12, 1839. 
GENTLEMEN; I took frown the National Inteilj. 
gencer, which I received this day, the followin» 
sketch of a debate in the house of representat 





. be) 
ives, 

“* The house thereupon proceeded with ine bill, 
in order, and took up the bill for the relief of Bates & 
Lacon, which was acase of overcharge by the eo}. 
lector of New York, ; the claimants ask to be rejjy. 
a their expenses in proscuting their claim by 
aw. 

*« Mr. Chambers took the occasion of referring tg 
the practice of. collectors retaining in their ow, 
hands an amount sufficient to meet suits agains 
them for disputed charges of duties ; and stated {ha 
according to information entitled to credit, the pre. 
sent collector of New York held now in his hands 
more than a million of dollars thus circumstanced 
and called the attention of Mr. Cambreleng to the 
fact. 

«¢ Mr. Cambreleng admitted that the collector hag 
in point of Jaw, such asum in his disposal ; but 
that by an understanding with the treasury, the sec. 


retary was allowed to overdraw to the whole amount; B 


so that in point of fact, the money did not reinaiy 
in the hands of the collector, but went to the trea. 
sury. 

‘* Mr. Chambers thought this sort ef begerdemain 
was very objectionable, and inquired whether the 


committee of ways and means had prepared any bill 


to meet and remedy the evil. 

‘© Mr. Cambreleng reminded him that the subd. 
treasury bill contained a clause to remedy this evil, 
and prevent its future recurrence, He admitted 
that the collector might reimburse himself for the 
amount overdsawn by the treasury, and, also, thiat 
the late collector, Mr. Swartwout, had availed him- 
self of the practice objected to, and had thus suc- 
ceeded in abducting a large part of the money lhe 
earried off. He explained how certain decisions of 
the supreme court had operated to reduce the a- 
mount of duties on certain kinds of goods, and quo- 
ted hostery as one instance.”’ 


The information communicated to the house by PF 


the honorable Mr. Chambers was no doubt upon eu- 
thority, deemed by him “entitled to credit,”’ but itis 
like many other statements in relatiou to occurren- 
ces in the custom house in this city, very far from 
the truth. 

The amount of money which has been paid to the 
undersigned, under protest, sirce he has occupied 
the place of collector, viz: from the 29th March 
last, up to, and including the day the debate tuok 
place, was the sum cf $128,167 68. This sum up 
to the 20th of August, the day the undersigned re 
ceived the treasury circular of the 17th of Augus, 
was something short of $15,000. This proves, i! 
any thing could prove the importance, and indeed 
the necessity, of having the disputed points of the 
tariff settled by legislation, as the undersigned lies 
repeatedly stated to members of congress, as well 3 
to the various officers of the treasury departinen', 
without which settlement, this fund will continue t0 
increase, and with it the embarrassment in transact 
ing the public business. 

I make this statement in this publie manner to pu! 
the responsibility of this state of things where it be 
longs, to wit: upon congress, who only can provide 
an adequate remedy for the protection of public ofli- 
cers, and perfect a system of equality among impor 


ters. . 
J. HOYT, collector. 


Mr. Swartwout’s defalcation. In reference 
this gentleman’s appointment as collector of the 
port of New York, the “ Richmond Engnirer” of 
Tuesday last, in reply to some remarks of the New 
York Star, says: We sfill insist upen it, that 
“ Mr. Van Buren did oppese the nomination of Mr 
Swartwout—that he presented a written paper ' 
gen. Jackson urging his objections to the man, ané 
that gen. Jackson returned the paper to hii whet 
he went out of office.” We insist upon it, be 
cause we know it from the most unquestionable 4! 
thority. It was no paper, couched in the general 
terms which the Star imagines, and presented by 
Mr. Van Buren “ in the name of the democratic par'y 
of N. York, touching the appointments in N. York 
—but it was a paper drawn by Mr. V. B. himself in 
his own name, and touching the appointment of >: 
Swartwout alone. 
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